
The Advent theme for Bridgewater Church of the Brethren this year 
is Expectation … A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, which 
draws from the familiar Christmas favorite Oh Holy Night. During this 
season narrative lectionary readings will be used to emphasize 
God’s power to do more than we expect or imagine.   
 
The prophetic texts are grounded in Israel’s experience of exile. 
Israel has suffered many losses: dislocation from land, destruction of 
temple and monarchy, and the undermining of its trust in the God of 
Israel as sovereign. Yet these prophets call the people toward 
expectation and new action. The power of God, and the counter-
intuitive thinking of these prophetic readings, challenge the church 
anew and prepare us for the coming of Christ. 
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During Advent we prepare for God’s new work on the earth. In 
this season we are confronted by uncertainty. What will happen 
with Covid-19? Will the economy remain strong? What must we 
do to protect the natural world? Individually, we worry about 
family and friends, health, and well-being. Fear is real.  
 
Consider the following questions: 
 

 What does it mean for me to trust Jesus now? To trust that 
God is present in Spirit and hope? 

 Does the coming of Jesus, and the way that Jesus came, 
change my attitude toward myself, toward others, and the 
way that I face events over which I have little or no control?  

 Today’s reading is about dry bones, dead bones, being 
restored to life. It’s a noisy event, and yet there is new life. 
Where is there dryness in your life? Are there hints of 
freshness that enable you to keep hope alive? 
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Live and Streaming on YouTube – 11:00 a.m. 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 

PRELUDE  Pastoral in F (sections 1 & 2)             J. S. Bach 
  Meditation on “Lo, How a Rose …”            John Barr 
 
WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP Hymn #172 (v 1) O come, O come, Emmanuel   
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 Introduction              John Jantzi 
 Reaffirmation of Vows 

*Unison Congregational Response 
 

We welcome you with joy and affection to the gathering 
of God’s people at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren. 
We pledge to you our prayers, our concern, and our 
support that together we may grow in the love of God. 
We trust God for strength to follow with you in Christ’s 
way, keeping together the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 
 
*Prayer              Fred Swartz 

 
*HYMN  #174  Bless’d be the God of Israel 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY  
 
ANTHEM  
 
PRAYERS 
 Prayers  
 Song #353 (sing twice)       Lord, listen to your children 
 Morning Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer (using “debts”) 
          
EZEKIEL 37:1-14   

 
JOHN 11:25-27   The congregation will stand when directed. 
 
*HYMN #181                My soul proclaims with wonder  

Choir sings verse 1; Congregation sings verses 2-4 

 
TESTIMONY   Bones Without A Home      John Jantzi 
 
INSTALLATION OF PASTORS     

Erin Dalrymple, Jennifer Keeney Scarr, and David R. Miller 
      

 Introduction          John Jantzi 
 Pastoral Vows 
 Charge to the Congregation 
 Congregational response 
 

We receive Erin, Jennifer, and David as pastors of our 
church. In the ministry to which God is calling this 
congregation, we will support our pastors with our 
prayers and sincere cooperation. We will affirm them 
as persons with needs similar to our own and will 
confront them in love when we question their actions 
or judgment. We intend to be a partner with them as 
we seek the truth, learn the way, and work together in 
the kingdom. We pray God’s strength and blessing 
upon you as you become our pastors and upon all as 
we share in ministry.  

 

 John Jantzi 
 Steve Longenecker 
 Prayer of Consecration 
 Response by the Pastors 
  

*HYMN #178  Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE       Chorale Improvisation on:  

     Now Sing We, Now Rejoice       Paul Manz 
 
*Rise as able in body and spirit. 
 
 
 



We welcome Shenandoah District Executive Minister John Jantzi to 
our service today. Brother Jantzi will preach and install three new 
pastors during today’s service.  
 
MEETINGS & OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE & NURTURE 

December 5 -11, 2021 (All events are p.m. unless noted) 
 

Wed. 6:00 Children’s Choir Rehearsal               Sanctuary 
 6:40 YORFF       Sanctuary 
Thurs. 7:30 Sanctus Choir Rehearsal            Choir Room 
  
ATTENDANCE/FINANCIAL GIFTS, SUNDAY, 11/28/21: 
Worship Attendance:   8:30: 12      11:00: 129 

 
Online Donations - $1,669.90 Envelope Offering 

      $4.90 Processing Fees 
Weekly Direct Deposit - $408.00 Envelope Offering 
Offering from Sunday, November 28:  

$17,729.17 check and cash donations; 22 checks $17,709.17 and cash totaling 
$20.00  
 
      $10,145.00 Envelope Offering      $20.00 Loose Offering       
         $100.00 Christmas Offering   $200.00 Joy Circle 
         $7,064.17 CELC               $100.00 Louise Callahan Memorial 
      $100.00 Paul Wampler Memorial 
     

Children’s Sunday School!! 
Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th grade continues each Sunday during the 
Sunday School hour from 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Please join us in the Children’s 
Wing for special Advent-themed lessons, activities. 
Masks are required for all children and adults who plan to participate. 

 
TODAY’S ANTHEM TEXT: Lloyd Larson 

O sing your praise! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long! Let ev’ry heart 
prepare Him room, and ev’ry voice a song! O sing your praise! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long! Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room. And ev’ry voice a 
song! He comes, He comes to set the pris’ner free. He comes, yes, He comes to 
reign triumphantly. Sing your praise! The Savior promised long! Ev’ry heart prepare 
Him room, and ev’ry voice a song! He comes, He comes to save, this King of kings. 
He comes, yes, he comes with healing in His wings. Born Thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom 
bring. O sing your praise! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long! Let ev’ry 
heart prepare Him room, and ev’ry voice a song! O sing your praise! Let ev’ry heart, 
and ev’ry voice a song! 

 

SUNDAY MORNING INFORMATION & TODAY’S 
VOLUNTEERS 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

 We ask you wear your mask during in-person worship 
to protect all present. 

 Your offering can be placed in the plates at the front or 
back of the sanctuary. 

 Following worship, we encourage you to respect social  
distancing as you fellowship and visit together. 

 

 
HOSPITALITY CENTER in the Greeting Hall 
Large-print Bibles, hymnals, & bulletins; listening 
receivers; and information are available here.  
 
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME! 
Children are always welcome among us and in our 
corporate worship gatherings. Activity bags are available 
in the greeting hall for their use and enjoyment.  
Additionally, childcare for children ages birth to 
kindergarten is available as well as a “cry room” for those 
who wish to listen and see the worship service 
in a separate room from the sanctuary. Ushers are more 
than willing to help you locate these resources. 
 
Worship Leaders – Erin Dalrymple, David R. Miller, and  

Jennifer Keeney Scarr 
Hospitality Desk – Bill Fall 
Head Usher – Palmer Lee Berry 
A-V Volunteers – Skip Eger & Shane Brubaker 
Music Director – Curtis Nolley 
Decorators – Linda Dean, Andrea Miracle and the Advent  

Decorating Team  
December Deacon Caregivers – Andrea and Bill Miracle 
Bulletin Delivery to BRC – Sally Jane Conner 

 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-717854 
 

 
 
 

 

This is a church events calendar and does not include all building events use. 

Please be sure to schedule ALL EVENTS through the church office. 



CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

420 College View Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812 
www.bwcob.org / (540) 828-3711 

Office hours: church offices are staffed from 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; a pastor, or pastors, will be in the offices from 9 a.m. to 

noon on weekdays, and are available by appointment. 
 

You are invited to pick up the 2021 Advent Devotional, “Do 
not be Afraid,” by pastor Angela Finet.  This Brethren Press 
publication is funded through the church budget and is a gift for 
every family.   

 

Leon Rhodes Resigns as Head Teller 
Leon Rhodes has resigned from his position as Head Teller for 
our congregation. Serving in this role since 2004, Leon has kept 
careful and accurate records of all members’ giving. The 
congregation expresses its deep appreciation to Leon for his 
faithful service and wishes him all the best in the future. 

 
Greetings! 
Three pastors and the Director of Communications & Operations 
commenced their work at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren 
December 1. All of us extend our gratitude to Interim Pastor Christy 
Dowdy for her leadership and help to us during these last months of 
preparation and transition. She has been a bright light for us, and we 
are amazed by her devotion to Christ and the Church, and by 
extension, to each one of us. 
 
Because Christy is no longer guiding us, we are learning as we go. 
There will be a few glitches along the way but rest assured that the 
new pastors are excited for the opportunity to answer this call and 
serve in this faith community. We are eager to dig into this work and 
look forward to serving God and the world with you.  
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us. More complete contact 
information will be forthcoming but here are our emails and phones: 
David: dmiller@bwcob.org 540-578-0241 
Jen: jkscarr@bwcob.org 909-618-8658 
Erin: edalrymple@bwcob.org 540-209-0239 
Ethan: office@bwcob.org  
 
 

BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
 

An inclusive family of faith seeking to follow Jesus  
and live the love of God. 

 

Our Mission… 
As an inclusive community of faith, we commit ourselves to 

embody the love of God and to share our diverse lives and gifts 
with each other and the world. Through faith formation, worship, 
mission, and fellowship we boldly proclaim the peace and love of 
Christ. Together we work for justice, extend grace, and partner 

with God to offer abundant life, healing, and hope to our 
community and the world. 

 

Our Values… 
Sharing life together and including all persons in our common life. 

Growing in faith, compassion, and understanding. 
Serving one another and our neighbor’s good. 

Sharing the love of God and the God that is love. 
 
 
 

PASTORAL MINISTRY STAFF  
 

David R. Miller – Pastor for Worship & Administration 
Jennifer Keeney Scarr – Pastor for Pastoral Care & Outreach 
Erin Dalrymple – Pastor for Education & Spiritual Formation 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FACILITIES MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Ethan King – Director of Communications & Operations  
Phil Flory – Treasurer 

Karissa Hunt – Financial Secretary 
 
 

PROGRAM & MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF 
 

Kathleen Arndt – Child Care Center Administrator  
John Barr – Organist  

Jim Benedict – Bell Choir Director  
Mary Beth Flory – Pianist 

Marianne Houff – Children’s Choir Director 
Curtis Nolley – Sanctus Choir Director & Music Coordinator 

Kaity & Kyle Remnant – Youth Ministry Coordinators  
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