
September 2021 

NEW PASTOR CALLED   
 
On Sunday, August 15, David R. Miller was called to serve as the    
Pastor of Worship and Administration.   His first official day serving 
BWCOB will be December 1, 2021, with an installation service on  
December 5th.   
 
David was born in 1960 in Rockingham County, Virginia and is a life-
long member of the Church of the Brethren. Along with his wife, Carol 
Lena, they have two teenage sons, Jonas and Zeb, both raised and    
currently living in the area.  
 
David graduated from Broadway High School and Bridgewater        
College. In 1984 David received his MATh degree from Bethany Seminary and in 1989 received his 
MDiv from Andover Newton Theological School. David is committed to lifelong learning while serving 
in a variety of roles in the denomination and District. Some of these roles include teaching Church     
History and Brethren Beliefs and Practices in the Christian Growth Institute, providing leadership for the 
Shenandoah Pastors for Peace, past moderator of Shenandoah District Conference (2016), served on the 
General Board (currently Mission and Ministry Board) from 1996-2001, served on the On Earth Peace 
board from 2009-2014 and served two stints with Brethren Volunteer Service.  
 
David has filled different pulpits in the Mid-Atlantic, Virlina and Shenandoah Districts. These         
placements include Manassas Church of the Brethren, Roanoke First and most recently Montezuma 
Church of the Brethren in the Shenandoah District. David brings thirty-two years of ministry experience.  
 

DATE SET FOR CALLING  
PASTOR OF PASTORAL CARE AND OUTREACH  

 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 3, for meeting the candidate for Pas-
tor of Pastoral Care and Outreach.  The process will be similar to the proce-
dure the congregation engaged in August.  At the  September 15 board meet-
ing, the candidate, nominated by the Search Committee, will meet with the 
Board of Administration.  Upon the Board’s recommendation, the candidate 
will be asked to meet the congregation on the first Sunday of October. 
 
The events of that day would begin with an informal “Meet and Greet “ between 10 & 10:45 a.m.,     
followed by morning worship where the candidate would deliver a sermon. Immediately following    
worship, council will meet for Q & A with the candidate, and votes for the call and financial package 
would then proceed.   
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER @ 11 a.m.     
 
 
September 5       
     Bill Faw, preacher 
          Sermon: “Seasons of Our Lives and of Our Souls” 
          Scripture: Revelation 21:1-4 (RSV) 
 
 
(The remaining Sundays of September will focus upon a Peace theme and encourage us all to            
participate in “Pedal for Peace,” a joint project of the Witness & Service and Christian Ed              
Commissions.)  
 
 
September 12   
     David Radcliff, preacher 
          Sermon: “The Girl in the Middle” 
          Scripture: Matthew 15:21-28 
 
 
September 19    
     Samuel and Rebecca Dali, former leaders and residents  
     from EYN of Nigeria, will be special guest preachers.*  
 
 
September 26                             
     Robbie Miller, preacher 
          Sermon: “Where is the Love 
          Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48 
 
 
*See special article in this newsletter about the Dali’s (page 3). 

Thank you for summer camp.  I very much liked and enjoyed it. ~ Amani Overman 
 
Thank you for letting our FaithX group use your church during our service week!  It was great to have a 
great place to meet back at in the evenings.  As always, your group was great and your support of the 
FaithX ministry is much appreciated. ~ Chad Whitzel 
 
Thanks to all who donated flowers for decorating this  past month!  The hydrangeas from Sid and Joyce 
Grove, and from Sue and Phil Hutchinson, and the dahlias from Linda and Mensel Dean’s garden were 
beautiful additions to our church entry and altar!  ~ The Decorating Committee 



LOOKING FOR HOPE IN ALL THE RIGHT PLACES 
Sunday, September 12    

9:45 am  
Social Hall  

David Radcliff, New Community Project (NCP) director as guest speaker 
 

(For all those 5 years of age and older)   
 

With much to bemoan in our world, we can find signs of hope in the lives of women and girls in com-
munities in the Poor World who seize opportunities to make something of themselves. David Radcliff 
will share stories of hope from NCP ministries of education and empowerment in Africa and Asia.  
New Community Project (NCP) launched in August 2003, is a small nonprofit organization with a big 
goal: to change the world.  They provide resources that challenge us, experiences that change us, and a 
community that gives us hope. Their focus is environmental sustainability and social justice, both of 
which are essential for a peaceful human community. NCP considers the spiritual dimension of our lives 
to be important, and seeks to bring about deep inner change in our personal and societal values. Howev-
er, we welcome and work with anyone who shares our commitment to a world of peace and justice and 
sustainability. 
       
The work of NCP is overseen by an Advisory Board, chaired currently by Robbie Miller (chair).  Other 
members include:  Jerry O'Donnell (vice-chair), Greg Davidson-Laszakovits, Linetta Ballew, Kim 
McDowell (a founding member and first chairperson of the NCP Advisory Board), Steve Brady, Hope 
Steele, Alex Murphy, Taona Makunje (Malawi) and Tim McElwee. 

THE DALI’S AS SPECIAL GUESTS SEPTEMBER 19   
 

Rebecca and Samuel Dali have been dedicated to peacebuilding, advocacy, 
and humanitarian work in their native Nigeria virtually all of their lives.   
Samuel served as president of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN/Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria) from 2011 to 2016, and as academic dean and 
head of the church history department at the Theological College of Northern 
Nigeria, pastor of an EYN congregation in Jos, and lecturer and treasurer at 
Kulp Bible College earlier in his career. 
 
Rebecca holds a PhD in ethics and philosophy from the University of Jos. 
She is the executive director of the Centre for Caring, Empowerment, and 
Peace Initiatives, an organization she founded in 1989 to “design programs 
and methods of supporting victims of violence and terrorism, stimulating   citizens’ consciousness on 
empathy and social justice.” In 2017, Rebecca received the Sérgio Vieira de Mello Foundation award for 
her work. As a result of the recognition she received from the award, Boko Haram threatened her life 
and she and Samuel were forced to flee Nigeria. Their son, a US citizen (and now a cardiothoracic     
surgeon practicing in Iowa), was able to obtain permanent resident status for them in the United States 
after they left Nigeria in 2017. 



CENTRAL VALLEY HABITAT ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

CVHFH will have an in-person banquet this year at the JMU Festival Conference Center, September 7, 
2021.  The banquet will include a catered dinner, a silent and live auction, as well as guest speakers from 
our organization.  The time for the event is 5:30, with dinner served at 6:30 p.m.  This is our annual 
fundraising event for the year.  
You are invited to attend.  If you would like to be included, please call Anita Beckman at 540.271.0543.  Tickets 
are free.   

NOAC IS VIRTUAL THIS YEAR 
 
Church of the Brethren National Older Adult Conference, held only every two years, is               
approaching quickly!  Due to the pandemic, NOAC is VIRTUAL this year and these exciting viewing 
days will soon be here (September 6-10).  The one plus to virtual programing for us is that NOAC age 
folks (50+) in our area have the opportunity to be the audience for one of our favorite returning          
programs (this is their fourth NOAC). 
  

KEN Medema and TED Swartz are coming to our sanctuary! 
 
Bridgewater community and friends of the Shenandoah District and beyond are ALL looking forward to 
the special treat of “being the audience” for the recording of Ken Medema and Ted Swartz as they     
present their Keynote Program. 
 
                                               Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 2:00PM  
                           (to be streamed Friday morning 9/10/2021 for NOAC registrants) 
   
There is no charge for this program; we get to be part of the program for 
FREE.  And to top it off, there will be an ICE CREAM SOCIAL following 
the program for a NOAC fellowship opportunity.  We will provide baskets at 
the door for a Free Will Offering, the entirety of which will go to support the 
Virtual NOAC.  Due to the continuing concern about the transmission of 
COVID-19 and the aggressive variants, everyone will be asked to social dis-
tance as much as possible and wear a mask. If you do not have a mask, one 
will be provided.  Questions? Contact Sally Ruby, Witness and Nurture com-
mission BWCOB, at Srubybird@comcast.net. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW?   Also at NOAC this year:  
Monday evening, September 6: 
      Pastor Christy Dowdy will preach the opening worship service, “Fill er up.”  
Tuesday evening, September 7: 
     Bridgewater Sanctus Choir sings, “Joy in the Morning” 
Wednesday evening, September 8: 
     Vocal Chords Men’s Octet sings, “When Peace Like a River”   
        (The pieces of music were recorded in our sanctuary.) 
 
Thank you to Jim Benedict, who served on the NOAC worship planning committee.   
 
 
For more information about NOAC, visit www.brethren.org, the NOAC Facebook page, or the Church 
of the Brethren Newsline.  
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GOOD FOR THE HEART!  
 

It  may  be  better  to  give than to  receive,  but  it  may  be even better  to  give  and see your generosity  rewarded.       
Charitable  giving  can  play  a valuable role in your  financial  and tax strategies.  A  well-planned gift  to  the  Bridgewater  
Church  of  the Brethren  Foundation  could provide an income  tax  deduction and  a  reduction  of  estate  taxes.  Your   
donation could also help you maintain  financial  security,  exercise control  over  assets  both  during your  lifetime and  
after death,  as  well  as  provide  for  your  heirs  in  the  manner  you choose.  
 
If  you wish to make  a  gift  of  property  to  the  Foundation  but  also retain some control  over  it,  a charitable  remainder  
trust  (CRT)  may  be an  appropriate  vehicle.  A  CRT  is  most  effective when funded  by  an appreciating asset,  such as  
real  estate  or  stock  in a  family-owned business. After  the  property  is  transferred to the trust,  the trust  continues  to  
provide  income to the beneficiaries  for  a  period  of  time,  after  which the remainder  of  the  trust  is  donated  to  the 
charity. You avoid capital  gains  taxes  on the  assets  you donated,  and you receive a tax  deduction on any  interest  
earned  by  the remainder.  Also,  by  removing  the  remaining  value of  the  asset  from your  estate,  you may  reduce your  
potential  estate  tax  liability.  In short,  you obtain  the  tax benefits  of  giving while postponing receipt  of  the  gift  by  
the charity.  
 
If  you wish to  give to  the  Foundation  without  giving an asset  away  permanently,  consider  a charitable  lead  trust  
(CLT).  Through  a CLT,  you essentially  give the  charity  the use  of  an asset and the  right  to  any  income  generated  
for  a  predetermined time.  After  the  specified  time  has lapsed,  the  asset  can  revert  to  you or  be  given to  whomever  
you choose.   
 
Early  tax  planning  can  help you make  the  most  of  your  charitable  giving  opportunities  and  allow you to take       
advantage of  additional  benefits.  Be sure  to consult  qualified  tax,  legal, and financial  professionals  for  specific      
guidance.  If you have questions for the BWCOB Foundation you may contact Jim Replogle or John Flora. 
 

~ The Foundation Board 
Jim Replogle (chair), Anita Beckman, John Flora, Claire Martindale, Ruth Watson 

 

 
Fall Mum Fundraiser from Evergrowin’ Nursery 

$12 per 5 quart pot 
Support the development of Connections Early Learning Center through our fall fundraiser.  Order forms 
(below) are due Friday, September 10, with prepayment and can be turned in to the church office.  Mums can 
be picked up at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren Thursday, September 16, 6-7 PM or Sunday September 
19, following worship.  Checks should be made payable to BWCOB with a notation for CELC. 
*** Mums will have just a few buds so you can enjoy the whole blooming season this fall!  
** Anticipated colors may vary some due to not being fully open, but they’ll be close 

Please indicate the number of mums you desire of the colors below:  
 
_____  Pink/Purple  ____  yellow  ____  red/burgundy   
 

 ------- White                ------- orange/bronze 
 
Name ____________________________________ Phone number _________________ 
 

Payment due when submitting form:     total #______  x  $12 = __________________ 



Friends,  
 
It is so good to know David R Miller will begin as Pastor of Worship and Administration on December 
1.  This last Sunday, search chair, Steve Watson, announced another candidate will plan to be with the 
congregation on October 3, as a candidate for the Pastor of Pastoral Care and Outreach.  These two    
individuals have sensed a call to leadership with you, the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.  It is an 
exciting time in the life of this congregation!   
 
Along with their new beginnings, there is such great uncertainty.   We are in the midst of unsettled 
times, and as COVID numbers again rise in our area and many areas of our country, we are discouraged.  
Perhaps even angry.  For myself, I find every decision again takes so much energy.  Many of us worry 
about the safety of being with others and we wonder if our students will be able to continue in person 
classes.  At the church, we reflect upon whether or not it’s a good idea to proceed with Sunday School 
Classes.  Should we plan events where food and drink is shared?   We value community and we don’t 
feel complete without being with one another.   
 
Members of our refugee committee prepare the duplex for new refugees to arrive,, coordinated through 
Church World Service.  Pleas are made cross the country ato offer housing for the possible thousands 
that will be arriving from Afghanistan and other places where human rights are denied.   
 
The sorrows of the world swirl. The divisions in our area, as well as our country, are stark as school 
board and town council meetings are interrupted because of anger and individual rights. We have      
experienced trauma and heartbreak as we witness the tragedy of Afghanistan and the hurricanes, 
droughts, fires and floods.   
 
Writer Cameron Trible suggests these times may be reflective of “dark night of the soul” experiences.  
That term comes from the Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross (1541-1597).  He writes about the      
experience as one of profound spiritual transformation marked by a time of clarification of one’s senses 
and then learning to live with radical faith and trust.  When you experience a dark night of the soul, you 
are never the same.   
 
Author Thomas Moore explain in his book Dark Nights of the Soul:  A Guide to Finding your Way 
Through Life’s Ordeals, ‘The dark night of the soul provides a rest from the hyperactivity of the good 
times and the strenuous attempts to understand yourself and to get it all right.  During the dark night 
there is no choice but to surrender control, give into unknowing, and stop and listen to whatever signals 
of wisdom might come along. The dark night is more than a learning experience;  it’s a profound          
initiation into a realm that nothing in the culture, so preoccupied with external concerns and material 
success, prepares you for.”   
 
The question becomes:  “Who are we now because of it?” 
 
I strongly believe God is with us through it all.  May we trust God to bring resurrection from these     
difficult experiences of life.  Most often, that transformation comes through the deep caring love we 
show one another.   
 
May it be so with the community of faith of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, where we strive to “Be 
an inclusive family of faith seeking to follow Jesus and live the love of God.”   
   
Christy Dowdy, Interim Pastor  

A Letter from the Interim Pastor 



 
For Our Prayers during the Month of  September 2021 

 
 
 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically... 
  
…For the pastoral candidate being introduced to our faith community October 3  
  
… For the health care workers throughout our country who are treating COVID patients daily  
 
… Teachers, students and all school personnel who are striving to engage in learning in this challenging time 
  
… For all those fleeing from Afghanistan and needing to begin new lives in totally new locations 
  
… Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)  
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabili-

tation, specifically for… Chester Bowman, Ralph Compton, Wilma Crull, Scott Flora, Frank & 
Betty Fuller, Anita Heatwole,  Margaret Horn, Margaret Thomason, Paul Wampler  

  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Lynne Brumbaugh, Jeanine Faw, Betty Wayman 
(mother of Claire Wayman) 
 
… for those in Hospice Care …. Don Witters 
    
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten, Clarke & Hope Staton 



BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT - AUGUST 2021 

 

The Board of Administration did not meet in August, but this report will update you on a few things that are happening in our 
community of faith.  

Treasurer’s Report: The July 31, 2021, Treasurer ’s Report reflects our financial situation seven months into our 
church year. The Net Operating Total (income less expenses) increased again from last month to $47,303.66. Howev-
er, while envelope giving last month was slightly ahead of its year-to-date budgeted amount, it has fallen behind dur-
ing July (by around $13,400). Total Income Toward Budget as of July 31 was $361,997.85. Total Budgeted Expenses 
were $314,694.19, leaving the positive Net Operating Total mentioned above. The Board expresses its continuing 
thanks for the ongoing, faithful support of our members. 

Staffing: As you know, we have now called Rev. David R. Miller  as our  new Pastor  for  Worship and Administra-
tion. Pastor David will begin his ministry with us on December 1. The search committee continues its work and an-
ticipates bringing candidates for our other pastoral openings soon.  

The Executive Committee and the Properties Commission have employed Sherry Siever as part-time custodian. Sherry 
works Sunday through Thursday evenings, specifically in the childcare wing of our building. Tony Stovall has been 
serving as interim custodian since Fortunato Correa retired in May. Tony recently submitted his resignation to the 
Executive Committee. The Board of Administration expresses its heartfelt and genuine appreciation to Tony for his 
many acts of service over many years. The Executive Committee and Properties Commission are beginning work 
immediately to secure one or more additional part-time custodians to service the rest of our building. 

Tony and Dwynn Stovall have also resigned from their roles in our church leadership: Tony as chair and member of the 
Properties Commission, and Dwynn as assistant clerk. Members of the Properties Commission have stepped up in a 
wonderful way to meet the need. Chuck Clouse is now serving as commission chair, Philip Hutchinson is helping 
with opening/closing our building and in other ways, and Bob May has accepted appointment to the Properties Com-
mission to serve the remainder of Tony’s term. 

Audio/Video: At the May Council meeting, we approved installation of several large-screen monitors in the sanctu-
ary and elsewhere in our building. Electrical work for the screens has been completed and our contractor (RTW Me-
dia) is awaiting delivery of the screens and other equipment for the installation. Like many things during this pan-
demic, delivery is delayed. Currently, we do not have a projected completion date. 

COVID-19: The following graph cour tesy of Jay Litten, Bridgewater  Town Manager , shows the infection rate in 
Rockingham County continues to climb. This local data underscores the importance of continuing our practice of 
reasonable precautions, like wearing face masks in church. 

 

Thank you for reading! Stay well. 

Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 



The Brethren & Mennonite Heritage Center’s fall lecture series will take place on Sunday, September 26, 4-7 p.m., at 
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, and will feature two presentations on hymnody.  Light refreshments will be served 
between the presentations and an offering will be taken to support the Heritage Center.  

The first presentation, given by Sam Funkhouser, will explore the early English-language hymnbooks of the Brethren,  
beginning with the first of these books, The Christians Duty (1791).  Special attention will be given to the sources utilized 
in the compilation of The Christians Duty and the questions that they raise about Brethren worship, doctrine, and             
inter-denominational relations at the turn of the nineteenth century.  This discussion of The Christians Duty will then be 
followed by an overview of the ways in which the hymns contained in The Christians Duty were retained, modified, or 
discarded in subsequent Brethren hymn books and hymnals, up to and including the books published by the Old German 
Baptist Church and the Brethren Church shortly after the divisions of the early 1880s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Funkhouser is the Executive Director  of the Brethren & Mennonite Heritage Center  and a member  of the Old 
German Baptist Brethren Church, New Conference.  He has been a regular writer and presenter on Brethren history and 
theology, and his forthcoming book on early Brethren hymnody serves as the basis for this lecture.  

In the second presentation, Benjamin Bergey will explore the new Mennonite hymnal, Voices Together. Bergey will pro-
vide background information, insights, and innovations of the new collection while we experience many songs through 
singing together, focusing on the Anabaptist contributions included.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Bergey is an active song leader  and conductor . He is assistant professor  of music at Eastern Mennonite 
University, where he conducts the choirs and orchestra and teaches music theory and conducting. He also advises the new 
Music and Peacebuilding major. In addition to serving as music editor for Voices Together, he is director of music at Har-
risonburg Mennonite Church and conducts the Rapidan Orchestra.  


