
July / August 2021 

CALLING A NEW PASTOR 
August 15, 2021  

 
9:45 – 10:45 am:       Meet and greet with introduction  
11:00  am:                    Morning Worship  
Following Worship:  Council meeting with Q & A  
 

Our congregation will meet in Council on Sunday, August 15, to consider the    
nomination of a candidate for the position of Pastor for Worship and Administrative. The candidate, 
who has been nominated by the Search Committee, must be supported by the Board of Administration 
before coming to Council. If approved, the candidate will do a meet-and-greet with light refreshments 
during the Sunday School hour and deliver a sermon during morning worship. Immediately after      
worship, Council will meet for a Q and A with the candidate (bring questions) and then vote separately 
on extending a call to our congregation and the compensation package. Both ballots will be secrets.   
Because the candidate pastors another congregation, the worship service and Council will not be live-
streamed, and his/her name will not be released until August 15.  
 
If a ride with someone would make it easier to attend, please call the church office by Wednesday,    
August 11.  The deacons and others will make transportation available.  Please join us for this important 
moment in our congregation’s spiritual journey. 

Steve Longenecker 
Moderator 

FAITHX 
 
The BWCOB Youth Group participated in FaithX (formerly COB 
Workcamps) in Harrisonburg during the first week of July. The group 
teamed up with youth from Mill Creek Church of the Brethren to 
serve a variety of locations; Vine & Fig, The Brethren-Mennonite 
Heritage Center, Open Doors, and Brethren Woods. Recreational 
highlights included mini golf, wiffleball, sand volleyball, the  
Westover pool, and an ultra-competitive rubber chicken toss (won by 
our very own Malachi Houff!). The Bridgewater Youth participants 
were Brett Eye, Chloe Kiracofe, Malachi Houff, Tristan Zepp, and 
Kayleigh Chapman (cousin of Tristan Zepp).  
 
It was an honor to advise our youth who worked diligently and      
selflessly to serve our community. It was a warm week and many of 
our locations required outdoor service, but our youth were happy to pull weeds, dig holes, turn compost, clean win-
dows, sweep and mop floors, and clear large branches from downed trees. The theme for FaithX was “Seeking New 
Paths,” and centered around Isaiah 43:19. “Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up; don't you recognize it? I'm 
making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.” The newness of the FaithX during the uncertainty of our contin-
ued COVID times, allowed us to consider God's ongoing creative work from new perspectives. ~ Kyle Remnant 
 
“FaithX was a great opportunity to make new friends and work together in the community. I enjoyed our work at Open 
Doors the best because it felt good to make the place cleaner for those experiencing homelessness.”  ~ Chloe Kiracofe 
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OUR BELOVED DENOMINATION 
 

During Annual Conference 2021 our moderator and AC secretary frequently used the phrase, Our      
Beloved Denomination.  The phrase embodied 
the love and hard work that were transformed 
into hope for the future of OBD.  Having been 
part of the Compelling Vision process over the 
last two years, I am excited for the guidance 
and focus of the vision “Jesus in the           
Neighborhood” for our church no matter how 
we define our neighborhood. 
 

Yes, this Annual Conference was like no      
other.  No hugs.  Attending focus groups in   
Nigeria and Harrisonburg.  The only ice cream 
was from my own freezer.  No lines in the   
bathroom.  Attending worship in my              
pajamas.  Table groups where bandwidth            
dictated your involvement.  Voting with the 

click of a mouse. However in the end, I left   Annual Conference 2021 with renewed faith and hope for 
Our Beloved Denomination. ~ Peggy Lineweaver, delegate 

The delegate body of Annual Conference is the ultimate authority of the Church of the Brethren.  As a 
delegate, my task is to report back to our congregation the general direction the denomination is headed. 
 
I chose to combine the worship services collectively, weaving them into a unifying direction that I feel 
they are going.  While there was much discussion about cultural diversity, it remains “table talk.” 
 
“To the glory of God...and our neighbors good.” This directive was repeated over and over by speakers. 
It is a yardstick to guide all our actions...our denomination, every congregation and each of us             
individually. The question that remains to be asked is, who determines what the "glory of God" looks 
like and how is it interpreted by our actions?  
 
The second directive is to “take Jesus into the neighborhood”...to leave the physical structure of the 
church building and perform acts of love and kindness beyond the church walls. This directive is not a 
new one for the COB or our congregation.  We are known for our community participation in countless 
ways.  But the emphasis now reminds us to think beyond  all that we have done before and to see and 
meet the challenges that are becoming prevalent today. 
 
In reality, there is the directive (to the glory of God...and our neighbors good) and there is the fulfillment 
of that directive (take Jesus into the neighborhood). It seems one becomes void without the other. 

~ Bill Miracle, delegate 

CENTRAL VALLEY HABITAT ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

CVHFH will have an in-person banquet this year at the JMU Festival Conference Center, September 7, 
2021.  The banquet will include a catered dinner, a silent and live auction, as well as guest speakers from 
our organization.  The time for the event is 5:30, with dinner served at 6:30 p.m.  This is our annual 
fundraising event for the year.  
You are invited to attend.  If you would like to be included, please call Anita Beckman at 540.271.0543.  Tickets 
are free.   



UPDATES FROM THE FOOD PANTRY GARDEN 
 

Have you ever wondered how many pounds of produce you can fit into a 
Chevy Malibu (and still have room for the pilot and copilot)?  Well, Anne 
and Erv Anderson tested it and the answer is…510 pounds.  Anne and Erv 
are just a couple of volunteers who have found ways to help with the food 
pantry garden that don’t include a hoe or a shovel.  Along with other      
volunteers, they and their “clown car of produce” have been regularly 
transporting fresh produce to the Bethany United Method Food Pantry in 
Weyers Cave and Blessed Sacrament Food Pantry in Harrisonburg. 

As you can see, the garden is at 
peak production.  Last week we 
sent almost 700 pounds of fresh food to local pantries and 
that is despite a really really challenging dry spell.  But as 
anyone who has gardened long enough can attest, weather 
that is bad for one crop can be great for others.  Tomatoes 
are thriving while peppers are doing the best they can. 
It’s not just about the total amount of food.  We could grow 
tons of zucchini and squash with little effort.  The challenge 
is to add variety to help people really enjoy the foods of 
summer.  So, this year we are trying a bunch of new things.  
For the first time, we are growing okra, tomatillos, lunchbox 

sweet peppers, a wide variety of herbs and even some super hot scorpion peppers to help spice things 
up. 
We continue to come up with new ways for people to help.  Right now, on top of the typical garden 
work, we could use people to (1) stand and hold a hose to soak some plants in the morning or evening 
(2) help in the kitchen to prep and package food to be sent out the door on weekday mornings and (3) 
cut, bag and label herbs so we can send them out.  Also, we have realized that we use a lot of dish    
towels each week.  If anyone has old dish towels that they don’t need, we could put them to good use. 

DECORATING / GARDEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
WHAT A JOY to be meeting again in person for church services, being together, in our place of worship! 
Music, a corporate sense, visiting, and visual worship preparations are all integral parts of the worship experience - and now, again, 
we look forward to having a physical prepared worship center. 
 
Due to the cessation of services during the past 15 months, there were no decorators lined up to prepare our sanctuary and entry space 
for worship each Sunday.  Now, as we are meeting in-person, we need volunteers to help provide  altar and entry hall arrangements. 
 
How can YOU help? 

 If you have garden flowers that could be used, please call or text Lori Lineweaver to let her know of availability. 

 If you can create an arrangement and deliver it to church on Sunday, all the better!  Let us know! 

 If you would like to exercise your creative side AND make use of the many decorating resources available at church, please sign 
up for a Sunday, several Sundays, or a month of Sundays. 
If you would like to donate an arrangement in honor of someone or an event, birthday, or anniversary, anytime during the year, please 
call Shannon Puffenbarger at 828-3711, or fill in this form, online:  https://www.bwcob.org/connect/volunteer/flower-dedications/ 
 
Additionally, our church Memorial Garden also needs attention and love. 

 If you can pull a couple weeds, stop by anytime.  They can be placed in the nearby dumpster. 

 If you can water some of the annual flowers, use the watering can near the hose at the top of the garden. 
If you can spend a few minutes visiting, please enjoy the view and moments of meditation! 
 

https://www.bwcob.org/connect/volunteer/flower-dedications/


HABITAT NEW FAMILIES 
 
On July 18, 2021, Central Valley Habitat’s Faith Build  duplexes on Virginia Avenue in Harrisonburg were             
dedicated.  These homes were built with contributions and volunteers from Shalom Mennonite Congregation,          
Muhlenberg Lutheran Church, Community Mennonite Church, and Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.  Another   
major partner for CVHfH was Give Solar, a local nonprofit that is providing solar for habitat builds.  During the       
dedication, the families received many gifts from local groups including sheets, books, gardening tools, bibles, a quilt, 
a toolbox, and household items ( from our Women’s Friendship Circle). 

These families have worked very hard in the construction of their homes.  Because of COVID-19, it has been a         
difficult year to coordinate volunteers and the families.   The families work to earn the sweat  equity hours they need to 
qualify for their houses.  Thank you to all that helped and congratulations to both families for a job well done! 

This is the Tomelso family at 658 Virginia Avenue. 
Their family consists of Gubsa Tomelso and wife       
Rahawa Mehamedsied with daughters Ekram, Multezem, 
and Smoya and sons Afram and Munir.   They            
immigrated  from Ethiopia and Eritrea. Gubsa works at 
George’s poultry plant. 

 
 
Thank you to the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren for your contributions in building these homes.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to put the love of Jesus into action.  I hope  we can continue this connection with Central Valley 
Habitat in the future!  Thank you! ~ Kathy Zimmerman 
     

This is the Ngeleka family in 660 Virginia           
Avenue.  The family consists of Charly Negeleka 
Kapismba and wife Nina Lusamba with children   
Annastasie, Pierre, Kristen, and Emmanuela.  They 
immigrated from the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.  Charly and Nina  work at George’s.   They 
became citizens of the United States this year!  



BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT - JULY 2021 

Your Board of Administration met in person in July, the first time in person since February 2020! It was 
good to gather once again around our meeting table. This article summarizes our meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report: The June 30, 2021, Treasurer ’s Report reflects our financial situation six 
months into our church year. The Net Operating Total (Income less expenses) increased        
significantly from last month to $42,741.30. Envelope giving of $317,525.27 is roughly $2,400 
over our budgeted amount of $315,152.00. Total income as of June 30 was $324,155.46. Total 
Budgeted Expenses were $281,414.16. The Board expresses its genuine thanks for the ongoing, 
faithful support of our members. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor  Chr isty repor ted that she has begun car rying additional                   
responsibilities with the departures of Pastor Chris and Interim Christian Education director, 
Josh Eye. She is consulting with Youth Advisor Kyle Remnant about taking a leadership role in 
Brethren Student Movement, a group of students at Bridgewater College led in the past by    
Pastor Chris. Christy will be taking some vacation time September 3-11. Several retired pastors 
in our congregation will be preaching in the coming months. The Board expressed its heartfelt 
appreciation to Pastor Christy for her leadership through this significant time of transition for 
our congregation. 

Executive Committee Report: Exciting news! The Search Committee, chaired by Steve      
Watson, has conducted interviews with several excellent pastoral candidates and has nominated 
their first choice for our Pastor for Worship and Administration position. The Board will meet 
the candidate in the coming weeks and will present the candidate to a special called               
Congregational Council meeting on Sunday, August 15. There are additional details about that 
Sunday elsewhere in this newsletter. Your in-person attendance and participation in that day is 
important, encouraged, and welcomed! 

A small committee has been interviewing candidates for one of our open part-time custodian       
positions. The committee anticipates filling the position for the custodian that cares for the    
children’s wing of the church soon. In this interim time, Tony Stovall has been serving as      
interim custodian. We certainly appreciate Tony stepping in as we seek to fill permanent part-
time custodian positions. 

Josh Eye has been serving as our Interim Christian Education (CE) Director for about 2 ½ years. 
The Board expressed its deep appreciation to Josh for his good work. While the Search         
Committee continues its work, the Board will be working with the CE Commission to see that 
important CE needs are met until the Pastor for Christian Education and Spiritual Formation can 
be called. 

You will recall that our congregation voted last year to become a member congregation of Faith in 
Action (FIA), a coalition of faith communities and organizations in Harrisonburg and           
Rockingham County working together to enact change and justice in the Shenandoah Valley. 
FIA is moving forward assertively to make a larger impact in our community. After much      
favorable discussion, the Board voted to continue our membership and increase our contribution 
in 2022 to $1,500. 

Other Reports: Proper ties chair , Tony Stovall, r epor ted that the new HVAC system has now 
been installed and is running efficiently and quietly. Witness & Nurture chair, Bill Faw, brought 
a recommendation to proceed with a new pictorial directory to be published in 2022. Please be 
attentive to upcoming announcements about photography appointments for this new pictorial 
directory. After some discussion, the Board approved the recommendation. Christian Education 
Commission Chair Erin Dalrymple reported that the commission has formulated ideas for the 
Sunday School hour starting in September. The commission and Board will be working together 
for coverage of CE needs beyond September. Mission and Service Commission chair Sue 
Hutchison reported the commission is making plans for recognition and celebration of the     
International Day of Peace in September. Robbie Miller, chair of the advisory board of New 
Community Project, has been invited to preach on Sunday, September 26. He will be working in 
conjunction with David Radcliff from New Community Project who will be preaching Sunday, 
September 12. 

Thank you for reading! We look forward with excitement to the future. 

Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 



We want to thank everyone for your prayers and expressions of sympathy at the passing of our grandson 
Delan.  Your concern, prayers, and best wishes for Warnie at the time of his heart surgery was also very 
much appreciated by all.  God bless you all and thanks again. ~ Warnie & Geneva Lambert 
 
Ron and I thank you for the LOVE and CARING SUPPORT upon the death of our oldest son Barry.  The 
many cards, phone calls, visits and food help to cope at a time such as this and we are so grateful for the 
church family reaching out to us and to know we are in your thoughts and prayers. 

~ Ron & Vi Cox 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

It is so wonderful to be back together and meeting in person!  On behalf of the Christian Education 
Commission I want to say how excited we are to be planning events for the Fall.  The International Day 
of Peace is September 21 and the CE Commission is planning to offer opportunities to gather during the 
Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) in September with a focus on the theme of “Shining Our Light for 
Peace.”  We plan to kick off the month on September 12 with David Radcliff from New Community 
Project who will lead a presentation that will appeal to individuals of all ages.  The following Sunday, 
September 19, the CE Commission is planning for a group gathering with centers that highlight learning 
about peace through music, reading and storytelling, and art and creative expression.  That Sunday 
would also feature an opportunity for people of all ages to gather at a center focused on getting to know 
one another and building and strengthening relationships with others in the congregation.   

 
The CE Commission is also partnering with the Mission and Service Commission to participate in a  
project called A Girl and a Bike to raise money to pay the cost of 
school tuition and a bike for girls    living in Malawi.  In this part of 
Southern Africa, girls are discouraged from pursuing education.  Those 
who do attend school must pay the cost of tuition and some must walk 
as many as seven miles to reach the nearest school.  We are planning a 
bike-themed event that will offer our children an opportunity to        
participate in this project and learn about shining our light for peace 
and social justice around the world.  We are currently exploring the possibility of a bike-a-thon type of 
event for September 26.   

 
We are still in the planning stages but we know we will need volunteers to help with these gatherings.  
We have so many individuals in our congregation with gifts and talents in music, art, and storytelling 
and if you feel called to share those gifts we would love to include you in our planning.  Or if you just 
want to have a chance to participate in one of the gatherings and get to know others in the congregation 
we would love to have you.  Again, we will be sharing more information as we continue to plan but   
anyone is welcome to contact Erin Dalrymple at (540) 209-0239 or dalrymer@gmail.com to get         
involved.     

mailto:dalrymer@gmail.com


For Our Prayers during the Months of  July & August 2021 
 
 
  

 Prayer by Kathy Galloway, the Iona Community  
 
The sky does it simply, naturally  
Day by day by day.  
The sun does it joyfully,  
Like someone in love, like a runner on the starting-line.  
The sky, the sun,  
They just can’t help themselves.  
No loud voices, no grand speeches,  
But everyone sees, and is happy with them.  
Make us like that, Lord,  
So that our faith is not in our words but in our lives,  
Not in what we say but in who we are,  
Passing on your love like an infectious laugh:  
Not worried, not threatening, just shining  
Like the sun, like a starry night,  
Like a lamp on a stand,  
Light for life – your light for our lives.   

 
  

 We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically... 
 
…For the pastoral candidate being introduced to our faith community on August 15 
 
… Bridgewater COB search committee:  Steve Watson (Chair), Mike Fike, Anita Beckman, Claire Wayman, 
Jon Wilson, Gladys Remnant, Julia Stutzman Coronado, Michael Hostetter, Ron Wyrick,  
Tim Kreps, as they work on behalf of the congregation to call new leadership.  May we also pray for those leaders who will 
be sensing a call to serve with the congregation.  
  
… Teachers, school workers and students preparing to return to the classroom 
 
… Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)  
  
We hold those …who grieve:  The family of Peggy Miller, mother of Robbie Miller, who died July 13; 
Margaret Thomason, whose husband, Kermon Thomasson, died July 12; The family of Nellie Gentry, 
grandmother of Heather Gentry Hartwell, who died June 23; The family of Sharon Kreps, mother of 
Tim Kreps, who died May 21; The family of Delan Lambert, son of Barry & Jan Lambert, brother of Evan 
Lambert, and grandson of Geneva & Warnie Lambert, who died May 15 
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in           

rehabilitation, specifically for… Chester Bowman, Wilma Crull, Scott Flora, Anita Heatwole,  
 Margaret Thomason  
  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Ralph Compton, Lynne Brumbaugh, Jeanine Faw,                     
           daughter of Bill Faw, Paul Wampler, Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman) 
    
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria),  
            Clarke & Hope Staton 



Summary of the Actions   
of the 2021 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference  

 
(see Official 2021 Annual Conference Minutes when published) 

 
Reports  
 

Reports were received from the Church of the Brethren, Inc.: (1) Church of the Brethren Mission and Ministry 
Board, (2) Leadership Team (including the Report of the Cancelation of the 2020 Annual Conference),           
(3) Annual Conference Program and Arrangements Committee, (4) Pastoral Compensation and Benefits       
Advisory Committee, (5) Delegates to Christian Churches Together, (6) Delegates to the National Council of 
Churches of Christ, and (7) Delegates to the World Council of Churches and from the Annual Conference 
Agencies: (1) Bethany Theological Seminary, (2) Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust, and (3) On Earth 
Peace 

 
Action of the 2021 Annual Conference: The delegate body approved the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits  

Advisory Committee’s recommendation of a 2% increase in the 2022 Minimum Cash Salary Table for Pastors. 
 
New Business Items 
 
There were no items of new business this year. 
 
Unfinished Business Items 

 
Compelling Vision  
Action of the 2021 Annual Conference: Annual Conference received the 2020-2021 reports from the Leadership 

Team/Council of District Executives and from the Compelling Vision Team, which include the proposed 
Vision Statement and explanatory commentary. Further table talk concluded the discernment process       
underway since 2017 that had engaged more than 3000 people in conversations at the 2018 and 2019 Annual 
Conferences, in the districts, and with other constituency groups. After the final table talk, the moderator 
presented four options for response by the delegates to the vision statement that had emerged from the      
discernment process. The delegates chose one of the four options in a poll, and the results were reported. 

 
Out of 519 registered delegates, 450 participated in this discernment process:  

162 chose option 1: “I feel inspired and wholeheartedly affirm the vision.” 
107 chose option 2: “I affirm the vision.” 
100 chose option 3: “I have reservations, but will set them aside and affirm the vision for the good of the 

body.” 
  81 chose option 4: “I cannot affirm the vision.” 

 
total who affirmed the vision (options 1+2+3): 369 
total who did not affirm the vision (option 4):   81 

 
percentage of total participating who affirm the vision:  82.0%  

 
The moderator stated that the results showed that the Compelling Vision Statement had been affirmed. 
 

Unfinished Business Items (continued) 
 

Update to Polity Regarding Annual Conference Agencies  
Action of the 2021 Annual Conference: Annual Conference received the deferred 2020 interim report from 
the Leadership Team and granted an additional year until the 2022 Conference for this work in response to 
the decision made by the Annual Conference officers to postpone any polity change proposals until after the 
Compelling Vision process is completed, to allow any proposed polity change to be considered in light of the 
Compelling Vision. 

 
Election and Appointments  






