
June 2021 

NEWS!  
 
We are reopening for in-person worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 6! For full  
details, please see the reopening article in this newsletter on page 3. 

RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION EVENT FOR ASSOCIATE PASTOR CHRIS ZEPP 
 

Pastor Chris Zepp, who has been serving our congregation since 2007, will conclude his service as our Associate Pastor 
at the end of June. We are planning an event at the church for Sunday afternoon, June 27. The event will start  
approximately at noon, immediately following our morning worship in the sanctuary. It will be outdoors, weather  
permitting, or under the porticos otherwise.  
 
In addition to the gift of your presence on Sunday, June 27, we are planning two gifts for Pastor Chris and encourage 
your participation in one or both. 

A love gift: Please make your  gift either  online or  by check mailed to the church. 
Expressions of thanks: We welcome and encourage cards and letter s expressing your  thoughts and thanks for  

the significant work Pastor Chris has done for our community of faith.  
All gifts should be designated “For Pastor Chris.” Mailed gifts should be sent to the church at: 

420 College View Drive 
Bridgewater, VA 22812 

NOTE: Your  monetary gifts for  Pastor  Chris are being received and will be proper ly credited but will NOT be 
listed in the weekly giving totals until after the celebratory event on June 27. Please send all gifts to the church no later 
than June 21. 

DISASTER BUCKETS UPDATE 
 
More information from JOY Circle’s update on their disaster buckets project is included in the  
newsletter on page 4. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2020-2021 GRADUATES! 
 
 
 

High School 
 
Kyle Evick, East Rockingham High School         

Planning to attend West Virginia University, majoring in History 
 

Andrew Kreps, Turner Ashby High School           
 
 
 
 

College / Graduate School 
 
Isabel "Ellie" Overman, Madison College (Madison, WI) 

Associate Degree in IT-Web Software Development 
Looking for a web development job in Madison, WI 

 
Kyle Remnant, James Madison University  

Doctor of Musical Arts in Trombone Performance, Pedagogy, and Literature 
Will be an Adjunct Instructor of Music at Bridgewater College and James Madison 
University for the 2021-22 academic year 

  
 
 
 

Congratulations also to the following graduates who are part of our extended families:  

 
Allie Brooner, University of Mary Washington, (December 2020) 
(Fiancé of Noah Swift and future daughter-in-law of Heather and Ryan Kiracofe) 

 Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry with a Minor in Spanish 
 Working as a technician in a dialysis center and will be applying to medical schools 
 She and Noah plan to marry on Saturday, November 27, 2021 in Fredericksburg, VA.  

  
Ben Glick, Home School 
(Grandson of Ray and Sandie Glick) 

Hoping to travel to Germany and spend some time there advancing his language skills 
 
Evan Lambert, Turner Ashby High School 
(Grandson of Geneva and Warnie Lambert ) 

Plans to attend Blue Ridge Community College 
 
 
 
 
And finally, congratulations to the following graduates who have been active in our cam-
pus ministry (BSM) and/or worshipped & fellowshipped with us often during their time 
at Bridgewater College:  
Erica Clary, Skylar Johnston, and Helena Ullom-Minnich  



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED YOUTH MEMBERS!  

Baptized Saturday, May 1, 2021 in the North River (left to right): 
Brycen Propst, Brett Eye, Ryan Hutchinson, Janna Glendye, and Hayden Glendye 

NEWS! WE ARE REOPENING IN JUNE! 
 

The Board of Administration and the Re-Opening Committee are pleased to announce that we will resume in-person worship  
services in our sanctuary starting with the 11:00 AM service on Sunday, June 6. This decision comes based on three factors: 

An increasing number of our members have been vaccinated. 
The numbers of new COVID-19 infections are declining. 
The Centers for Disease Control released significantly updated guidelines on May 13. 

 
Initially we will offer only the 11:00 AM service; no 8:30 service and no Sunday School. Because some of our members,         
specifically children, do not yet have access to a vaccine, we respectfully ask that    everyone wear a mask during the worship 
service.  We plan to sing with our masks on.   
 
Childcare will be offered for those up to age 4 in the nursery, staffed by vaccinated, qualified caregivers, assisted by some of our 
vaccinated youth.   
 
We will ask you to continue to keep 6 feet distance, and following the service of worship, we will encourage all to move outside 
for fellowship and conversation.   
 
We plan to live-stream all our in-person services starting with the June 6 service.  If you choose, or are not able to join us for the 
in-person service, we invite you to worship with us on line.  The live-streamed service may be accessed via our webpage at 
bwcog.org. 
 
Starting Monday, June 7, our church building will be open during the day, Mondays through Fridays, from 8:00 AM until the 
evening. Commissions, committees, and other groups can meet in the building. As always, please schedule your meeting through 
the church office so that we can know what groups are meeting and when. Each group is free to make its own decision about 
whether face masks are required during the group’s meetings and events.  
 
Other considerations: 

The status of the bus from Bridgewater Retirement Community is unknown as of this writing. We hope to resume the bus 
service as soon as possible. 

Reminder: We offer a parking service for those who have difficulty walking up the hill from the parking lot into the church 
building. If you drive to the church and desire to use our parking   service, please call the church office weekdays        
between 9:00 AM and noon no later than Friday, June 4, so we can make appropriate plans. 

 
We thank everyone for your enduring support and encouragement, and we eagerly anticipate worshiping again together and        
in-person as we take these first steps back to “normal” as the COVID-19 pandemic recedes. If you have any questions, please 
contact Ted Flory, Board Chair, or Pastor Christy. 



DISASTER BUCKETS UPDATE 
 
Joy Circle would like to say a huge Thank You to all the people who donated money, supplies and time our recent Disaster 
Bucket Project.  Filling 10 buckets to take to the District Office to be delivered to Disaster Relief has been an annual project 
for several years.  This year we were encourage to open the project to the entire church and what a blessing that be-
came.  On Saturday, May 22, a group of dedicated people filled 20 buckets with an additional bucket being donated from 
Dianne Murray's family and their children's story time.  Thank you to Sally Ruby for agreeing to head up this pro-
ject.  Thank you to Circle members for purchasing and delivering products to the church.  Thank you to Doug Ruby and 
Lori Lineweaver for their support and help in organizing the products to be packed.  
 
AND again, thank you to the many donors who contributed a total of $4003.50 to this project.  We expect that expenses for 
the buckets will exceed the previously published estimates since some items were much more expensive and harder to find 
this year.  However, we can tell you that all the donated money above the cost of the buckets will be sent to Disaster Relief 
to enable them to process and send these and even more buckets to places in need.   
 
Thank you for your generosity and willingness to help make this project a success.    

~ Members of BWCOB JOY Circle   



The membership of the Shenandoah Valley Ukulele Players extends many thanks to you for allowing us 
to use your beautiful sanctuary for our practices.  Please accept (this) donation as a token of our best 
wishes.  Peace, Leslie Schory 

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT - MAY 2021 

 

Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration once again met online via Zoom in May. To keep 
the congregation informed, this article summarizes the Board’s most recent meeting on Wednesday, May 19.  

Early Learning Center (ELC): Leanne Kreps br iefed the Board on the status of ELC planning. 
The Board voted unanimously to recommend a non-binding resolution of support and encouragement 
for the ELC project to the upcoming Congregational Council meeting on May 23. 

Treasurer’s Report: The Apr il 30, 2021, Treasurer ’s Report reflects our financial situation four 
months into our church year. The Net Operating Total (Income less expenses) increased slightly from 
last month to $14,904.67. Envelope giving of $204,916.25 is roughly $5,000 under our budgeted 
amount of $210,101.33. Total income as of April 30 was $208,963.36. Total Budgeted Expenses 
were $194,058.69. 

Re-Opening Committee (ROC) Recommendation: The ROC brought the eager ly anticipated      
recommendation that we reopen our church building and resume worship services in our sanctuary 
beginning with the 11:00 AM service on Sunday, June 6th. Please see the full announcement         
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Pastors’ Reports: Pastor  Chr isty repor ted that she greatly appreciated her  silent retreat exper ience 
at the end of April. She will be taking some vacation time May 25 through June 2. In her absence, 
please be in touch with Pastor Chris for pastoral needs. With the church building reopening on June 
6th, Christy plans to have office hours Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. Christy has been arranging for some volunteer pastors to fill the pulpit and provide other       
pastoral needs in the time between Pastor Chris’s departure at the end of June until such time as new 
pastoral staff can be called and assume their new roles. Pastor Christy reported that Fortunato, our 
custodian of many years, has completed his service with us. Fortunato had some minor surgery in 
mid-May and will be taking accumulated sick leave through the end of June. He is retiring effective 
June 30. Concluding her report to the Board, Pastor Christy challenged us to continue to be faithful 
and called to be church together as we resume worshiping in person. 

Pastor Chris submitted a written report of his activities and work during the Winter/Spring 2021 period. 
Please contact the church office if you would like a copy of the report. Chris anticipates using his 
accumulated vacation time the last three weeks of June. 

Other Reports: Proper ties chair , Tony Stovall, brought a recommendation that the aging, wooden 
playground equipment behind our church building be demolished. The equipment is increasingly 
dangerous, loaded with splinters, and costly to repair. After some questions and discussion, the Board 
unanimously approved the recommendation. Tony also reported that work is underway to replace the 
defective HVAC equipment that serves the chancel and other backstage areas of our building.       
Witness & Nurture chair, Bill Faw, reported that plans are underway to publish an updated pictorial 
directory. If you have any pictures of church activities during the past year, the commission will   
welcome them. Worship & Music chair, Gladys Remnant, reported that training sessions for the new 
audio/visual equipment are going well. Additional training sessions are planned. If you are interested 
in learning how to operate the new system, please be in touch with Gladys. 

Celebration/Recognition Event for Associate Pastor Chris Zepp: An event honor ing Chr is Zepp’s 
service as our Associate Pastor is being planned for Sunday afternoon, June 27. Please see the      
announcement elsewhere in this newsletter for more details. 

Thank you for reading! We look forward with excitement we resume our in-person worship experiences in 
June. 

Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 



For Our Prayers during the Month of  June 2021 
  

  
Faithful and steadfast God,  
How grateful we are for your memory.  
You always remember us:  
               In our busy forgetfulness  
               In our absentmindedness  
               When we don’t remember  
               And when our memory becomes unreliable  
Always and everywhere,  
You remember us.  

 
Thank you for your presence in the empty moments,  
               In the depths of grief  
               When confusion envelops us 
               When we feel broken beyond repair  
In every minute of every day  
You are present  

 
Hear our gratitude for this day  
               For the blessings it hold (those we notice and those we don’t)  
               For the joy-filled recognition of you  
               For tears shed on behalf of another  
               For shared laughter  
               For the sound of rain  
               For the warmth of the sun  
We are grateful for the gift of Creation.  

 
Hear our gratitude  
For your remembering  
For your love  
For every thing.   AMEN     

  (written by Rev. Dr. Rachael Keefe, pastor of Living Table United Church of Christ in Minneapolis, MN)  

  
 We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically 
 
… Bridgewater COB search committee:  Steve Watson, Chair, Mike Fike, Anita Beckman, Claire Wayman, Jon Wilson, 
Gladys Remnant, Julia Stutzman Coronado, Michael Hostetter, Ron Wyrick, Tim Kreps, as they work on behalf of the  
congregation to call new leadership.  May we also pray for those leaders who will be sensing a call to serve with the congregation.  
 
… Prayers for peace in the midst of ongoing violence around the world – especially this month between Israel and         
Palestine.   
 
...  Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)  
 

…  India and all its people, as COVID cases surge and the whole health care system is threatened. With special  caring for the Brethren in 
India. "In Delhi, India’s worst-affected city, the health care system has “reached its limit” and could collapse if action is not taken, said Arvind  
Kejriwal, a top official.  
  
We hold those …who grieve:  The family of Sharon Kreps, mother of Tim Kreps, who died May 21; The family of Delan    
Lambert, son of Barry & Jan Lambert, brother of Evan Lambert, and grandson of Geneva & Warnie Lambert, who died May 
15; The family of Karen Parker, daughter of Wilma Robertson, who died April 20 
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabilitation,  
specifically for… Wendell Eller, Mike Figgs, Patty Figgs, Scott Flora, Donnie Fulk, Anita Heatwole, Amanda Lyons, 

Miriam Martindale 
  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Ralph Compton, Lynne Brumbaugh, Jeanine Faw, daughter of Bill Faw, 
Paul Wampler, Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman) 
    
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & Hope Staton 


