
May 2021 

BWCOB CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Sunday, May 23 @ 1 pm 

 
Format:  Vir tual (Zoom link will be offered through E-Connections OR call the church 
office to make a reservation for using a computer at the church for connecting.) 
 
Primary Agenda Items: 

 Proposal to place large video screens in the sanctuary 

 Vote of confidence (or affirmation) for the Early Learning Center program 
      The vote of confidence would express support for the concept of the Early Learning Center, but it will not obligate   
      Council to details of the program, including financial commitments.  A final vote on the completed proposal will  
      occur at a later date. 
 
Because the meeting is remote, secret balloting will not be available. 

COME HELP ASSEMBLE CHURCH WORLD SERVICE DISASTER BUCKETS 
 
JOY Circle is truly grateful for all the support we have received so far on this project.  If your check has not been        
deposited yet, be patient, we are working to get all donations documented.  The response has been amazing.   
 
On  Saturday, May 22, at 10 a.m. we  will be assembling our 20 disaster buckets and we invite you to help.  We will  
announce later the location we have chosen for doing this  in the church, depending on logistics and weather.   
 
Due to CDC guidelines, we need to know how many are coming.  Everyone will need to be masked and we will require 
social distancing.  If you are able to help in this project, please call or email  Sally Ruby (410 251-7013, 
srubybird@comcast.net) to let us know you are coming.  There are a limited amount of spaces, so please let us know 
who you are and when you can arrive.  
 
Thanks again to this wonderful congregation to the support they have shown for Disaster Relief.  God bless you all.   

CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE BENEFIT 
Saturday, May 15, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
This event is a fund and awareness raiser for the Early Learning Center.  This will be an outside, socially distanced event 
held at the church, offering gently used children’s clothing, strollers, Pack-N- Plays, quality toys, and other baby         
equipment.  Donations of items are arriving almost daily which is wonderful!   
Needed: 
* 8-10 metal six– or eight-foot ladders to construct clothing racks. 
* Set up crews Friday, May 14.  Shifts: 9:00-11:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. and 2:00-4:00 p.m.   
   Volunteers will be taking clothing out of containers and hanging them on hangers, washing outdoor toys, and making  
   signs.  Set up will be inside with 8-10 individuals at a time and social distanced with masks.  
* Saturday, May 15:  
   7:00-9:00 a.m. - individuals to transfer hanging clothing to outside  
   2:00-4:00 p.m. - volunteers will put remaining clothing back in Rubbermaid bins for storage. 
 
If you have items you’d like to contribute, they can be put in the collection box on the church front walkway.  To volunteer 
or donate, please contact one of the planning team members by Friday, May 7: Heather Kiracofe at hkiracofe@gmail.com, 
Julia Stutzman at julia.stutzman@gmail.com or Julie Diehl at juliediehl716@gmail.com. 
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RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION EVENT FOR  
ASSOCIATE PASTOR CHRIS ZEPP 

 
Pastor Chris Zepp, who has been serving our congregation since 2007, will conclude his service as our 
Associate Pastor at the end of June. We are planning an event at the church for Sunday afternoon, June 
27. The event will be outdoors, weather permitting, or under the porticos otherwise. The exact time of 
the event is not yet determined but will be early afternoon. If we can meet outside for Sunday worship 
that morning, the event will start around 12:15 p.m. after worship. On the other hand, if we are still  
worshipping virtually, the event will start around 1:30 p.m. to give folks time to participate in the virtual 
service, have lunch, and then come to the church. 
 
In addition to the gift of your presence on Sunday, June 27, we are planning two gifts for Pastor Chris 
and encourage your participation in one or both. 

A Love Gift: Please make your  gift either  online or  by check mailed to the church. 
Expressions of Thanks: We welcome and encourage cards and letters expressing your  

thoughts and thanks for the significant work Pastor Chris has done for our community of faith.  
All gifts should be designated “For Pastor Chris.”  
Mailed gifts should be sent to the church at:   420 College View Drive 
                                                                         Bridgewater, VA 22812 



MOTHER’S DAY GRATITUDE PROJECT 
 
Honor a woman you know and love by celebrating and supporting mothers around the world! 
 
Global Women’s Project announces our annual Mother’s Day Gratitude Project!  Rather than buying more material gifts 
for your loved one, express your gratitude with a gift that helps other women around the world. Your donation allows us 
to fund projects focused on women’s health, education, and employment. In return, your chosen recipient(s) will receive 
a lovely, hand-written card indicating that a gift has been made in her honor, 
with a brief description of GWP. 
 
To participate, send a donation to: 
Global Women’s Project 
c/o Karlene Tyler 
333 South Lakeside Dr, Unit I 
McPherson, KS 67460 
(write checks to GWP) 
 
Remember to include your name(s) and recipient’s name and address. You 
may also make memorial donations, which will be honored on our website:  
www.globalwomensproject.org  
 
Gratitude cards will be mailed in time for Mother’s Day if you send your request to Karlene by May 1, 2021. After that 
date they will be sent as soon as possible. This Mother’s Day, share a gift in honor of a woman you know and in  
honor of women in Mexico, India, Rwanda, South Sudan, Uganda, and the United States, who are improving the 
lives of women in their communities. 
 
Global Women’s Project seeks to raise awareness of the poverty, oppression and injustice  suffered by women around 
the world; to recognize how our overconsumption and misuse of resources contribute to that suffering; to change our 
way of living; and to support self-help community projects that are led by, empower, and benefit women. 
 

A QUICK LOOK AT CHARITABLE DEDUCTIONS 
 

Donations of cash or property to qualified charities are, for the most part, deductible on your personal 
tax return. If you receive something in return for your donation, you must reduce your deduction by the 
value of that item or service. For example, if you donate $125 to a charity and receive a book worth $35, 
your total deduction would be limited to $90. The charity must inform you of the item’s value. Charities 
must also give you documentation for every contribution over $250. Although you cannot deduct the 
value of your time or services given to a charity, you may deduct out-of-pocket expenses, including a 
per-mile deduction for charity-related driving. 
 
To deduct property donations worth over $500, you must provide additional information with your     
federal tax return. Be sure to get a professional appraisal for donations worth over $5,000 (other than 
publicly-traded securities) and non-public stock worth over $10,000. 
 
Even if you donate every penny of what you make in any given year, your charitable contribution      
deduction is limited to 50% of your adjusted gross income (AGI). However, you can carry forward the 
excess contributions five years. Gifts to private foundations and gifts of appreciated property are subject 
to lower limits. 

~ Foundation Board 
Anita Beckman, John Flora, Claire Martindale, Jim Replogle (chair), Ruth Watson 



WORK IN PROGRESS—EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
I write to you as part of my reflections on where the envisioning process for the Early Learning Center 
came from and now where we are headed.   After years of envisioning, the planning process has now 
taken on a rapid pace.  As this process begins to take on a life of its own, we maintain centered on the 
needs of young families in our community. 
 
Where this all began: A few years ago, a group of concerned community members began look at the  
issue of insufficient childcare and how it affects families.  They found that in our part of the county, 
there are few child care programs, even fewer spots for infants and toddlers, and extremely long wait 
lists.  Families often have to make decisions which cause them significant strain.  Even more worrisome,  
families with lower incomes are at a greater disadvantage.  Current research states that children who do 
not have access to quality early education or don't have consistent support at home enter the school    
system with a disparity of skills from their peers, both academic and social/emotional. 
 
Over the years, administrating a preschool in my home, I’ve seen children who have begun with        
significant developmental challenges.  And when we’ve connected them with necessary resources and 
worked intentionally on underdeveloped skills, their growth is incredible to watch.  Working with their 
parents and supporting these changes, I know I’ve made a difference in the life of a child and their     
family. 
 
Our Plan:  The Early Learning Center Coordinating Committee is working to implement a full-time   
program which would be housed in the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.  This community outreach 
would meet multiple needs for working families in our community; support families in maintaining   
employment, reduce the strain to the family system due to the common reliance on insufficient or      
unreliable child care, and to provide equitable preparation for young children before entering school. 
The Coordinating Committee currently working on this program development includes: Bill Miracle, 
Mary Cline Detrick, Kaity Remnant, Jan Flora, John Hipps, Alice Lee Hopkins, Jennifer Baker, Chris 
Zepp and myself.   Whereas this vision began as a conversation between a few individuals, it has       
become a vision of many and the work of an even wider circle of individuals. There are over 50 people 
using their expertise to help build the program.   This congregation and the community beyond have   
truly gotten behind this effort. 
 
As stated above, the planning has taken on a rapid pace of work.  There is so much to share with you all.  
I hope you can join us for the May 23rd council meeting to hear detailed descriptions of our process.  
Some information is structural such as: finance, potential building construction, legal formation, and 
creating documentation which establishes a strong working relationship between the program and     
congregation.   
 
Other information is more programmatically crucial such as how the space will be used, the                
development of programming and staffing, and creation of outdoor education space appropriate for 0-5 
year olds. 
We will reveal our name which simply and directly explains our values of love for others and             
relationships we want to foster in our children.  Please join us at the May 23rd council meeting.  Hear the 
progress.  Share your hopes and suggestions.  Help this planning move forward! 
 
In Gratitude, 
Leanne Kreps 



BE OUR GUEST! 
 

When Kyle and I were thinking about how to go forward with our virtual youth meetings, we knew how 
tired our youth members are at staring at people through a screen. In the midst of brainstorming, we  
decided that one of the best things to come from our time of physical separation is our ability to connect 
virtually with people across the country, and so we started our “Be Our Guest!” series!  
 
Over the course of the last 4 months, we have had a variety of guests discussing an array of subjects with 
everything from Star Wars to meditation and yoga.  At the end of every meeting, our youth enjoy      
making our guests sit through a lightning round of questions, which is arguably the youths’ favorite part 
of each meeting. Who doesn’t like knowing everyone’s favorite ice cream flavor?? 
 
In a time when many things have been seemingly taken, seeing fresh faces each week with our guests 
has brought a light into this part of our pandemic story. 

~ Kaity Remnant 

FOOD PANTRY GARDEN NEWS 
 
The Food Pantry Garden is up and running for the season!  Lettuce, broccoli, kohlrabi, onions, garlic, carrots and LOTS  
of potatoes are in the ground.  The first warm season plants will go in the ground this week.  Now, after babying plants 
through a number of freezes, we are ready to pick our first lettuce for the season next week. 
 
We are just starting the year and already have so many people to thank.  Thank you to all of the volunteers (especially the 
super reliable Judy Brown, Leland Harding and Jim Miller and BC students) who have gotten us off to a strong start.  
Thank you to the Kasten’s for the use of their metal detector to find rogue fabric staples before our tiller or the mower 
“ate” them.  Thank you Dale Flaten for clearing out some of the worst brambles around the fences and fixing the garden 
shed doors. Thank you John Wilson for keeping the tiller running when the rest of us are clueless.  Thank you Ben Bear 
for cleaning out the garden shed to get us ready for the year.  Thank you to Jeff Watson for bringing his tractor to till up a 
new section of garden.  And thank all of the rest of you who do the big and little things to help the garden go. 
 
A very, very special thank you must go out to Heather Driver and family and all who donated to the Jeremy Driver     
Memorial Fund.  The funds raised in honor of Jeremy were donated to the work of the garden.  Not all know, but the   
garden would not exist without Jeremy.  He was the first to suggest plowing the field and he did the heavy lifting, doing 
the initial work with his tractor to prepare the soil.  Although it is only one small part of the legacy of an incredibly    
generous person, we were able to raise almost 10,000 pounds of produce last year because he had the vision and gave us 
the confidence to get started.     
 
We can use your help too!  There are so many ways to be involved and no experience is necessary for any of these.  We 
need you to… 
…help plant and weed 
 
…pick (a lot of plants grow upright and don’t require a lot of bending) 
 
…wash and prepare food for food pantry (can happen in your own kitchen if you like) 
 
…help clean up the kitchen after our produce processing  
 
…transport produce to food pantries  
 
…walk the garden to look for evidence of pest damage  
 
…help direct volunteers (believe it or not, no experience is necessary) 
 
…support the food pantry garden financially through the church office or the website 
 
If you want to be involved (even if you aren’t sure how), have ideas or you just want a tour, contact Tim Kreps 
(tkreps@bridgewater.edu or 540-209-5354) or Ben Bear (ben.c.bear@gmail.com) 
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BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT - APRIL 2021 
 

Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration once again met online via Zoom in April. To keep the congregation    
informed, this article summarizes the Board’s most recent meeting on Wednesday, April 21.  

Search Committee Update: Search Committee chair , Steve Watson, met with the Board to provide an update. Steve 
reported that the Search Committee has prepared three congregational profiles, one for each open pastoral position, and 
submitted them to the Shenandoah District. If you would like to read the profiles, please email twflory@gmail.com. The 
committee anticipates receiving pastoral profiles soon and looks forward to beginning the interview process. 

Treasurer’s Report: The March 31, 2021, Treasurer ’s Report reflects our financial situation three months into our church 
year. Envelope giving of $147,875.90 is roughly $10,000 under our budgeted amount of $157,576.00. Total income as of 
March 31 was $149,818.48. Total Budgeted Expenses were $135,179.87, for a positive operating balance of $14,638.61. 

Pastors’ Reports: Pastor  Chr is reported the exciting news that five youth from the Inquirers Class he has been leading 
have indicated a desire to be baptized. The baptism service will be outside in the river in May (brrr). It will be private for 
families only but will be video recorded for future inclusion in our virtual worship services. 

May Council Meeting: Moderator  Steve Longenecker  announced that our  next Congregational Council meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 23, with two main items on the agenda. Please see the announcement elsewhere in this     
newsletter for more details. 

Re-Opening Committee (ROC) Recommendation: The Executive Committee recommended that the Board of            
Administration approve the most recent ROC recommendation. In summary, the recommendation includes the following: 

Use State and CDC Public Health Guidelines for Large Group Gatherings for indoor congregational gatherings (no 
claiming of Religious Exemption Status) 

Continue to offer virtual services as our primary worship option through at least May. 

Invite staff, worship, and other leadership (properties, tech, etc.) to begin planning to offer outdoor in-person worship 
options starting in June.  

Plans should include provisions to live-stream outdoor services online for those who are not able or do not 
wish to worship in person. 

In the event of poor weather, worship leadership should be ready to live-stream the service from the sanctuary 
if necessary, but participants would not be invited indoors. 

Consideration needs to be given to restroom availability for outdoor services. 

Congregational small groups (Sunday School classes, Circles, Committees and Commissions, etc.) should be          
encouraged to schedule and use the church building and grounds at the comfort level of their members, following 
current public health guidelines and protocols for indoor gatherings. 

These recommendations were drawn from 118 responses to the re-opening survey given in March. During the discussion, 
we acknowledged that COVID-19 case numbers are falling and that an increasing percentage of our membership that has 
been vaccinated. The Board approved the ROC recommendation but urged us to be agile and prompt in adapting to future 
CDC and State guidelines. 

Board Committee Appointments: The Board approved the appointment of Er in West and Lev Norford to three-year 
terms on the Gifts Discernment Committee. 

Other Reports: The Board approved a recommendation by Finance Commission chair , S.L. Simmons, that the Board 
use our annual Foundation allocation ($33,770) to pay down the balance on our line of credit. Properties chair, Tony 
Stovall, reported that work is underway on replacing the defective HVAC equipment that serves the sanctuary and chancel 
area of our building.  

Celebration/Recognition Event for Associate Pastor Chris Zepp: An event honor ing Chr is Zepp’s service as our         
Associate Pastor is being planned for Sunday afternoon, June 27. Please see the announcement elsewhere in this newsletter 
for more details. 

Thank you for reading! We look forward with excitement as our Search Committee continues its work seeking future ministerial 
leadership for our congregation. 

Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 
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PASTOR’S BOOK STUDY 
 
The next book study with Pastor Chris will meet 7-8 pm via zoom Thursday evenings over the next two 
months – May 6 and 20, and June 3 and 17.  We will be discussing Morality: Restoring the Common 
Good in Divided Times (2020) by the late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks: 
 

With liberal democracy embattled, public discourse grown toxic, family life breaking down, and 
drug abuse and depression on the rise, many fear what the future holds.  In Morality, respected faith 
leader and public intellectual Jonathan Sacks traces today's crisis to our loss of a strong, shared 
moral code and our elevation of self-interest over the common good. We have outsourced morality 
to the market and the state, but neither is capable of showing us how to live. Sacks leads readers 
from ancient Greece to the Enlightenment to the present day to show that there is no liberty without 
morality and no freedom without responsibility, arguing that we all must play our part in rebuilding 
a common moral foundation.  A major work of moral Philosophy,   
Morality is an inspiring vision of a world in which we can all find our place and face the future 
without fear. 

 
Though the discussion has already begun, you are more than welcome to join for the remaining sessions!  
So if you would like to join in reading and discussing this book with others over zoom over the coming 
months, please contact Pastor Chris (czepp@bwcob.org) to be included in the planning.  You may obtain 
the book on your own or order through the church at an estimated cost of $18.  Let Chris know if you 
wish to order a book when you sign-up. 

Thanks for all the prayers and support last week  April 5,6, and 7) while I underwent a heart valve     
replacement and installation of a heart pacemaker. All went well! Who would have thought this 91 year 
old could have been in and out of the hospital in two days. It couldn't. have happened with out three   
excellent surgeons and the prayers and support of family and friends.. We thank God for the love ex-
pressed by our church family through prayers, calls and meals brought in.  Thank you every one.  

~ Allen Clague 
 
To all who helped me through my illness.  Just to let everyone know how grateful I am.  For talking to 
me in the hospital on the phone, your concern and love.  Thanks for food, Stovalls, it was great, because 
I don’t want it to go out yet, not too sturdy.  Bless all my church family.  Love to all,                            

Patty S. Figgs & Mike, Jr. 
 
Thank you so much for allowing the BC field hockey team the use of the parking lot last Sunday.  It was 
a great way for the girls and parents to connect after a very unusual and difficult season.  Everyone   
commented on how lovely the view of the campus and fountain were from the hill.  Thank you again, it 
meant a lot to everyone that the church was willing to extend their hospitality; we were able to respond 
that it is the way of the Church of the Brethren.    

~ Yvonne Rankin  

GRADUATE INFORMATION REQUESTED 
 
The 2020-2021 school year has certainly been one like no other!  And as hard as it is to believe, the end 
of another year is now upon us.  Thus, we would like to recognize and celebrate our graduating seniors.  
So if you or some you know has, is, or will be completing their course(s) of study during this school year 
(high school, college, or graduate school), please contact Pastor Chris with their name and info so that 
they can be recognized in a future edition of Connections.   
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For Our Prayers during the Month of  May 2021 
  

  

 Holy Spirit, you console us in our trials, and you lead us to go beyond our usual horizons in unexpected 
ways. Give us the inner flexibility to let ourselves be led by you, you who alone can fulfil our desire.                                                   

(Prayer from Taize Community, April 24, 2021)   
  
 We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically 
 
… Bridgewater COB search committee:  Steve Watson, Chair, Mike Fike, Anita Beckman, Claire      
Wayman, Jon Wilson, Gladys Remnant, Julia Stutzman Coronado, Michael Hostetter, Ron 
Wyrick, Tim Kreps, as they work on behalf of the congregation to call new leadership.  May we also pray for those 
leaders who will be sensing a call to serve with the congregation.  
 
...  Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria)  
 
…  India and all its people, as COVID cases surge and the whole health care system is threatened. With special  
caring for the Brethren in India. "In Delhi, India’s worst-affected city, the health care system has “reached its limit” and 
could collapse if action is not taken, said Arvind Kejriwal, a top official.  
 
… Graduates of Bethany Theological Seminary and Bridgewater College  
  

 We hold those …who grieve:  The family of Karen Parker, daughter of Wilma Robertson, who died 
April 20; The families of Dale Ulrich, husband of Doris Metzler, who died March 3 
  
… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care…Barry Cox, son of Ron & Vi Cox 
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in   

rehabilitation, specifically for… Wendell Eller, Mike Figgs, Jr., Patty Figgs,  Scott Flora,                 
Anita Heatwole  

  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Ralph Compton, Lynne Brumbaugh, Jeanine 
Faw, daughter of Bill Faw, Paul Wampler, Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman) 
    
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & 
Hope Staton 


