BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Virtual Worship April 25, 2021 Premiering on YouTube at 11:00 am
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore I will trust you always
though I may seem lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
~Thomas Merton, “The Road Ahead,”
a reflection on Psalm 23, from Thoughts in Solitude

PRELUDE

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us

arr. Virginia Halberg

WELCOME & SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

Christy Dowdy

MOMENT FOR MISSION – SCOUTING

Matt Phillippi
Massanutten District and Unit Commissioner, Boy Scouts of America

CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN # 519

~Homiletics, adapted

Shepherd me, O God
(Recorded at BWCOB Sunday morning worship October 21, 2018)

PRAYER

~Homiletics, adapted

CHILDREN’S STORY
SCRIPTURE READING

Josh Eye
Psalm 23

HYMN INSERT

The 23rd Psalm

SCRIPTURE READING

John 10:11-18

HYMN # 589

NRSV
NEW BRITAIN (AMAZING GRACE)

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
(Recorded for BWCOB virtual worship May 3, 2020)

The Message
RESIGNATION

REFLECTIONS FROM A SHEPHERD

Amy Chapman

 What does it mean to you to be a shepherd? Do you enjoy it? What does the role mean
to you in real life?
 How did you learn to take care of sheep?
 For those that haven’t ever known and cared for sheep in real life, can you say something
about what it is really like? Are there misconceptions or stereotypes that you’d like to
debunk?
 What is the hardest part of being a shepherd? What brings you the most joy?
 How is the metaphor of God as a “Divine Shepherd” meaningful to you? What do YOU
think of when Jesus is called the “Good Shepherd”?
HOMILY

“Off the Map”
(Through the “What-Ifs” and “Even Thoughs”)

HYMN # 412

Chris Zepp

We shall walk through the valley

PRAYER OF THE COMMUNITY
HYMN # 493
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

I heard the voice of Jesus say

KINGSFOLD

~Earle W. Fike, Jr., adapted

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
(In the setting of J.S. Bach’s Sheep May Safely Graze)

arr. John Kraus

Pianist: Mary Beth Flory
Guitarist/Song Leader: Brent Holl
Worship Leadership: Scouts and Leaders of BSA Pack 38, Troop 38, and Troop 1038,
with Girls Scouts of Troop 424
Video Production: Chris Zepp

THE 23RD PSALM
NEW BRITAIN (AMAZING GRACE)

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want
He makes me to lie down
In pastures green he leads me
To the quiet waters by
My soul he does restore again
And me to walk he makes
Within the paths of righteousness
All for his own name’s sake
Yet though I walk in death’s dark vail
Oh I will fear no ill
For he is with me and his rod
And staff do comfort still
He set a feast before my eyes
In presence of my foes
My head with oil he does anoint
My cup it overflows
Goodness and mercy all my life
Will surely follow me
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be
Amazing grace
how sweet the sound…

