
April 2021 

Easter Outdoor Worship  
at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren  

 
Easter Sunday, April 4, at 11 a.m.  

 
Come and park... 
You will be able to hear the service from your radio setting.   
(If weather permits, lawn chairs are welcome!)   
Bread and Cup Communion will be offered in individual pre-packaged sets.  
(A virtual service will also be available on our YouTube Channel, airing at 11 a.m.)    

HERITAGE CENTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
 
Join the Heritage Center hillside this Easter at 6:30 a.m. for an in-person sunrise service! This will be the 
Center’s first in-person event since March of last year, and they look forward to gathering with others 
for worship!  
 
Chad Miller, pastor of Ridgeway Mennonite Church, will share a meditation, and music will be provided 
by a brass ensemble, including Kyle Remnant and Ben Bear  Participants will be seated by families, and 
it is requested that all participants wear face coverings and follow social-distancing guidelines. 
 
Please be sure to bring: 
 

A jacket 
A lawn chair 
A face covering 
An offering to support the Heritage Center 
A friend (or three) 
A heart full of joy! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
If you have shopped at Bridgewater Foods Store (BFS), you very may (or may not!)                            
have noticed a large wooden barrel just beyond the registers.  This barrel is a                                       
convenient collection point for the local Interchurch Food Pantry housed at our                                  
church.  Sponsored by the local Rotary Club, our very own Bob May regularly plays                                       
courier to the donations that are placed in that barrel.  So next time you are at BFS,                                               
consider purchasing a few extra items to donate to the Food Pantry – and just put                                        
them in that conveniently located barrel and let Bob deliver them to the pantry for you! 



BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT - March 2021 
 

Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration once again met online via Zoom in March. To keep the    
congregation informed, this article summarizes the Board’s most recent meeting on Wednesday, March 17.  

 

Search Committee Update: Search Committee chair , Steve Watson, met with the Board to provide an ear ly 
update. Steve reported that he has made preliminary contact with District Executive Minister, John Jantzi, to 
make him aware that our pastoral search is now active. The Search Committee will meet for the first time the 
week of March 22nd.  One of their first activities will be to produce our congregation’s profile. Our members 
will have opportunity to provide input to the Search Committee as they develop our profile. Be on the lookout 
for more information about this.  

 

Audio/Video Phase III Upgrade: Gladys Remnant, co-chair of the Worship & Music Commission, presented 
the commission’s proposal to proceed with Phase III of the Audio/Video upgrade project. The first two phases 
of the project were completed in mid-2020 with significant upgrades to our sanctuary’s video and sound     
systems to high-definition digital video and audio. Phase III of the project involves permanently mounting 
large screen high-definition monitors at three locations in the sanctuary and one location in the narthex. After 
a period of discussion, the Board voted unanimously to recommend Audio/Video Phase III to Council for   
consideration and final approval. If approved by Council, these monitors will make it much easier and less 
disruptive to use a variety of video elements during worship services and meetings. Two of the large screen 
monitors would be mounted at the front of the sanctuary, one on either side. A third, slightly smaller, large 
screen monitor would be mounted at the rear of the sanctuary so people in the chancel area can see. A fourth 
large screen monitor would be mounted in the narthex and could be used for various informational or         
programming purposes. Gladys also brought the good news that an anonymous donor has already contributed 
$30,000 in support of this project! This generous gift will cover almost all the Phase III expenses. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The February 28, 2021, Treasurer ’s Report reflects our financial situation two months 
into our church year. Envelope giving of $102,914.40 is roughly $2,000 under our budgeted amount of 
$105050.67. Total income as of February 28 was $104,485.51. Total Budgeted Expenses were $91,821.47, for 
a positive operating balance of $12,664.04. 

 

Pastors’ Reports: Pastor  Chr isty opened her  report with, “We are powerfully aware of the one-year mark of 
our COVID reality. I know people are weary; we are tired of the restrictions and weary of the uncertainties. In 
a meeting today with area pastors the discussion was the many ways the congregations have approached      
returning to worship, and the pressures many have experienced.  I am very grateful for the cautious approach 
BWCOB has made to the decisions surrounding the decisions and largely based on how we care for others and 
keep each other safe.” Christy also expressed gratitude for members who have agreed to serve on the Search 
Committee. She also reminded us that plans, weather permitting, are underway for an in-person, outdoor   
worship service on Easter Sunday, April 4. Pastor Chris reported the exciting news that he has been leading an 
Inquirers Class. The group consists of 10 – 12 youth, five of which have already indicated a desire to be     
baptized. 

 

Re-Opening Committee (ROC) Report: Pastor  Chris reported that 70-some survey responses have already 
been received to the survey that was published last week in E-Connections. These responses will help the 
ROC determine the best next steps to recommend to Board and Council as we anticipate with great hope the 
end of the pandemic and resumption of our in-person worship and other church activities. 

 

Other Reports: Proper ties chair , Tony Stovall, r epor ted on several items. Fir st, a new storage shed is being 
installed for the use of our scout troop. It will be aligned with other sheds behind our building, Second, the 
commission has identified major problems with our HVAC equipment. Appropriate repair or replacement  
options are being researched by the Properties Commission. Third, the Commission is exploring possibilities 
for drilling a well on County land above our garden for use in watering the garden. The Board also heard good 
reports from several other commissions on their continuing work. 

 

The Board expresses its appreciation, admiration, and love to our entire congregation for remaining engaged as we 
worship and hold meetings together, including Congregational Council meetings, all online. We look forward with 
excitement as our Search Committee begins their work seeking future ministerial leadership for our congregation. 

Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 



COUNCIL REPORT 
 

The Bridgewater Church of the Brethren met in Council on Sunday, March 14. The meeting was fully 
remote, and approximately eighty persons participated. 
 
The main item on the agenda was the Staffing Proposal as developed by the Transition Team and       
approved by the Board of Administration. The Proposal stipulated a team pastorate consisting of three 
positions: worship/administration, pastoral care/outreach, and Christian education/spiritual growth (a 
three-fourths time position). Council approved an amendment making the Christian education/spiritual 
growth position full time, and then it approved the Proposal as amended. Both votes were nearly       
unanimous. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report (S. L. Simmons, Chair, Finance Commission) stated that expenses for 2020 were 
$545,150 (budgeted $630,000), income was $607,001 (budgeted $630,000), and the operating balance 
was $61,851. The 2021 budget is $12,664 in the black. $128,968 remains on the roof repairs. 
 
The Gifts Discernment Committee (Sharon Kiracofe, Chair) presented the following candidates for   
affirmation: 
 
Church Board: Kathy Zimmerman, one-year unexpired term; Andie Neher, two-year unexpired term. 
Annual Conference delegates for 2021: Heather Barkey, Peggy Lineweaver, Bill Miracle. 
 

Council affirmed the list of candidates. 
 
The Re-Opening Committee (Chris Zepp, Chair) will conduct a congregational survey. (The survey will 
be completed by the time this report is published.)  
 
The Early Learning Center (Kaity Remnant) will request status as an independent corporation to remove 
the congregation from the threat of liability. It plans to seek financial support from the community. 
 
The Foundation (Jim Replogle, Chair), provided an informational report. The current rise in equities has 
benefitted the Foundation. 
 
Interim Pastor Christy Dowdy concluded the meeting with reflections. 
 
Steve Longenecker 
Moderator 

WHAT WILL THE ELC BE CALLED?  
 
WE WOULD LIKE YOUR INPUT!  
The title “Early Learning Center” implies a program is not simply child care, but also educational and 

focused on the development of children.  So that will definitely be a part of the final name for the Early 

Learning Center currently under development.  But we are still searching for a name to accompany the 

words “Early Learning Center.”  The congregation is encouraged to provide name suggestions which 

would incorporate these words in a name that reflects our values and provides distinction of this program 

from others in the community.  Suggested names should be submitted by no later than Easter Sunday by 

contacting Pastor Chris at czepp@bwcob.org or 540-209-5592.  Please include a description of your   

suggested name’s importance or deeper meaning, along with any accompanying ideas such as logo    

concepts, etc.  If you wish, you may request a copy of the working document entitled: “Mission and  

Values” for more inspiration.  We can’t wait to hear your ideas! 

mailto:czepp@bwcob.org


REAL ESTATE: A FORM OF CHARITABLE GIVING 
 

In unpredictable economic times, many donors may be wary of making large donations of cash, even to charities they would 
otherwise like to support. Nonprofits are therefore increasingly encouraging donors to make gifts of non-liquid assets,      
including real estate. When thoroughly screened and properly structured, real estate gifts can help donors meet their        
financial planning and philanthropic goals, while providing charities with a fresh source of funding.  
 

Although real estate holdings make up a significant share of the assets for U.S. households, only a small proportion of    
charitable contributions take the form of land or buildings. Many people who own surplus real estate may prefer to donate 
their appreciated property to charity rather than sell the property themselves, especially if their goal is to minimize taxes or 
generate retirement income. Because real estate gifts are more complex and costly for charities to process and manage than 
cash donations, it is important to consider donating to charitable organizations with a clear set of gift acceptance policies 
and procedures in place. 
 

Prospective donors should look for policy guidelines that outline the types of properties that will and will not be accepted, 
such as residential, commercial, or undeveloped land. The types of estate planning structures that donors may use when 
making these gifts should also be stated, such as charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift annuities, and retained life     
estates. In addition, find out if there are stipulations on the charity’s acceptance of properties that come with mortgages or 
other risk factors. 
 

How It Works 
After a real estate gift has been approved on a preliminary basis by the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren Foundation, the 
donor may then be asked to provide more complete information about the property. This due diligence phase generally     
includes an investigation of the title with the help of a real estate attorney, assessments of the local market and                  
environmental conditions, a professional inspection, and a site visit by the organization’s representative. Typically, the  
charitable organization covers the costs of conducting these studies. After the due diligence has been completed and The 
Foundation has agreed to accept the gift, the donor  would be notified of the findings of the investigations, and of 
plans for how the final transfer of the property will occur. When considering charitable gifts of real estate, there are multiple 
advantages for donors, including generating income, deferring or lowering taxes, and eliminating ongoing expenses of  
property maintenance. Be sure to consult your tax professional for more information about real estate contributions to    
charities. 

 
~ The Foundation Board 

REMEMBERING ….  

 
Harold Franklin Good, passed away Sunday, February 28, 2021, at Timberview Crossing Assisted Living Facility at 
the age of 99.   He was married for 75 years to Doris Good, who preceded him in death August, 16, 2020.  Harold joined 
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren in 1950 and served in many ways throughout the years.  He was known to be able to fix 
many things, and was a faithful Deacon, usher and gardener.  He retired from Turner Ashby High School in 1985, where he 
taught Chemistry, Physics, and science.   
 

Dale Vernon Ulrich, 89, died on March 3 at Br idgewater  (Va.) Retirement Community. He had been a leading      

administrator and professor at Bridgewater College, a founding board member of Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc., and an     

organizer for the international celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Church of the Brethren. In 1953, he married Claire 

Marie Gilbert Ulrich, who was his partner for 57 years until her death. Early in their marriage they joined Brethren          

Volunteer Service and codirected a community development project in Baltimore, Md.. A lifetime member of the Church of 

the Brethren, he became a member of the Bridgewater congregation in 1964.  He married Doris Metzler in 2012 and they 

enjoyed years of traveling and faithfully supported the church.  Most recently, Dale and Doris were named as Deacon  

Emeriti by the BWCOB Church Board.   



THERE’S A DISASTER!  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
Let’s join together and see how many buckets we can fill! 
Place your order, by marking the items you are willing to purchase and sending 
your order form to the church office by April 19. The order form is attached in 
eConnections, and is available for download from our website under the             
Announcements tab.  JOY Circle is inviting YOU to join them in assembling 
Church World Service Emergency Cleanup Buckets, often called “Disaster    
Buckets,” to assist those who have experienced disasters such as tornadoes or              
flooding.  OUR GOAL is to fill twenty buckets (estimated cost of over $1,600 
dollars) and to provide additional funds for shipping.  You can help us meet this 
goal, both by covering the cost of some of the items below, and by helping with 
the assembling of the buckets on Saturday morning, May 22.  (More information 
will be shared about the bucket assembly in May.)  Because the list of items that 
goes into the buckets is very specific, so that the items fit in “just right,” JOY  
Circle members will be purchasing the actual items.  You can help by donating 
funds to cover any of the items below, in any quantity or combination.  For      
instance, some may wish to cover the three sponges, others may wish to provide 
funds for all of the dish detergent, while some may wish to cover the cost of an 
entire bucket, or the processing fee for all!  Simply put your donation in an      
envelope, marking it for “Disaster Cleanup Bucket” and deliver to church or mail 
to 420 College View Drive.   An updated list of what is needed for purchase will 
be posted here:  https://www.bwcob.org/disaster-bucket-project/.   Thanks for 
sharing your love and concern for those who are experiencing DISASTERS! 
  
 
Item Needed for each bucket:                   Cost /bucket          Est. Total Cost                    Current # Needed 
Bucket with lid                                              $7.00 bucket                 $140.00                                         20 
Four scouring pads                                        $3.00 per pack              $60.00                                           20 
Seven small sponges and one large               $3.25 per set of 8         $65.00                                           20 
One scrub brush                                            $5.00 per brush             $100.00                                         20 
18 reusable cleaning towels                           $6.50 per 18                 $130.00                                          20 
50 oz. bottle of liquid laundry detergent        $10.00 per bottle          $200.00                                         20 
24  oz. bottle of liquid dish soap                    $5.00 per bottle            $100.00                                         20 
16 oz. bottle of liquid household cleaner       $4.00 per bottle            $80.00                                           20 
Package of 48-50 clothespins                         $5.50 per pkg.              $110.00                                         20 
Clotheslines, two 50 ft.-plastic coated           $6.00 per pair                $120.00                                         20 
Five dust masks                                              $2.00 for 5                    $40.00                                           20 
Two pairs of non-surgical latex gloves          $1.00 for 2                    $16.00                                           20 
One pair of leather work gloves                     $10.00 per pair             $200.00                                         20 
25 heavy duty 30-45 gallon trash bags           $12.00 per roll              $240.00                                         20 
6-9 oz. bottle non-aerosol insect repellant      $6.00 per bottle            $120.00                                         20 
Processing fee per bucket                               $3.00 each                    $60.00                                           20 
Approximate Cost per Bucket                        $80.00                           $1,781.00                                      20 
 

https://www.bwcob.org/disaster-bucket-project/


Bridgewater Church of the Brethren Disaster Bucket Project 
 

Preparing Church World Service Emergency Buckets 
 
JOY Circle members will be doing the shopping for the bucket supplies listed below, to meet the 
exacting CWS requirements for items that are included in the buckets. You can help by 
donating money to cover the costs of items that will be packed in each bucket. Check the items 
for which you would like to make a donation and include with your check, to be delivered to 
church or mailed to 420 College View Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812, by April 19. 
Thanks for joining in! Watch for information on the assembling of the buckets! 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
I would like to cover the cost of purchase of the following items: 
 
Item needed for each bucket           Estimated Cost of Item      Number          $ Amount 
Clotheslines, two 50 ft.-plastic coated        $7.00 bucket                              ________             _______ 
Four scouring pads                                          $3.00 per pack                           ________             _______ 
Seven small sponges and one large             $3.25 per set of 8                       ________             _______ 
One scrub brush                                              $5.00 per brush                          ________             _______ 
18 reusable cleaning towels                          $6.50 per 18                                ________            _______ 
50 oz. bottle of liquid laundry detergent    $10.00 per bottle                        ________            _______ 
24 oz. bottle of liquid dish soap                    $5.00 per bottle                          ________            _______ 
16 oz. bottle of liquid household cleaner   $4.00 per bottle                           ________            _______ 
package of 48-50 clothespins                       $5.50 per pkg.                              ________             _______ 
Clotheslines, two 50 ft.-plastic coated        $6.00 per pair                              ________             _______ 
Five dust masks                                               $2.00 for 5                                    ________             _______ 
Two pairs of non-surgical latex gloves        $1.00 for 2                                    ________             _______ 
One pair of leather work gloves                   $10.00 per pair                            ________             _______ 
25 heavy duty 30-45 gallon trash bags       $12.00 per roll                              ________            _______ 
6-9 oz. bottle insect repellant                       $6.00 per bottle                           ________            _______ 
Processing fee per bucket                             $3.00 each                                     ________            _______ 
Approximate Cost per Bucket $80.00 



Words of gratitude seem inadequate for all the love, care, thoughts, phone calls, beautiful cards,      
poinsettias, and expressions of encouragement that I received from all of you during my long six month 
journey of three surgeries and hospitalizations for my leg staph infection, and face and neck abscesses.  
Through your love and care, God has graciously given me strength and healing.  I want to thank Pastor 
Christy immeasurably for her many, many phone calls and beautiful prayers that helped to sustain me 
during this difficult time.  May God richly bless all of you for reaching out to me in such wonderful 
ways!   
Prayerfully and gratefully in the love of God, Kay M. Bowman 

PASTOR’S BOOK STUDY 
 
The next book study with Pastor Chris will meet 7-8 pm via zoom Thursday evenings over the next two 
months – April 22, May 6 and 20, and June 3 and 17.  We will be discussing Morality: Restoring the 
Common Good in Divided Times (2020) by the late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks: 
 

With liberal democracy embattled, public discourse grown toxic, family life breaking down, and 
drug abuse and depression on the rise, many fear what the future holds.  In Morality, respected faith 
leader and public intellectual Jonathan Sacks traces today's crisis to our loss of a strong, shared 
moral code and our elevation of self-interest over the common good. We have outsourced morality 
to the market and the state, but neither is capable of showing us how to live. Sacks leads readers 
from ancient Greece to the Enlightenment to the present day to show that there is no liberty without 
morality and no freedom without responsibility, arguing that we all must play our part in rebuilding 
a common moral foundation.  A major work of moral Philosophy, Morality is an inspiring vision of 
a world in which we can all find our place and face the future without fear. 

 
If you would like to join in reading and discussing this book with others over zoom over the coming 
months, please contact Pastor Chris (czepp@bwcob.org) to be included in the planning.  You may obtain 
the book on your own or order through the church at an estimated cost of $18.  Let Chris know if you 
wish to order a book when you sign-up. 

ELLSWORTH NEFF RESIGNS 
 
Ellsworth Neff has resigned as the Sound, Light and Video Coordinator for our church. Ellsworth has 
served the congregation skillfully and well in that role for many years.  On behalf of the congregation, I 
extend our heartfelt thanks to Ellsworth for his many years of faithful service to our church family. We 
will miss him in that role and wish him the very best.   
                                                                                                   ~ Ted Flory, Church Board Chair  

mailto:czepp@bwcob.org


For Our Prayers during the Month of  April 2021 
 

This opening prayer comes from On Earth Peace’s 2021 Easter prayer and worship resource.  We are 
invited to set aside time to engage with our mind, spirit and body … to go away for a while as Jesus so 
often did.   
 

In the midst of this world, broken and blessed  
We breathe in the One, in spirit and presence  
(Breathe deeply, at least three deep inhalations and exhalations, activating your whole body)  
 

Breathe in the presence of the One who became human, the Son of Man, the Human one.  
Jesus, savior, brother, teacher, Lord.  
Breathe deeply and invite Jesus to become real for you, now.  
 

Let the whole life of Jesus infuse our prayer  
Remember moments in the life of Jesus which are especially meaningful, challenging, or bring joy or wonder.  
 

We follow Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane.  
In Silence:   Remember the costs we have felt or feared from following Jesus.  Pray with him.  
“Let it be as You, not I, would have it.  If this cup cannot pass by, but I must drink it, Your will be done!”   
 

We follow Jesus to Calvary.  
In silence:   Remember the crucifixion of Christ, and all those who are degraded, beaten, persecuted and killed by the forces 
of violence and death.   
 

Lord, revive us again.  Open us to the possibility of sharing in your resurrection power. 
  

We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically 

… Bridgewater COB search committee as they prepare for calling new pastoral leadership  

… Those whose lives are directly impacted by the tragic shooting deaths in Atlanta, GA and Boulder, CO  

… The many Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who live in camps within the city of Maiduguri, Nigeria.  Boko     
Haram causes havoc in the surrounding countryside, making it too dangerous for the IDIP’s to leave the town for farming.  
Pray for the Disaster Ministry of EYN (the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) as it travels to and from Maiduguri to 
bring assistance to these needy displaced persons.      
  

 We hold those …who grieve:  The families of Dale Ulrich, husband of Doris Metzler, who died March 3; 
The family of Harold Good, who died February 28 
  
… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care… 
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in   

rehabilitation, specifically for… Chester Bowman, Mike Figgs, Jr., Anita Heatwole, Scott Flora  

  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Ralph Compton, Lynne Brumbaugh, Jeanine 
Faw, daughter of Bill Faw, Paul Wampler, Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman) 
    
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & 
Hope Staton 


