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CHRISTMAS EVE WITH BRIDGEWATER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
 
In this most unusual year, our Holiday celebrations will look decidedly different from our usual traditions and rituals.  
Christmas Eve is no exception.  But we are excited to offer two new takes on this beloved Christmas tradition that 
will both keep us all safe while also giving us opportunities to celebrate the Incarnation and the birth of Jesus… 
 

 
An Outside, Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

7 pm, Thursday, December 24 
 

In the upper church parking lot 

Stay in your car and hear the scriptures and carols 
  (Lawn chairs and blankets also welcome!)  

Light candles together as we celebrate this special night 

Receive Communion (safely pre-packaged) 

Invite local friends and family  

(In case of inclement weather this service will not be held) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Virtual Christmas Eve Service 
Premiering at 7 pm, Thursday, December 24 

 
Watch on the BWCOB YouTube Channel on    the device of your choice (Same as    Sunday services)  

Worship in your home or even from the road!    

Tune in for the 7 pm premiere, or anytime thereafter     (perhaps even after attending the outside service 
in person!) 

Stay safe and warm while you watch and listen, sing along,   and light the candles in your own home 
(Pants and PJs optional) 

Invite friends and family close by or far away 



CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITIES  
MANY WAYS TO SHARE THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON   

 
 
 

We are well aware there will not be a “Christmas Eve” offering this year, so we hope many who are able will mail in their 
checks or give online to these designated Christmas offerings.  (If you have specific ways in which you’d like your contribu-
tion to be designated, please let us know.) 
 
 

Bridgewater Church of the Brethren Christmas Offering will be designated to the following ministr ies:     
 
Mountain Valley Elementary School Book Drive  
For many years our congregation has supported the Backpack Program at Mountain View Elementary  
School. The program is not being offered this year due to the Covid attendance schedule and because  
there are other sources of food assistance for families. There is, however,  another way we can be  
helpful. The school is trying to provide students with personal copies of books during this time when 
their school attendance is limited.  
 
Central Valley Habitat for Humanity  

Our congregation voted to join a coalition in support of a new Habitat build in Harrisonburg. Our     
commitment was $10,000 of which we already have $6,000 in hand. $4,000 would complete our      
commitment to this project. 

 
Church of the Brethren Disaster Ministries  (BDM*)  

60 years of responding to need through Emergency Disaster Fund grants  
40 years of serving children and families through Children’s Disaster Services  
2020 responses during DOVID-19 included grants to churches and partners,  
adapted rebuilding Individual Kits of Comfort.   
Support is needed now more than ever.   

JOIN THE BWCOB ADVENT/CHRISTMAS VIRTUAL HYMN SING!! 
  
Be a part of the first ever Bridgewater Church of the Brethren Advent/Christmas Virtual Hymn 
Sing!  All you need is some time, a recording and playback device, a pair of earbuds, a high speed 
internet connection, and a     willing voice.  All the instructions you will need can be found online at 
bit.ly/bwcobhymn,     including a link to a tutorial video to guide you step by step through the      
process.  Don’t delay…the deadline for recording your part is Sunday, November 29th .  The 
resulting music will be featured in our upcoming Advent virtual worship services.  Questions?  Contact Jon Wilson at  
jwilson@staunton.k12.va.us.   
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to add your voice to some of our beloved holiday carols! 

CHILDREN’S ADVENT CALENDAR 
 
                               This year the children are going to be participating in Advent through a virtual Advent Calendar. Each              
                              day the children will click on a link to hear the message for the day. Some days it will be a Christmas   
                              Bible Story; other days it will be a reflection on this year’s church theme or other holiday questions;  
                              and other days there will be challenges to give. The children are going to support Habitat for  
                              Humanity this Advent season. I invite everyone to enjoy the Advent Calendar (through e-Connections)  
                              and to participate in our giving to Habitat! Blessings, Josh Eye 

http://bit.ly/bwcobhymn
mailto:jwilson@staunton.k12.va.us


NEWS FROM THE BWCOB LIBRARY 
 
The Library is extending our walls with Portico Pickup.  A three drawer file cabinet filled 
with books is outside the library windows on the portico.  Our current spotlight is our large 
collection of Christmas Books.  Adult books, both fiction and nonfiction, are in the top 
drawer.  Books for our younger readers are in the middle drawer.  Additional directions for 
checking out books are on the file cabinet.  Come take a look and watch for a new       
spotlighted collection in 2021. 
 
Two years ago, the library staff began a major update of our program.  We touched every 
book, weeded many, repaired some, ordered new titles while celebrating donations, noted 
areas for development and rearranged.  Thanks to an anonymous donation, in October of 
2019 we purchased library software and a computer for the library.  Over the last year, we 
have barcoded every book and are in the process of adding them to our online                 
catalog.   The task is nearing completion and we couldn’t wait any longer to get this search 
tool in your hands.  Go to https://www.bwcob.org/about-us/library/ and click on the 
“Search the Catalog” button to explore our collection from home.  When you find books you would like to check out, 
you can contact library staff listed below or email library@bwcob.org and we can leave the books in the bottom     
drawer of the Portico Pickup cabinet. 
 
We are glad to also offer individual logins to the catalog.  With your login, you can see what you have checked out 
now or in the past, renew books, reserve books and create a Book Bin (like a shopping cart) of titles you want.   
Contact library staff listed below or email library@bwcob.org to get login information. 
 
Kathryn Albright  Mary Ann Angleberger 
Eleanor Bowman  Jeanne Neff 
Peggy Lineweaver, 540.476.1271 
Dianne Murray, 540.421.2732 

RACISM 
  
In Pastor Chris’s book study this fall, we have been reading White Too Long by Robert P. Jones.  The 
book describes the progression of racism/ white supremacy in our culture and how it has woven itself 
into the fabric of our being as a nation and society.  We have grieved with horror the stories of            
Reconstruction, Jim Crow days, and the Civil Rights movement.  We have shared personal experiences 
and stories of racism.  We have sat in silence, together, allowing the pain to sink in.  
 
Some of us think racism has improved.  Some of us still feel the deep divide in the soul of our nation, in 
that racism has just taken on a new façade of socioeconomic differences keeping the inequality fresh and 
very present.  There is evidence in our newspapers on a daily basis, and Covid has given me pause for 
contemplation and realization.  
 
As a white privileged person raised in the Church of the Brethren with no family history of slavery and 
very few personal experiences with racism, the question of what to do now is with me.  The last chapter, 
which I have not yet read, is on “Reckoning: Toward Responsibility and Repair.”  I hope it will help me.  
 

~ Alice Lee Hopkins 
 

https://www.bwcob.org/about-us/library/
mailto:library@bwcob.org
mailto:library@bwcob.org


ADVENT IN THE WILDERNESS 
  
Our “In the Wilderness” blog has been pretty quiet in recent months.  But perhaps it is time to reactivate 
it again, just in time for the holiday season.  So if you have a thought, meditation or video you’d like 
share with our congregation as part of this series, we’d love for you to offer your contribution!  It could 
be a written meditation, music, a picture/photo, something you’ve run across which is thought            
provoking, a video (humor appreciated!) etc.  Contact Pastor Chris at czepp@bwcob.org with your idea 
and/or contribution.  

ROC UPDATE 
  
Since the Board of Administration approved the recommendation of the Reopening Committee (ROC) to 
continue with virtual worship as our primary means of coming together through at least the New Year 
last month, the effects of the pandemic have actually increased in intensity throughout most of the     
country.  In mid-November, the governor of Virginia issued new, stricter public health guidelines in  
order to help reverse this trend.  BWCOB has chosen to be conservative in our gathering and prudent in 
our building usage – and the initial recommendations from the ROC anticipated the possibility of such 
roll-backs – so not much has needed to change for us.  However, we have lowered the maximum       
allowed group size using our space from 50 to 25 (though we have rarely approached that limit) and 
made a few other minor changes such as discouraging multiple small groups from using the building at 
the same time.  Hopefully, with our continued observance of these limitations, we will all be able to stay 
safe and healthy as we look forward to a time when we can once again gather fully, freely, and safely.   

CHILD CARE INITIATIVE UPDATE 
 
Over the last month, many of us have taken the opportunity to view the informational video and/or    
participated in one of the listening sessions on zoom and at BRC highlighting the proposed Child Care 
Initiative (CCI) of our congregation.  The level of engagement and enthusiasm, the depth of discussion, 
and the insightful questions asked in these sessions was heartening for all of those who have been    
working for the past few years to bring forward a vision of providing high quality, affordable, and      
reliable child care to help support working families in the Bridgewater and surrounding area.   
 
The committee will now be taking the insights and questions raised in these sessions and continuing the 
work of putting together a plan that can potentially bring this vision into reality.  The hope and intent is 
that a conceptual proposal can be brought to the next congregational council meeting in February for 
discussion and affirmation.  With such affirmation, the committee would continue its work throughout 
the spring with the goal of bringing a full proposal to the council for a vote on appropriation in May.  
This timeline would allow more than a full year for the implementation process, with a target start date 
of the fall of 2022.   
 
Stay tuned for further updates in the months to come.  We hope that you will be part of the process of 
exploring the possibilities for this exciting potential outreach ministry! 

mailto:czepp@bwcob.org


Dear Bridgewater Church,  
I want to thank each of you for your prayers, support, and many cards      
during this period of my illness. I am grateful that the radiation treatments 
have helped to manage my pain. Although we don't yet know what the       
ultimate will be, I am considerably improved and gaining more strength. I 
am able to walk with a walker, and can walk some short distances            
independently. Again, I thank you for your support, and seek your continued 
prayers.                                                                                   ~ Paul Wampler 
 
To the generous unnamed giver who left the beautifully carved walking stick 
for me on the portico – Thank you!  I will long remember your anonymous 
thoughtfulness as I carry it with me along life’s journey, wherever that may 
take me.                                                                                      ~ Pastor Chris 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our effort to send end of semester 
gift cards to our college students near and far this year.  It has been a most 
stressful and trying time for all of our students in these Covid times, and 
your generosity has helped us provide at least a bit of a pick-me-up for    
approximately 40 students as they finish their semesters and enter the       
holiday season!   

                                                                                        ~ Pastor Chris 

THOSE WHO DREAM  
 
I just read an email in which a Bridgewater College student, who had planned to return home to Iowa  
for her Thanksgiving break, let me know that her plans were cancelled.  It was she that decided it was 
too risky to fly home this year.  She’s a freshman, and I admire her wisdom.  I also weep for her  
reality, along with many others.    
 
Many of you are aware that also this week, my spouse, Dale, and I received news that his half-brother, Don Dowdy, died 
of COVID in a Lincoln, NE hospital.  My sister-in-law, is in the same hospital, receiving intense medical care to fight her 
COVID.  Again, the reality hits home.  Granted, Don was 85, and he had some health issues, but he had just finished   
driving the combine for fall harvest.  He was a cattle farmer, and had lived his life as a father, grandfather, solid Lutheran 
and a cowboy.  I also weep for the grief we experience, along with many others.   
 
Daily we read of the refusal of the current president to announce his concession.  It appears he continues to stir the pot of 
divisiveness and threatens to bring more law suits forward.  Meanwhile, the pandemic cases rise and threats are made. I 
also weep for the division of our country, along with many others.  
 
I want to be “Those who dream,” along with many others. This Advent season, we find ourselves isolated from each    
other and continue to worship from our own homes.  How can it be that we will not be together in the sanctuary this 
Christmas Eve?  The theme of these coming weeks for our worship services is one which caught my eye early in October.   
 
The phrase comes from Psalm 126 which has these opening lines:  
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
 
The Creators of the series of “A Sanctified Art,” entice me with this invitation: * 
What does it look like to live as those who dream?   The prophets, the psalmist, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth,       
Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the Magi – they were all dreamers.  They received, discovered, and responded 
to God’s dreams for the world. In Advent we step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they shape our   
reality.* 
 
Along with all of you, I hope we will be like those who dream this Advent season and into the coming year. I dream of a 
deeper connection with God for each of us and we dream of a better world.   
I am thankful to be with you on this journey as we dream together ….  
Pastor Christy  
 
*sanctifiedart.org, developed by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 



For Our Prayers during the Month of  DECEMBER 2020 
  

A prayer for us all, as adapted from “Those Who Dream…*”   
 
God of all dreams,  
Over and over again in scripture, we hear your dream for a beautiful world.  
We hear your dream for peace and reconciliation.  
We hear your dream for harmony and togetherness  
We hear your dream for community and hope.  We hear your dreams.  Help us to open our eyes.  
We often want to continue to live with the curtains drawn, the covers pulled tight.  
Forgive us.  Kindle a hope in us that will burn through the darkest nights.  
Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this suffering world.   
With hope we pray …   
 
We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically… 

… the 250,000 and more families who are grieving due to a COVID death  

… all those who intensely feel the impact of the Coronavirus throughout our community, our country and world.   

… our Nigerian brothers and sisters, as they experience more tragedy and Sharon Flaten, who resides and works there.  

…  all those impacted by the hurricanes which have devastated many areas this fall. Hurricane Iota made landfall in Nicaragua on Novem-
ber 16 as a   category 4 storm and traveled through Central America for three days dumping heavy rain and causing widespread flooding and 
landslides, with  
Honduras taking the brunt of the storm. Just two weeks previously, Hurricane Eta made landfall on Nov. 3 causing extensive flooding and 
mudslides that damaged roads, destroyed bridges, and isolated entire regions of Central America. The people most affected by the storms were 
already dealing with high unemployment, food insecurity, and hardships from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
…the Transition Team of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren as they continue to discern recommendations  
  
 …those who grieve:  The family of Don Dowdy, brother of Dale Dowdy, who died November 15; The family of Mike 
Kline, husband of Lisa, who died November 14; The family of Grace Fleishman, who died October 17 
  
… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care…Harold Good 
  
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabilitation, specifi-

cally for…   
        Kay Bowman 
  
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Ralph Compton, Lynne Brumbaugh, Paul Wampler, Betty 
Wayman    
        (mother of Claire Wayman), Bonnie & John Glick’s daughter, Kate Baker 
    
…those requiring long-term healthcare, specifically those at…   
        Accordius Heath at Harrisonburg, Bridgewater  Retirement Community, Harrisonburg Health & Rehab, 

&  
                     Sunnyside 
  
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & Hope Staton  
  
  
 For these and all God’s children we pray… 



BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
December 2020 Newsletter 

 

Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration once again met online via Zoom in November. In this COVID 
time of separation, to keep you informed this article summarizes the Board’s activity.  

Treasurer’s Report: We reviewed the October  31 Treasurer ’s Report. The report continues to show a slow     
fall-off in giving compared to our budgeted expectations. At the end of July envelope giving was about $7,200 
ahead of projections, at the end of August envelope giving had slipped to about $8,000 below projections, at the 
end of September envelope giving had dropped to about $24,000 below budget, and at the end of October we 
are just over $28,000 short of our budgeted expectations. The Board of Administration gratefully acknowledges 
everyone’s continued support in this time of isolation. If you are behind in your commitment and you are       
financially able, we would gratefully receive your renewed support. 

Although envelope giving has fallen behind in the last three months, we continue to maintain a positive, but        
declining, operating total (income over expenses). At the end of October our operating balance is roughly 
$29,400 (down from about $34,000 last month). This is primarily because our expenses are also                     
correspondingly lower during this time. We are on budget for supporting our mission and ministry partners. 
Through September we have contributed $24,891.93 to our partners out of an annual budget of $28,484. Many 
expense items are well-below budget. The Board will continue to monitor our congregation’s finances closely. 

Pastors’ Reports: Our  pastors repor ted on their  ongoing work in this time of separation. Pastor  Christy    
reported briefly on the work of scheduling and performing staff reviews, a task which has not been done in 
many years. She also reported on worship plans for the advent and Christmas season. Pastor Chris reported that 
in lieu of the care packages we normally prepare and send to our college students this time of year, out of safety 
considerations we plan to send holiday gift cards instead. Those gift cards will be sent by the end of this month. 

Transition Team Report: Chair  Er in Dalrymple repor ted on the ongoing work of the Transition Team.    
Considering all the feedback from Focus Groups and individual conversations, the Team is now focused on   
determining the best ministry and staff model for our congregation. The Board anticipates the Transition Team 
will complete its work by the end of January. 

Re-opening Committee: With COVID-19 infections on the rise just about everywhere, Pastor Chris reported that 
the Re-opening Committee strongly recommends we continue our current method of online worship and limited 
small-group usage of the church building. Below is an updated graph of COVID-19 infections in Rockingham 
County, prepared from Virginia Department of Health data by Bridgewater Town Manager Jay Litten. As a   
reminder, the “Calculated Rate” is the number of active COVID-19 infections in the most recent 21-day period; 
the “Alt Rate” uses a less cautious 14-day period. While the rate of new infections trended downward in        
October, it is alarmingly trending back upward in November. 

 

 



OFFICE STAFF HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 
The church office will be closed December 23-January 1.  Office staff will return to the office on Monday, January 4.  
Some staff will be checking messages during that time.  If you have pastoral needs, contact Interim Pastor Christy by 
calling her cell (1-814-599-6307) or Pastor Chris on his cell (209-5592). 

 

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
CONTINUED 

 

Childcare Initiative: The Board spent some time discussing next steps for  the Childcare Initiative following 
several quite positive and successful feedback sessions. For more information see the article on the initiative 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Christmas Offering: The Board discussed our  congregation’s annual Christmas offering and decided to focus 
on three areas with local and national/global outreach. 

Backpack Program ($1,000): A ministry of our congregation has been to serve the Mountain View       
Elementary School through the Backpack Program.  Because of COVID-19 the program has not been 
offered this year. The need for books has been identified by the counselors for families with limited 
resources. With this help our ministry can continue. 

Central Valley Habitat for Humanity ($4,000): You will recall that at the November 1 Council Meeting 
our congregation voted to join a coalition in support of a new Habitat build in Harrisonburg. Our   
commitment was $10,000 of which we already have $6,000 in hand. The $4,000 will complete our 
commitment to this project. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries (the balance): A critically important ministry of the Church of the Brethren 
that focuses on disaster rebuilds and children’s disaster ministries with both national and global     
response. For more information, visit https://www.brethren.org/bdm/. 

Other Reports: The Board heard good repor ts from several other  commissions and the foundation on their  
continuing work. 

This is our final scheduled Board meeting of 2020. The Board closed its meeting by acknowledging outgoing      
members, expressing warm appreciation to Kathleen Gardner, Gladys Remnant, Heather Driver, and Ann Daggett 
who are all completing their terms. The Board also wishes everyone a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season, and 
extends its sincere appreciation and gratitude to all of you for keeping us engaged with each other in this wilderness 
time. We look forward to the time when we can all be together in person again. 
Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 


