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OUR “OTHER” GARDEN 
 

                                                    Many of you have lent a helping hand in our produce garden in the large lots behind         
                                                    our church.  We are very proud of the service work our  church does in providing the  
                                                    Food Pantry with fresh vegetables.  In this time of not meeting regularly together, also  
                                                    remember our “other” gardens on the “other” side of the church;  this area can serve as  
                                                    an  outdoor sanctuary for personal meditation or small group gatherings and you are  
                                                     invited to enjoy its peaceful serenity and even pull a weed or two while visiting! 
 
                                                    Throughout history, the church has planted gardens, perhaps because it is in a garden 
that one feels closest to God.  There are many references to gardens in the scriptures.  Adam and Eve were placed by 
God in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus spent the last night of his life here on earth in the Garden of Gethsemane, and it was 
in a garden tomb that Jesus’ body was laid to rest. 
 
The seed for our first Church Garden was first planted in 2000, and plans began with a  
picket fence erected to surround three sections. The pergola, benches, plantings in the  
Upper Garden have been the setting for proposals, weddings and many wedding  
portraits. The fish pond there is a favorite spot for our church children to visit as they  
feed the fish and leave seeds for birds in nearby feeders.  A path through the Middle  
Garden leads past a statue of St. Francis of Assisi to the Lower Garden area where ashes 
can be interred.  Since the Garden dedication in 2003, it has provided the final resting  
place for the cremains of 51 persons.  The names of persons interred here are on the  
wall in the west entry hall. Benches in the lower garden provide a quiet place for  
reflection, for watching the sun set behind the western mountains, and for memories of loved ones.  To plan for events 
and celebrations in the Church Garden or find out more about our cremains garden, please contact the church office. 

SANCTUARY SOUND SYSTEM UPDATE 
 

Over the past couple months, the sound system and streaming hardware in the Sanctuary has received some substantial 
upgrades! These upgrades have been installed in two distinct phases: Phase I focused on video streaming additions, and 
Phase II focused on Sound System Updates. RTW Media provided the installations and hardware recommendations. 
 
The Video Streaming Additions (Phase I) include the installation of a new PTZ camera and control interface to digital-
ly stream services/events from the sanctuary, a digital mixer to improve infrastructure and flexibility. Additionally, a 
visual switcher was installed to provide future expansions allowing audio/video streaming to other areas of the church 
(nurseries, greeting hall, kitchen), and a QSC Core was installed to provide future expansions for streaming pre-
recorded elements of services in the sanctuary.  
 
The Sound System Updates (Phase II) include the installation of new speakers and amplifiers to replace the existing 
speakers hanging in the center of the sanctuary. The new speakers provide crisp intelligible audio, uniform coverage 
throughout the Sanctuary, and enough headroom for outside events. Digital I/O devices were installed to expand the 
number of stage inputs available. The sound booth has been programmed to feature an “easy mode” on the touch panel 
and have one or two mics available for use, making it simple for anyone to walk in the room and use the system. Addi-
tionally, the streaming connection between the church and the Bridgewater Retirement Village has been updated to 
support High Definition broadcasting. 
 

~ Jon Wilson, member—Worship & Music Commission 



Bridgewater Church of the Brethren:   
Changes and Growth in our Children’s Outreach Ministries  
 
 
**Bridgewater Preschool Announces Decision to Close  
Bridgewater Preschool (BPS) has provided countless children with morning preschool  
education within our church buildings over the years.  The program has been cherished by 
many in the Bridgewater community.  It is with a heavy heart that BPS director, Keri Hiner, 
notified the church that due to unforeseen circumstances, the pandemic being one of them, 
they have determined it would be too difficult to re-open this school year.  They have decided 
to close their program permanently.   
 
Special recognition of the program and the many congregational members who have worked within it will occur during a 
September worship service.  If you or someone you know was a teacher, administrator, or student during these many years 
during the operating years of the pre-school, we want to include you in the recognition of this 50 year old program.  Please 
contact the church office by email (spuffenbarger@bwcob.org) or leave a phone message, sharing your involvement) by  
September 10.   Pictures are welcome!    
 
 
**Bridgewater Child Care Center responds to increased community need for school-aged daytime care this fall. 
The Bridgewater Child Care Center closed on Friday, March 13 due to coronavirus.  We reopened on June 15 with 14      
children.  Since then, five more children have been added to the summer program.  We've had a couple of scares but no     
positive tests so we keep on going!  We are following the CDC recommendations for cleaning and daily health observations, 
including taking temperatures, and lots of Lysol and Clorox (if anyone has access to Lysol Disinfectant Spray, please bring 
us some!). Thanks to Ada and Steve Longenecker’s daughter-in-law and Kathleen Gardner for making masks.  We've made 
the wearing mandatory and really appreciate having them. 
 
The school program will be a little different this year as children will be coming here to go to school.  We currently have 26 
on the roster, ages 5-11.  Hopefully, we'll be able to take on more once the children go back to school.  We will be utilizing 
three rooms for educational purposes during the morning.  The children will be learning remotely from 9-11:30 a.m.  This is 
new territory for us all!  My hope is to keep everyone healthy.  Hoping for happy might be too much! 

     
~ Kathleen Arndt, Administrator of Bridgewater Child Care Center  

 
 
**Child Care Initiative projects for future needs for quality, full day child care. 
The June newsletter highlighted the necessity in our community for quality, reliable child care.  In the last few months, our 
nation’s understanding of families’ need for reliable childcare has been even more keenly felt.  Without reliable care,       
families’ employment is at risk, and in some cases, the safety of their children is at stake.   
 
Members of our congregation have been working over the past few years to respond to this need.   The Child Care Initiative, 
is an intentional effort to expand our current Bridgewater Child Care Center program to include full day care and programing 
for children aged birth through the entrance into school.   
 
A comprehensive feasibility plan for using the children’s wing of the church outlines program objectives, detailed building 
modifications, and a projected cost analysis.  This information has been presented to both the Executive Board and the Board 
of Administration. 
 
The Board of Administration had a very supportive response and is calling for opportunities for the whole congregation to 
hear the information and be a part of the conversation about this potential church outreach.   
 
As large, in-person presentations are limited during this pandemic, an informational video is being created and                  
congregational members will be encouraged to ask questions and give feedback through zoom sessions and email.  The 
strength of this outreach program will depend on input and support from the congregation.  And we anticipate working     
toward program implementation throughout the next 12-18 months.  
 
More information about the video and follow up conversations will appear in the E-Connections and worship over the next 
few weeks.  Please join us to hear the details and give us your feedback!    

 
~ Leanne Kreps, Child Care Initiative Program Manager 
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BWCOB TRANSITION TEAM REPORT: August 19, 2020 
             Submitted by Erin Dalrymple, Transition Team Chair 
 
As many of you are aware, over the past several weeks the Transition Team led 28  
listening sessions that included both individuals from the congregation and  
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren staff.  These listening sessions provided an opportunity for those in our faith 
family to share their ideas, observations, dreams, and concerns about the future of the church.  In addition to those 
who participated in the listening sessions, 19 individuals submitted written responses.  In total, 128 individuals     
offered feedback to the Transition Team.  Different age ranges and demographic groups were represented.            
Participants ranged in age from 13 to 97 and represented our youth, young adults, working adults and families, older 
adults, retired individuals and members and friends living in the Bridgewater Retirement Community.   
 
On behalf of the Transition Team, I want to express our deepest and most sincere thanks to everyone who                
participated.  The discussions and responses were enlightening, energizing, and provided valuable information for 
the Transition Team as we move forward in our work.   
 
It was evident that there is a profound appreciation for the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren’s history of service 
and outreach to our community and that our congregation is privileged by the wealth of talent and gifts of our friends 
and members.    
 
The Team is in the process of compiling all the notes from the Focus Groups and the written submissions and     
summarizing this information.  As a Team, we must discern what we learned from the congregation and how this 
may shape a vision for a needs-based congregational design that preserves the values of our past, our diversity, and 
our talents while also perceiving new models of leadership and organizational systems for meeting the challenges of 
our faith and culture.   
 
During one of the Focus Group sessions, a long-time church member commented that in their years of involvement 
with Bridgewater Church of the Brethren they learned that, “If you give us a project we will knock it out of the park.  
Give us a job and we will get it done.”   As we look forward, what will those new jobs be?  The moment feels bigger 
than answering the question of who will lead us.  Where do we want to go?  How can we best use the talents of those 
among us?  As a Transition Team, we hope to provide some answers to these questions that will be valuable for the 
upcoming decisions regarding leadership in the church.   

Board of Administration Report 
September 2020 

 
Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration did not meet in August, but I have several items to report 
anyway. 

Treasurer’s Report: The July 31 treasurer’s report continues to show positive news. Through July 31, total in-
come toward budget was $364,021.47; total budgeted expenses were $308,873.61, leaving a positive operating 
balance of $55,147.86. Our congregation’s ministries continue even in this time of separation. The Board   
expresses its deep appreciation to everyone for your faithful support. 

Childcare Initiative: Work continues on the Child Care Initiative descr ibed in newsletter s ear lier  this year . 
Please carefully read the articles elsewhere in this newsletter about our congregation’s current and potential 
future child care ministries. 

Audio/Video System Upgrade: I am pleased to repor t that audio upgrade in our  sanctuary is now complete. 
The video portion of the project was completed earlier this year. Just completed this week, we now have new 
digital audio systems, including a new speaker array, that will significantly improve the sound in our sanctu-
ary. 

The board expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude to our pastors and to all of you for keeping us engaged with 
each other in this wilderness time. We look forward to the time when we can all be together in person again, but in the 
meantime please stay safe and well. 

 
~ Ted Flory, Chair—Board of Administration 



FROM INTERIM PASTOR CHRISTY   
 
I’ll admit it:  particularly during this pandemic, one of my favorite “veg” activities is to 
sit in front of the TV, watching HGTV.   You can find all kinds of “fixer upper” ideas 
for your home or garden and I am fascinated by the creativity that is offered and      
carried out to the surprise of a home buyer or frustrated home owner.  Some of my   
favorites are “Home Town” where Ben and Erin renovate homes, along with local 
craftsmen, often with their astute and respectful consideration of a home’s history and            
community context, along with the mother/daughter duo of Mina and Karen, on “Good 
Bones,” where they purchase the most dilapidated properties in their Indianapolis 
neighborhoods, and transform them into functional, family homes.  Many times the 
designers are able to “see” things that others have not been able to envision.  There is 
lots of hard work involved.  Often there are proposals for removing walls and opening 

up spaces, and new possibilities are revealed for the flexibility and effectiveness of the home.  Sometimes discoveries are 
made that are not easy to accept:  underneath the floor that looks quite acceptable, or the ceiling that has been lowered  
multiple issues are uncovered.  A bright light into crevices reveals mold or rotten floor boards.  Experts make   
recommendations but the home owner must decide if the suggestions or repairs might be beneficial for the future life of the 
living space.  The questions are always asked:  Will this serve you and your family in the future?   
 
I’ve begun to see the parallels in the work we are currently engaged in with Bridgewater Church of the Brethren. The   
transition team has just completed hearing from many of you during the 12 small focus group sessions, along with several 
individual interviews with staff and other members and friends.  The work has been invigorating, affirming, exhausting 
and sometimes revealing.  As we begin to sort through all that has been shared, we are invited to hold it all in discernment 
and to lift it up to God’s light.  
  
I ask these questions, and will invite all of us to add our own questions and ponderings, and hold them in prayer:   

What are the amazing gifts and projects we want to hold on to, preserve, “polish up” and recognize that will continue 
to be highlighted and shared to bring about God’s kingdom?  

How does our “space” both define and expand our ministries?   
What discoveries will encourage each of us in our own spiritual growth?   
How do we invite others to help us recognize possibilities for new growth and change?   
Are there things shared that reveal unhealthy patterns, or underlying dysfunction?   
Could someone outside ourselves help us to discover more possibilities for effective ministry in the future?   
What changes and suggestions experienced during this time of transition (and Covid) serve God, our Lord, Jesus,    

creatively and effectively into the future?   
 
I return to one of my favorite scriptures from the revelation, Revelation 21:5:   Then the one sitting on the throne said:  “I 
am making everything new.  Write down what I have said.  My words are true and can be  
trusted.” 
 
Lord, help us to discern and lean into your ways; into your revelations for the future ministry of Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren.  May it be so …  
~ Pastor Christy  

For all the prayers, well-wishes, and expressions of love, 
care and support shown to my family following my      
mother’s stroke last month – I/we are deeply grate-
ful.  Mom is now a resident at Williamsport (MD) Nursing 
and Rehabilitation as she continues a slow but steady    
recovery process.  That road will be long and my family – 
like so many others in these times – is not able to           
accompany her along the way; nor do we know where it 
will end.  But we are sustained by a wide network of love 
and care of which BWCOB is a part, and we continue to 
give thanks for that blessing.   

~Chris Zepp 



REMEMBERING ...  
 
We celebrate and remember the lives of… 
 

 Miriam Smith who died August 2.  Mir iam was “an eternal optimist; a very thoughtful and kind 
woman who always looked at the bright side of life and believed the best in people.”  She and her 
second husband, Harold (d. 7.21.2010) joined our congregation April 1987.  To be closer to family, 
Miriam moved to Brevard, NC, several years ago.  In light of the pandemic, services will not be held 
at this time. 

 Jack Whitley, husband of Mary, who died August 6.  Jack & Mary moved from Nor thern  
Virginia to Bridgewater Retirement Community in 2014 to be with friends they knew.  They have 
been part of our congregation since moving to Bridgewater.  A graveside service was conducted on 
August 14 at Stonewall Memorial Gardens in Manassas, VA. 

 Karen Wyrick, wife of Ron, who died August 8.  Karen was a lifelong member  of the Church 
of the Brethren, and was committed to living peacefully, simply, together.  Karen first came to 
Bridgewater CoB when she was 4 years old, when her family moved closer to the church.            
Following many other life experiences and pastorates, she and Ron moved their membership to our 
congregation in June 2013.  A private memorial service was held in the Memorial Garden on August 
15.  

 Doris Good, wife of Harold and mother  of Jeff and Lisa Reiderman, who died August 16.    
Doris and Harold became members of BWCOB in September 1950.  Burial was private at Oaklawn 
Cemetery on August 20.  A Celebration of Life will be scheduled at a later date. 

CONNECTING WITH OTHERS 
 
 

During this time of separation due to the Covid pandemic, we will be “introducing” people who worship at BWCOB 
so we can still feel a bit connected to each other.  We hope to have a new individual / couple / family to introduce in 
each upcoming newsletter.     
 
For our first introduction, please “meet” Doug & Sally Ruby, written by the Rubys.  
 
Sally grew up in the Harrisburg First Church of the Brethren and Doug grew up in the Westminster MD Church of 

the Brethren.  As youth, Sally attended Rec-Lab at BC and Doug attended a Roundtable there.  Doug has three 
generations of family that attended BC and relatives in the area. So we have known about the church a long time.  
We were attracted to the church when we moved to the Valley because we know people at BWCOB – the    
Remnants, Hipps and others from Camp Swatara and Fred Swartz married us 49 years ago. All very actively  
invited us to join the BWCOB family when we arrived.  

 
We moved to the Valley from Salisbury MD in July 2019 to be near our daughter, son-in-law and youngest grandson, 

residents of Harrisonburg. Our ability to spend lots of time with our grandson, especially since March, has      
allowed our daughter to pursue her Masters at JMU. Doug retired in 2016 from full-time teaching at the         
University of Maryland Eastern Shore as Professor of Biology (ecology and animal behavior). Sally was a labor 
and delivery nurse for many years before becoming a Certified Nurse Midwife in 1998.  As a midwife, she     
provided women’s healthcare and assisted families with the births of over 2,070 babies. Our son and his family 
live in Chesapeake, Virginia and we have spent many weekends over the years being with and helping to take our 
three other grandchildren to their many sporting activities. 

 
We are both avid birdwatchers, with Doug having been fascinated with birds from an early age.  We have lead     

birding groups from Camp Swatara, Shepherds Springs, and Camp Mardela over the years. Sally enjoys counted 
cross-stitch, crocheting and cooking, currently spending time canning and freezing the summer bounty. Doug 
enjoys gardening, in the past mostly flowers but here attempting vegetables for the first time.  We both enjoy 
classical music and play the piano. 
 



For Our Prayers during the Month of  SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Each month a prayer list with opportunities for directed prayer is included with our newsletter.  In addition to highlighting specific 
prayer requests, we are invited to pray with particular mindfulness of the persons connected with our congregation and community.    
 
 
We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically… 

…The Transition Team of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren as they continue to discern recommendations 
 
… All teachers, students, and staff as they prepare and “enter classrooms” for this fall’s upcoming school year during the continuing threat of Covid-19  
looming  
 

…those who have lost employment / income during this Pandemic  
 

…those who grieve:  The family of Doris Good, wife of Harold and mother of Jeff Good and Lisa Reiderman, who died August 16;  The family 
of Karen Wyrick, wife of Ron, who died August 8; The family of Jack Whitley, husband of Mary, who died August 6; The family of Miriam 
Smith, who died August 2 
 

… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care…Harold Good 
 

…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabilitation, specifically for…   
 Ralph Compton, Scott Flora 
 
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Lynne Brumbaugh,  Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman) 
 
.. . those housed in correctional centers:  Mary Cline Detrick is requesting prayer for her neighbor, Ben Saunders, now residing at  
Coffeewood  Correctional Center.  Please pray for him, his family, and all those in the center.   Mail can be sent to Ben at:    
   Mr. Ben Saunders #1085733 
   Coffeewood Correctional Center 
   P. O. Box 500 
   Mitchells, VA  22729 
    
    (Please note that there can be no enclosures AND only handwritten return addresses.  NO stick on labels allowed.) 
 
 

…those requiring long-term healthcare, specifically those at…  
 

Accordius Heath at Harrisonburg, Bridgewater  Retirement Community, Harrisonburg Health & Rehab, & Sunnyside 
 

…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & Hope Staton  
 

…those in Military Service, specifically…Tyler Hopkins, Kent Hutchinson  
 

…those who are requesting prayer specifically or have been on the prayer chain recently 
 Hauwa Abdu, 1 of over 200 girls & young women kidnapped in Nigeria in April 2014 

 

…for those who wait at borders and are treated in inhumane ways  
 

…Our Nation and World … we are reminded of how connected we are …  
                     

. . .Families who are separated and isolated due to the need to be separated during the Coronavirus 

 
 For these and all God’s children we pray… 


