August 2020

FOOD PANTRY GARDEN UPDATE
As everyone who has ever been around gardening knows, for every win
there is a loss. It is a roller coaster where you savor the wins and roll with
the losses. Here is a quick view of our ups and downs:
Win: Over 4000 pounds of produce have already come out of the garden,
which is more than 2000 pounds ahead of last year.
Loss: It is dryer than the last couple of years which has slowed the growth
of many things. It is unlikely we will keep up this pace.
Win: While COVID has kept some of our most consistent volunteers away from the Montezuma COB Youth group
garden, we have had many new volunteers show up and others increase their time in
the garden. We have had over 50 different people volunteer at one point or another
at the garden or in their own kitchens processing veggies. Our own youth group has helped harvest as has the Montezuma COB
youth group.
Loss: Two college interns showed up to help even without knowing whether they would get paid (Yay!). We found some money
for them and they have been great but now their housing is disappearing and they have to leave (Boo!). We thank them for two
months of extremely hard work.
Win: We have had some new crops that have done great and previous
crops that have done better than in the past. We experienced our first
bumper crop of carrots (we’ve tried before) while our first shot at
onions and kohlrabi have done great.
Loss: Brussel sprouts. Just as they were forming cute little sprouts
they were attacked by harlequin bugs. Sweet corn. Low germination
at times has led to weird looking patchy rows.
Win: We are seeing natural insect predators showing up to help us at
levels we haven’t seen before.
Loss: We learned what aphids look like…in a big way. With the cool
early summer, the lady bugs came a lot later than the aphids and just
couldn’t keep up.
Planted too close, these carrots had to find a way to get along

The most important thing is that we have been able to share LOTS of fresh produce with food pantry patrons, volunteers and
neighbors throughout the community.

Paid garden helpers
With our college interns leaving, we need to hire a high school or college age student who is interested in helping get some of the
harder, hotter, dirtier work done through August when BC students return. If you know of someone who is interested, have them
contact Tim Kreps at 540-209-5354 (cell) or tkreps@bridgewater.edu.

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Kay M Bowman Poetry is now available thr ough YouTube, featur ing my mother r eading her poetr y. My mother has
spent the last several decades writing hundreds of poems, many a testimony of her faith (and she published some of her poems
both in Messenger and a few years ago in a book called “Tears Within My Heart” available on Amazon). Please do share this
widely with others and hopefully her poetry will bring peace and inspiration to many, especially during these turbulent, uncertain
and challenging times! Many thanks to Shaun Deardorff for producing this and to Elizabeth Mumbert for filming this. This is the
first installment - I'll post more over the next weeks as additional videos become available. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=64FHRDmluuA&feature=youtu.be Enjoy!

BWCOB BOARD APPROVES REOPENING RECOMMENDATION
At the July 15 Board meeting the following recommendation was adopted; Members of the ROC committee are Lori Lineweaver, Paula Neher, Lev Norford, Jon Wilson, and Pastor Chris Zepp. Beginning August 1, Shannon Puffenbarger will be
working weekdays, 9 until noon. Reservations for building space, as outlined in the accepted recommendation, can be reserved by contacting her by phone (828-3711) or through email (spuffenbarger@bwcob.org).

Recommendations from the BWCOB Re-Opening Committee
to the BWCOB Executive Committee meeting Tuesday July 7, 2020
updated July 7, 2020

The Re-Opening Committee (hereafter “ROC”) adopted the following commitments for our work:
 The ROC will seek to discern and to make recommendations in the context of our vision, mission, and values
 We will continue to prioritize the health and safety of all the many persons and community ministries that use and share
our space
 We will follow guidelines from public health officials regarding the best and safest practices for public spaces and
gatherings
 We will practice openness and transparency in discernment, decision making, and communication
 We will be mindful of the specifics of our unique context – our demographics, our size, and the breadth of our
programming ministry and community outreach
 As we begin to reopen our building, we will do so with intentionality and caution in safeguarding the well-being of our
members, guests, and staff
 We will continue to monitor public health recommendations and evolving circumstances, and revise and adjust our
practices and recommendations accordingly
Initial Recommendations
1.

No return to in-person Sunday worship services at any point before Labor Day. Continuing assessment in light of
current circumstances will be made by the ROC.

2. Individuals and small groups may resume usage of facilities with appropriate precautions and protocols, including:
 All individuals and groups must schedule building usages through the office and/or staff.
 Reservations for building and designated congregational spaces will be accepted for times beginning August 1
 Groups will be limited to 50 people or less.
 Masks must be worn by all individuals present. Appropriate social distancing expected. Groups are responsible for
ensuring compliance.
 Outdoor meetings are encouraged, especially for larger groups such as adult Sunday School classes.
 Bathroom use should be discouraged and used only as a last resort at their own risk by those outside of office staff and
childcare programs.
~ see additional report on back of this page ~

3. BWCOB facilities should be partitioned into separate zones of usage to protect ongoing programs and staff and
minimize overlapping space usage and custodial needs. E.g.

 Child Care Wing – only to be used by the child care programs
 Office – only to be accessed by office staff
 Food Pantry Wing – Priority scheduling and usage
ROC to convene regularly for continuing assessment, re-evaluation of new data, and to make additional
recommendations as necessary (~ever y other week at pr esent)
Additional Considerations
Bathrooms: Bathr oom facilities r emain a major challenge in using our space. It is assumed many if not most
groups using our facilities would be doing so outside Fortunato’s regular hours. We do not see much that can be
done during this time other than discouraging use, increased cleaning and sanitation, and segregating usage (e.g.
Child Care wing and Office used by only those in these programs).
Staffing and Sanitation:
 A return to facilities usage, especially in relation to scheduling, presence, and custodial needs, will have a direct
 impact on our staff. ROC recommends the plan for meeting these needs be developed by our executive leadership in
 collaboration with our full-time staff.
 Expected procedures for routine sanitation of spaces, personal hygiene and safety supplies, etc will especially need
to be developed in alignment with CDC recommendations. ROC recommends these responsibilities and needs be
addressed in coordination with custodial staff and Properties Commission.
Regression: These r ecommendations ar e within the r egulations of VA Phase II. If VA r etur ns to Phase I, it is
understood that usage of the building will immediately return to current minimal levels until a return to Phase II.
Congregational Survey Data: The data fr om the congr egational sur vey (65 r esponses) conducted by the ROC was
very helpful, and could inform the work of other groups in the congregation. We recommend it be made available
(without names attached) to other appropriate groups – e.g. staff, transition team, Board, etc. Of particular note:
 Positive levels of reported feelings of connection and care (90% reporting feeling “more connected than ever” or
“missing the community but feeling cared for” and not a single response indicating not feeling connected at all.
 Nearly universal appreciation for virtual worship offerings
 Interest in possible outdoor worship services and/or small group worship

WELCOME NEW MEMBER ANITA HEATWOLE
On July 12, Anita Heatwole transferred her membership to Bridgewater Church of the Brethren from Waynesboro COB,
where she had been a member for 60 years. I appreciate her willingness to share a bit of her story, which she shared as part
of our virtual worship on that second Sunday in July.
“Eighty-five years ago this past June, I was born at Rockingham Memorial Hospital to parents who lived in Bridgewater and
were members of the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren. When I was about five, we moved to the Mount Solon area and
attended Moscow Church. The summer I was twelve, I was baptized here at the College Street Church, since Moscow didn’t
have a baptistery. Then came school, college, nursing school, marriage, and family, and sixty years a member of the
Waynesboro Church of the Brethren, serving locally and on district and Brotherhood positions.
This past December, I moved to the Bridgewater Retirement Village, and in May, to the Grove. I have come full circle and
look forward to worshipping with the Bridgewater Church.

BWCOB TRANSITION TEAM REPORT: July 17, 2020
At the end of June, the Transition Team mailed letters to the friends and members of
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren requesting participation in small group listening
gatherings, also called Focus Groups. The intent of the groups is to provide individuals
with an opportunity to share their ideas, observations, dreams and concerns about the future of the church with the
Transition Team. The questions for the Focus Groups were included in the mailing at the end of June. These
questions were designed to provide the Team with a sense of how the congregation sees God’s calling for the church
in our next chapters of ministry.
On the first day of the meetings, here are just a few of the comments made:
*“Did you know there are over 27 different groups that meet in our building during a year’s time?”
* Sources say that district leadership has indicated support of our congregation at a recent meeting of leaders!
* Future challenge: More conversations like this Zoom meeting. Intergenerational sharing of ideas. More
collaboration between groups in the church.
There were opportunities for individuals to sign up for Zoom sessions or to provide responses to the Focus Group
questions in writing. The participation numbers will be given in the August transition team report.
The Transition team understand that some individuals may not feel comfortable giving their feedback in a public
setting or possibly feel that their feedback is not necessary to the Team’s work. We urge you to share your responses
with the Transition Team. It is essential for the Team to know how individuals in the congregation feel about the
direction of the church in order to progress with our work. Regardless of whether you feel satisfied with the current
church mission and programming or if there are changes you would like to see, the Team wants to hear your opinions. We ask that, if you have not already done so, that you please contact a member of the Transition Team or
submit written responses to the Focus Group questions no later than August 5.
The Team hopes to gather responses through the beginning of August and then begin the work of analyzing those
responses as we consider future planning for leadership and ministry at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.

Thank you all so much for the cards, phone calls, and
support following the death of my mother. Experiencing
the loss of a loved one during these COVID times has
been quite a challenge and far from the norm. However,
I have felt surrounded by the love of my church family
and am so very grateful.
~ Gladys Remnant

Many thanks for the kindnesses of our church
family and friends for sharing your memories
and stories about our Dad, Edgar Flora. You
help us remember how rich his life truly was.
~ Karen Holl, Leslie Meek, and Allen Flora
Gary is living proof of what prayer can do!
For someone the doctor gave a 10% chance of
surviving, he is better every day! Thanks to
prayers and to Rev. Christy for calls, with Bea
Miller for car rides! May God bless you all as
he has us.
~ Gary & Freda Garst

Thank you for your generous donation to the workcamp
ministry! Your support helps offset some of the costs
incurred this year and allows us to continue providing
short-term service opportunities for youth & adults in the
denomination. During this uncertain time, we’ve
experienced God’s goodness through our workcamp
friends and supporters. We’re praying for your
congregation and hope that you’re finding peace and
light in God’s everlasting presence. Best,
Hannah Shultz, Kara Miller, and Liana Smith,
2020 Workcamp Coordinators
[BWCOB donated paid workcamp deposits for 19 youth
and advisors.]

FROM INTERIM PASTOR CHRISTY
Antsy

Isn’t it fascinating the words we use, and how they come to be common in our language?
My mother would sometimes say: Do you have ants in your pants?” Google claims that phrase comes from
the 1930’s but the word became more common in the 1950’s.
There are many words to describe our current Pandemic but one which I think might be applicable is “Antsy.”
There are so many things to be “antsy,” about. We are antsy to know when we’ll be able to return to worship;
when or how schools will or will not open; when we will be able to go on planned trips again; when a new
pastor could be called, how the political unrest will “end?”
Heather Swofford, in “The Mavens’ Word of the Day,” wrote: “Antsy, which means ‘restless; uneasy;
impatient; anxious; fidgety’ has a somewhat questionable origin. Without doubt, it eventually refers to the
constant activity of ants…”
Yes … a lot of us are antsy these days because there are so many unknowns in our lives, and we are not in
control. Of course, that has always been the case. Time and again, Jesus called those gathered around him to
simply listen: To be still and know that God was God. Yet we all have difficulty with that “simple” invitation.
We want to be problem solvers, decision makers, and that is important. Yet HOW we make those decisions is
central to our life of faith.
At Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, future decisions for leadership are pivotal and pressing. Some are
getting “antsy” to move ahead, and those voices are heard. How we move forward is so critical. I believe we
are called to discernment. Ruth Haley Barton defines discernment as an ever-increasing capacity to “see” the
work of God in the midst of the human situation, so that we can align ourselves with whatever God is doing.
Discernment is a quality of attentiveness to God that, over time, develops our sense of God’s heart and purpose
in the moment. In communal discernment, we move beyond the personal to see what God is up to within the
collective whole. *
The transition team has sought the congregational input in order to “see” and “hear” how you are sensing
God’s leading the church into the future. Our Anabaptist heritage has always emphasized the importance of
every voice in discernment, along with listening attentively to God in our midst. The invitation to each of us
is to “be still” and to “put on the mind of Christ” (Phil 2: 5) for the practice of discernment requires ongoing
discipline and engagement.
We are one body with many members, and all the members are required for the body to function properly “To
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Cor 12: 7) Left on our own, we are
prone to misinterpret the spirits according to our personal will and liking. The community helps us to test our
discernment, because the community manifests collective wisdom.
All of us are “antsy,” but God calls us to discernment and prayer. Each of you, each of us are invited to prayer
in this time of deep upheaval. Oswald Chambers challenges me as he writes: “God does not exist to answer
our prayers, but by our prayers we come to discern the mind of God.” May it be so.
Interim Pastor Christy
*p 68, Ruth Haley Barton, Pursuing God’s Will Together: A discernment Practice for Leadership Groups (Downers Grove, Il;
InterVarsity Press, 2012) 20.

REMEMBERING ...
We celebrate and remember the lives of…
Rosetta Harris who died on J une 25. Rosetta joined BWCOB on Apr il 8, 1973 and was active in
the life of the church until her dementia made it necessary for her to move into a private home care
setting. While attending church here, Rosetta served in various capacities over the years: Christian
Education Director, Gifts Discernment Committee, and as a Deacon. Rosetta gave the gift of her love,
time and infections laughter to her friends and loved ones. A private burial was held on July 8 at
Clayton Missionary Baptist Church in Pence Springs, WV. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later
date.
Edgar Flora who died (at the age of 100) on J une 27. Edgar and his late wife, Fr an, joined
BWCOB on August 29, 1993. During Edgar’s time at BWCOB, he served in many capacities including
Sunday School teacher, member or chairperson of various commissions including Board of
Administration, and as an usher. Edgar was the father of three children, including Karen Holl, wife of
Brent Holl. Burial was private, led by Pastor Christy A Celebration of Life may be held at a later date.

Seth Nornhold who died following a tr agic car accident on J uly 10. Seth is the son of Rich &
Kathy Nornhold of Mt. Joy, Pennsylvania. The Nornhold family were members and friends of our
congregation while they were living in Bridgewater several years ago, and Seth was a member of the
junior high youth. A life celebration service will be held on Saturday, August 8, at 1 p.m. You may
stream the service at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQm-sxJv7yZQPw5h7OWXVw.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION THANK YOU
We are grateful to all teachers, assistants, child care providers, librarians, substitutes,
Children’s Worship planners & assistants, Sunday School Committee members and
Commission members who have worked in our Christian Education program for the 201920 school year. Each of you is a blessing to our church and we greatly appreciate you!

Mary Ann Angleberger
Sara Aron
Mac Bair
Melanie Bair
Eleanor Bowman
Kasey Carns
June Craun
Erin Dalrymple
Lilly Day-Miller
Alan Diehl
Julie Diehl
Heather Driver
Jeremy Driver
Brett Eye
Erin Eye
Jeanie Eye
Josh Eye
Janean Fawley
Rick Fawley

Kathleen Gardner
Hayden Glendye
Janna Glendye
Mandi Glendye
Kathy Guisewite
Christy Hartman
Alice Lee Hopkins
Jesse Hopkins
Marianne Houff
Bart Kasten
Jennifer Kasten
Andrew Kreps
Leanne Kreps
Tim Kreps
Lori Lineweaver
Peggy Lineweaver
Ada Longenecker
Claire Martindale
Beth Michael
A gift of appreciation for each of you has been mailed!

David Michael
Diane Murray
Jeanne Neff
Sarah Rees
Kaity Remnant
Gladys Remnant
Clarke Staton
Hope Staton
Dwynn Stovall
Tony Stovall
Sofia Teshome
Jeannie Turner
Joyce Wampler
Steve Watson
Nikki Watson
Karen Wyrick
Amanda Zepp
Chris Zepp
Shylah Zepp

For Our Prayers during the Month of AUGUST 2020
Each month a prayer list with opportunities for directed prayer is included with our newsletter. In addition to highlighting specific
prayer requests, we are invited to pray with particular mindfulness of the persons connected with our congregation and community.

A Prayer written by Nadia Bolz-Weber (July 5, 2020)
Dear God …. Everyone’s exhausted right now: parents, activists, cashiers, people who are just now actually learning about systemic racism, delivery drivers, the unemployed, the chronically sick, ER nurses, those who fear the police, the elderly, performers with no hope of an audience any time soon, clergy, social workers, those who can’t make their rent, and everyone who has to
spray something down with disinfectant for the 1,000th time.
Teach us to rest, Lord. Help us dial back our obsession with productivity. Raise up more helpers for those who are over-extended
Lord - stir up the desire to serve in those who only take. Remove barriers to napping. Quiet babies for an hour so those new mamas can sleep. Make us aware of any new binge-able NETFLIX shows that might help. Give employers the will to grant extra

paid mental-health days. Quiet those voices that tell us we should be doing more right now, especially the ones that come from
inside of us. Teach us not to confuse respite with laziness. Increase our compassion for one another. And while you’re at it, increase our compassion for ourselves.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. AMEN.

We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically…
…The Transition Team of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren
…those who have lost employment through this Pandemic
…those who grieve; The Nornhold Family, friends & former members of our congregation, following the death of their son, Seth, on July 10; Edgar
Flora, father of Karen Holl, who died June 27; Rosetta Harris, who died June 25; The Driver/Flory Family, following the death of
Jeremy, June 7, and Gladys Remnant’s family, who grieve the loss of her mother, Alma Akers, on June 8.
… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care…Doris & Harold Good, Ginny Whitten, and Karen Wyrick
…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabilitation, specifically for…
Scott Flora, Delores Simmons, Jackie Towers, Dale Ulrich
… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Lynne Brumbaugh, Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman),
Karen Wyrick and Amy Everhart, cousin of Dave Lineweaver, Sue Hutchinson and Peggy Lineweaver
.. . those housed in correctional centers: Mary Cline Detrick is requesting prayer for her neighbor, Ben Saunders, now residing at
Coffeewood Correctional Center, who has been exposed to COVID-19 through two aides at the prison. He has heightened
concerns due to his diabetes. Please pray for him, his family, and all those in the center.
…those requiring long-term healthcare, specifically those at…

Accordius Heath at Harrisonburg, Bridgewater Retirement Community, Harrisonburg Health & Rehab, & Sunnyside
…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & Hope Staton
…those in Military Service, specifically…Tyler Hopkins, Kent Hutchinson
…those who are requesting prayer specifically or have been on the prayer chain recently
Hauwa Abdu, 1 of over 200 girls & young women kidnapped in Nigeria in April 2014
…for those who wait at borders and are treated in inhumane ways
…Our Nation and World … we are reminded of how connected we are …
For these and all God’s children we pray…
…Parents, teachers, families, administrators, as decisions are made for school plans for the coming year.

