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THE REFUGEE MINISTRY RESETTLEMENT MINISTRY… an update from the committee   
 

The Refugee Resettlement ministry has had a rich history with our congregation.  Lowell Heisey 
led the Committee for many years and retired due to health issues in 1998, at which time Dean   
Neher took over responsibility for heading this ministry.  Dean retired in 2017 and created a      
notebook rich with history of the families we helped relocate during his tenure. This notebook is 
kept in the Historical Records Room and can be viewed by anyone interested.  Bridgewater Church 
of the Brethren continues to offer housing for refugees at our Hospitality House Duplex at 205 
Broad Street, Bridgewater. The Refugee Resettlement Committee has made some important       
decisions regarding the current refugee status and wants to share them with you.    
 

In February, several members of the Refugee committee met with representatives of Church World Service (CWS) at their office 
in Harrisonburg.  They welcomed us warmly and offered great thanksgiving for the work that has been through many years 
through Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.  As you can imagine, very few refugees have been able to be resettled in the last few 
years, due to governmental restrictions.  CWS has an occasional need for “Crisis housing,” which    occurs when a family arrives 
on extremely short notice and they have no place to house them in the City of Harrisonburg.   The CWS leaders acknowledged 
that it is preferable for refugees to find longer term housing in Harrisonburg, due to the availability of public transportation and 
other socialization factors.   
 

Since January 2019, we have leased the Apartment B, through CWS, to 3 different families just entering the US. The family     
currently living in apartment B arrived approximately 5 days before COVID shut the country down. They are from Iraq (mom, 
dad, 2 early teen children) and the father started working at Perdue recently.  Their entry into the US has been tough, to say the 
least, but they are comfortable and safe in the apartment.  This is a short-term lease (6 months maximum) so they can get settled 
with jobs and permanent housing.  
 

Apartment A of the duplex continues to be rented to Aron, Haregu, Sara and Yotam Atsbaha, who arrived in March 2017 from a 
refugee camp in Kenya. In the past, refugee families were sponsored by BWCOB for 1 year and at the end of that year, they     
relocated to another area to continue their lives on their own in the US. That was also at a time when refugees were arriving daily 
to the Harrisonburg area. At the end of their lease in Spring 2018, the Atsbaha family asked the committee to consider leasing to 
them for another year.  The committee decided to renew the Atsbaha’s lease agreement in Spring 2018 and again in Spring 2019 
for a several reasons:  [1] The number of refugees arriving into the US has significantly declined and we were seeing this decline 

as early as 2018. [2] The family has been faithful regular attendees at BWCOB and are      
involved in many of the children’s’ activities.  Daughter Sara is a member of the youth group 
and the hand bell choir.  Further, we do not want to see the house unoccupied for long periods 
of time.  The Atsbaha’s have been completely independent since Spring 2018 and make 
monthly rent payments to BWCOB. Our committee is called upon if there is an issue in the 
house that needs attention but generally, our involvement at the present is that of friendship. 
The Atsbaha family is very established in Bridgewater – Aron works at Marshall’s and the 
children attend John Wayland and Wilbur Pence schools. They approached the committee in 
January, 2020 to see if BWCOB would be willing to rent to them for another year as their 
current lease expires in June, 2020. Knowing the situation currently with COVID-19 and the 
serious decline of refugees entering the US, the committee voted to allow the Atsbaha family 

another year’s lease in Apt A.  
 

In January, the basement of the duplex was painted by students from Bridgewater College for MLK volunteer day.  Andrew  
Stutzman has also worked many hours in keeping the property maintained.   
 

Please keep our refugee families in your prayers as they navigate through the many challenges to acclimating to living and      
thriving in the US. 
 

Members of the Refugee Committee are Jan Flora (chair), Eric Barkey, Jim Benedict, Rufus Huffman , Rod Miller,                    

Andrew Stutzman, Dick Stutzman, and Christy Dowdy( ex-officio) 



PLANS UNFOLDING FOR  
BEGINNING TO “RE-OPEN” BWCOB PROGRAMS AND BUILDING 

 
Following the meeting of the Executive Committee last month (June 2), plans have begun to unfold toward discerning the 
best and safest ways to move toward the resumption of programs and some building use at BWCOB: 

 Approval was granted for the Bridgewater Child Care Center to open with a new set of established safety and          
distancing protocols.  BCCC successfully began operating again on Monday, June 15.  

 A small number of other service programs, including the Food Pantry and the Garden, have continued to operate with 
revised safety protocols even through the shut-down, and will continue to do so. 
 
 A “Re-Opening Task Team” has been formed to discern and establish guidelines and procedures for further building  
and program reopening.  Members of the team include David Lineweaver, Paula Neher, Lev Norford, and Jon Wilson, 
with Pastor Chris serving as the convener and pastoral liaison.  If you have thoughts, concerns, or questions you want to 
be considered by the group, please contact Pastor Chris (czepp@bwcob.org / 540-209-5592) or one of the other members 
of the team.  Initial recommendations will be presented to the next meeting of the Executive Committee on July 7.  
 
While no further decisions have yet been made, there is a general consensus among our leadership to take a cautious    
approach in any steps we do take toward resuming activities.  The size of our community, our demographics, and the   
challenges of our physical space (e.g. bathrooms) will present BWCOB with unique challenges that aren’t necessarily 
comparable to those of many other congregations.  It is highly likely that we will need to take a phased approach toward 
resuming activities that begins small and occasional before we would be able to consider resuming regular large group 
meetings such as Sunday morning worship services.   

TELLING THE STORY OF YOUR LIFE – VIRTUAL EDITION 
 
Many of us are finding ourselves with a lot of extra time these days, with precious few outlets for our personal energies.  
So how would you like to join together virtually with others across the spectrum of age and life experience to reflect on 
your personal journey while writing your “spiritual autobiography”?  This summer, Pastor Chris will be again be offering 
a course that will lead participants through a process of exploring our most meaningful life experiences, helping us to   
understand and sort out the factors that help define each of our own spiritual   journeys, following the pattern laid out in 
Dan Wakefield’s The Story of Y our Life.  The course will run for six weeks through July and the first few weeks of     
August, and will at least begin convening online through Zoom.  Days and times are TBD and will be decided in          
consultation with those interested in participating.  Because of the intense personal nature of this experience and the     
developmental process that builds from week to week, participants will be asked to make a commitment to confidentiality 
and to regular attendance for the length of the course, missing no more than 1 session over the duration.  If interested, 
please contact Pastor Chris (czepp@bwcob.org) no later than July 3.  

GOOD NEWS FROM THE BWCOB LIBRARY  
 

Looking for a dozen picture books for your toddler? Wanna read The Help? Interested in some books on minimalism? 
Need to busy your mind with a mystery? Or an inspirational read? How about John Lewis’ graphic novels about civil 
rights? 
 
Our church library is now offering two ways to access our collection. First, you can walk up the main entry to our church 
and knock on the library windows on Mondays or Thursdays from 10 a.m. to noon. A library worker will come chat to see 
what books you want, find the books and bring them out to you. If those times don’t work for you, please email, call or 
text Dianne Murray (421.2732, dmurray.bridgewater@gmail.com) or Peggy Lineweaver 
(476.1271, pllineweavre@gmail.com) with your request. We will gather your books and leave them in a waterproof tub 
outside near the library windows. 
 
Remember that you can always check out the BWCOB Little Free Library at the end of our driveway. Drop off books you 

are finished with and grab something new. 



BWCOB TRANSITION TEAM REPORT: June 20, 2020 
 

The Transition Team is planning a series of Focus Groups to gather information that 
will assist in our work.  We invite all in our congregation to participate as you are able.  
The purpose of these Focus Groups is to provide participants an opportunity to share 
their observations and experiences of life within the church and their sense of what God is calling Bridgewater 
Church of the   Brethren to become in the next chapters of ministry.  The Transition Team will use the information 
we gather to assist in our purpose, “To envision a needs-based congregational design that preserves the values of our 
past, our diversity, and our talents while also   perceiving new models of leadership and organizational systems for 
meeting the challenges of our faith and culture.”   
 
The Focus Group meetings will begin in mid-July and will run through August.  We will invite individuals in the 
congregation to participate in the Focus Groups using Zoom.  If individuals are not able or do not wish to participate 
using Zoom, their responses to the Focus Group questions can be submitted in writing.   
 
The Team will offer a sign-up form for time slots for the Focus Group meetings but an effort will also be made to 
create groups that represent the diversity of our congregation.  The July newsletter will include preliminary infor-
mation about the Focus Groups and the specific questions for the groups will be distributed in a separate mailing 
around the end of June.   
 
The Focus Groups will consist of ten participants with two Transition Team facilitators. The group sessions will be 
scheduled for 90 minutes.   
 
The Team is in the process of finalizing our list of Focus Group questions.  Our questions are planned to determine 
the ways the church is present in our lives and what people value about the church, how participants feel about     
existing ministries or opportunities for new ministries and, most importantly, to determine how the congregation sees 
our church’s calling in the years to come.  In what ways is God calling us to fulfill our mission in our community 
and in our world?   
 
The Teams feels that it is important to communicate that, in order to achieve our purpose of envisioning                
congregational designs, organizational systems, or models of leadership, we must first seek a vision of what God is 
calling our church to be in the future.     
 
I want to share a reading we discussed during a recent Transition Team meeting.  On May 29, 2020,  Luanne       
Austin’s column, Rural Pen, printed in the Daily News Record, was titled “Time of Transition”.  In the column,   
Austin discusses the notion of “liminal space”.  She writes, “Liminal space is a place of transition, the moment in 
time caught between then and now, the past and the not yet.”  The article was written in the context of COVID-19 
and the world’s response to the global pandemic but the notion of liminal space also applies to our time of transition 
within the church.  Austin reflected on the writing of Richard Rohr who argues, “that we need to spend time at these 
thresholds of our lives, that in these  transitional moments authentic transformation can happen.  We can awaken 
from our automatic programming and live in a new dimension of being.” 
 
The Transition Team would like to encourage the congregation to spend some time in this liminal space and embrace 
the transitional moment.  We have an opportunity to spend some real time considering a vision for our church in the 
future and to prayerfully consider what God is calling us to be.   

THANK YOU NOTE 
 
Thank you so much for the Amazon gift card you gave 
me to thank me for serving on the BSM Leadership 
Team!  I’d also like to thank you for recognizing the 
seniors who have been involved with the church     
during your virtual worship.  Thank you for sharing 
your space with BSM and for sending care packages 
during every finals week!  I appreciate your generosity 
and the welcoming environment that you all create.   
Love, Amelia Gunn 



FROM INTERIM PASTOR CHRISTY   
 

One of my favorite poets is Mary Oliver.   Her poem, “The Summer Day” begins with questions which cause 
us to pause, to contemplate, reflect and dig deeper ….   

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean- 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down- 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 
 

I believe good questions are essential to faithful living.  Honest questions encourage us all to carefully examine 
our own beliefs and practices and often lead us to prayer.   
 
During these last few weeks, many of us have asked numerous questions:   Why does a young father die of a 
fast growing cancer?  How will life ever be the same?  What led a human being to become so filled with hate 
and lack of compassion, resulting in the murder of another human?  What are my own prejudices that I don’t 
recognize?  When will a search committee be formed?    
 
The Transition team has been working to formulate questions that might reveal the longing of God for the fu-
ture ministry of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren.  We have wrestled with questions that could offer insight 
from you, as members and friends of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, to the team working to formulate a 
helpful way forward for the congregation.   You will be invited to participate;  Due to our current pandemic 
realities, we have come to the decision it will be best to hold all of our discussion sessions by zoom, or through 
individual interviews.  We’re hoping every person, that is able, will participate in sharing and listening sessions 
to begin in late July.  The questions will be shared with you through a future mailing with instructions to “sign 
up” for a convenient meeting time.  If you are not able to “zoom,” your written responses will be valued.  It is 
our hope that the questions will lead us to discoveries, affirmations and in all honesty, to further “revealing 
questions.”   
 
As Mary Oliver writes, “I don’t know exactly what a prayer is,” but we do know we must pay attention to the 
wonders and people around us, and seek to carefully listen.   The question is before us:  What is the call 
(“plan”) for Bridgewater Church of the Brethren now and for the future in the midst of our troubled world?   
 
In Christ’s love,  
     Pastor Christy  



REMEMBERING ...  
 
We grieve the death of Jeremy Driver on June 7, 2020.  Jeremy was born in Harrisonburg on January 15, 1980, the son of 
Gordon S. and Wanda (Airey) Driver. He was the general manager & CPA at P Bradley & Sons, co-owner of Valley   
Paper Recycling, and investor & Board member in Pale Fire Brewing. Jeremy was raised in Montezuma CoB, and       
became a member of Bridgewater CoB in January 2007. He received his Master’s Degree from the University of Virginia 
in accounting. 
 
On August 17, 2002, he married Heather Flory Driver, and they are the parents of two children, Bryce and Avery.   
 
Jeremy offered many gifts to Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, most recently serving as a member of the Finance 
Commission.  He was a key figure in studying the feasibility of various uses of the property the congregation purchased 
behind the church in 2014, as well as the possibility of building expansion and/or modification the following year.  He 
was a founding member and frequent leader of the Agape Fellowship and Sunday School Class.  And he served as a vol-
unteer youth advisor along with Heather for many years.  But more notable than the official positions he held or roles he 
fulfilled, Jeremy was a dedicated, thoughtful, and respected member of our community of faith.  He offered himself and 
his resources wherever and whenever there was need in ways large or small – driving his flatbed truck and trailer for the 
Christmas parade and caroling, counting donations at Wednesday night fellowship meals, “adopting” college students, 
covering the nursery, fixing equipment, assisting with projects, hosting fellowship events, and the list could go on.  
 

Thanks to those who contributed memories and tributes...  

From Wendy Carr: 
A memory I keep returning to is Jeff’s last Sunday at BWCOB.  Over the years, Jeremy and I had had a number of        
conversations about my over-hugger-ness and his preference of showing love in ways other than hugs.  On that morning, 
we were leaving Agape class, and I was (shocker) crying.  He said, “I think this calls for a hug.”  I will always remember 
that. 
 
From Josh Eye: 
I know a guy… 
Four words that I heard all the time when with one of my best friends, Jeremy. It could have been me lamenting about 
something that broke, a problem I was having with my house, something wrong with my car, or simply something that 
would be fun to try sometime. The first words out of his mouth were usually, “(don’t worry) I know a guy.” And he     
always did. You see, Jeremy was a kind and generous person. He always helped me, but he had no problems lending a 
hand to people he didn’t know either. And I learned over the years that Jeremy always knew a guy, but more often than 
not, he was the guy he knew. He wore so many hats, had so many interests, and so many connections, that he always 
knew a guy. Jeremy was a friend that I could count on no matter what. Jeremy’s gone, and I’m overwhelmed with sadness 
as I think about all the great times we’ve had, camping trips, seafood nights, beer runs, road trips, and ball games. I know 
that eventually, I’ll be able to look back on all those memories and there will be joy… 
Right now, I know a guy who is really missing his buddy. 
 
From Bill Faw: 
Many of us will remember Jeremy Driver as the plain-clothed Santa who would swoop in with his sleigh (er: pickup,    
flatbed, and hay stacks) on a designated day in December to a designated location in the retirement village, to load up   
pixies, elfs, young parents, musicians, and a few of us token geezers. Jeremy would help us decorate the BWCOB     
Christmas float and then drive us in the Bridgewater Christmas Parade along a route which allowed us to ride or walk 
along the float to dispense candy and Christmas greetings to hundreds of our neighbors. Many others of our church folks 
would be in the crowds cheering us on.  
 
From Alice Lee Hopkins: 
It was a Wednesday during Advent. Several were gathered in the greeting hall to watch the “BIG TREE” rise to the      
ceiling in preparation for decorating. A small stuffed animal of a small child was inadvertently throw upward, and it    
landed on the high ledge which surrounds the greeting hall. Jeremy saw the distraught child’s separation anxiety and    
despite his reservation, placed the 50 foot ladder up and against the ledge and climbed, carefully, to retrieve the animal. 
His display of compassion, bravery, and kindness did not go unnoticed. We all applauded as we witnessed this most    
special rescue.  
 
From Sue Hutchinson: 
My most precious memories of Jeremy are on the baseball field in his role as a volunteer buddy for the Challenger       
program. He was a calm, steady presence, always positive, and generous with high-fives to celebrate each child’s success. 
My heart was touched by Jeremy’s dedication to not only his assigned athlete, but all the children in the program. His 
compassion, commitment, and love for others influenced these young lives in immeasurable ways. 



BRIDGEWATER CHILD CARE CENTER NEWS 
 

It seemed like a long road to get here but the Bridgewater Child Care Center has officially reopened, effective June 15, 2020. 
The rooms have been cleaned top to bottom, toys sterilized and all was ready for children.  Parents do not enter the building 
except for the sign in desk which is two steps into the hallway.  Signs have been posted on doors so people don’t come down 
our hall or use our bathrooms. Daily temperatures are taken of all the children and employees.  All precautions are being taken 
so we’re very hopeful! 
 
We have 16 children on the books however, some families are waiting to see how things go and one of our parents has not yet 
gone back into work. We’ve been having about 9 children daily and are monitoring them closely.  Hand washing, germ-X and 
spacing are all things I could hit replay on a tape recorder (or something more up-to-date!) and wouldn’t really need to speak 
the rest of the time the children are here!  Church members, as well as Ada & Steve Longenecker’s daughter-in-law, were kind 
enough to make masks for the children.  We’ve actually used some and may make it mandatory if the children can’t figure out 
how to stay even two feet away from each other! 
 
It’s all a work in progress, with all of us learning something new, easier or more efficient daily.  Thank you to the Executive 
Committee and to the Bridgewater Child Care Center Board for the time and effort put into the reopening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kathleen Arndt, 

BCCC Administrator 
 

ZOFO!   (ZOOM ONLINE FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNTITIES)  
 
YOU are invited!   Are you ready to check in with some church friends?  Perhaps even get to know 
someone new from the congregation?  (Practice your ‘zoom skills?’)  Gather with some church folks to 
check in and share stories, thoughts and prayer together.  
There are two ongoing opportunities during July:  
* Tuesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Christy Dowdy 
                           (Connect using this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89104583591 ) 
* Wednesday evenings at 7 pm with Pastor Chris 

(Connect using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87274763040?
pwd=Z2RBNFJqc1pxQVFkZng0UjA3WEo5UT09) 

 
Meetings will last no more than an hour.  If you have any questions or need assistance in connecting, 
feel free to contact Pastor Chris or Christy.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89104583591
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87274763040?pwd=Z2RBNFJqc1pxQVFkZng0UjA3WEo5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87274763040?pwd=Z2RBNFJqc1pxQVFkZng0UjA3WEo5UT09


BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
JUNE 2020 

 

Your Executive Committee and Board of Administration met online via Zoom in June. To keep you  
informed, this article summarizes the Board’s activity. 

Treasurer’s Report: We received the May 31 treasurer ’s report showing the continuing good 
news that our members are maintaining their generous support of our congregation’s ministries. 
Through May 31, total income toward budget was $269,257.59; total budgeted expenses were 
$231,309.58, leaving a positive operating balance of $37,948.01. The Board expresses its deep 
appreciation to all members for your continuing support. 

Pastors’ Reports: Inter im Senior  Pastor  Christy Dowdy asked that we continue to be in prayer  
for the family of Jeremy Driver. She will be taking vacation June 23, 2020 -June 29, 2020.    
Associate Pastor Chris Zepp will be present for pastoral care. She continues to work with the 
Transition Team, planning virtual worship and providing pastoral care. 

Associate Pastor Chris Zepp announced that a Reopening Committee (ROC) has been named to  
consider when and how we might safely reopen our building for activities. Pastor Chris will 
serve as the staff member on the committee. Other ROC members are Dave Lineweaver, Paula 
Neher, Lev Norford, and Jon Wilson. The ROC will begin working next week and will be in 
close consultation with the Properties Commission. An initial recommendation will be sent to 
the Executive Committee to review at its July 7th meeting. Some limited activity has already  
resumed in our church building. With additional safety precautions in place, the Bridgewater 
Child Care Center reopened June 15, 2020. Because our church building is a voting precinct, our 
social hall will be open for the primary election on June 23rd. Tony Stovall is coordinating with 
the department of elections on their usage of our building.  

Transition Team Report: Chair  Er in Dalrymple repor ted the Transition Team is planning to 
hold congregational Focus Group meetings. The purpose of the Focus Groups is to provide   
participants an opportunity to share their observations and experiences of life within the Church 
and their sense of what God is calling the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren to become in the 
next chapters of our ministry. The Focus Groups will consist of ten participants with two      
Transition Team facilitators. The group sessions will be scheduled for 90 minutes via Zoom 
technology and are tentatively scheduled for late July through August.  

If you live in the Bridgewater Retirement Community and need help getting Zoom installed and   
running on your iPad, you may contact Sandy Counts of the BRC staff. If you live outside the 
retirement community and need help figuring out the best way to participate in a Zoom meeting, 
please contact me (Ted Flory, 828-2282, twflory@gmail.com). Please be on the lookout for 
more information from the Transition Team!  

 
Childcare Initiative: As I descr ibed in last month’s Connections newsletter, for several years, a 

planning committee led by Leanne Kreps has been working toward a vision of an important  
future local ministry for our congregation - that of providing high-quality, affordable, all-day 
childcare for ages ranging from infants (6-months) through elementary school. For more       
introductory information about the Childcare Initiative, please read the article by Leanne       
elsewhere in this newsletter. The Board is excited to make more details about this new ministry 
available to members of our community of faith through a series of listening sessions starting in 
September. The listening sessions will most likely be held online via Zoom. If you need help 
with Zoom, please see the Transition Team Report above. We invite and encourage each of you 
to participate in a listening session. The decision to accept this new ministry opportunity will be 
made in a future congregational council meeting.   

 
Other Reports: The Board heard good repor ts from several other  commissions on their          

continuing work. 

Audio/Video System Upgrade: As we repor ted last month, the video upgrade is complete; 
equipment for the audio upgrade is still on order. The COVID-19 shutdowns are causing supply 
chain delays. 

The board expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude to our pastors and to all of you for keeping us 
engaged with each other in this wilderness time. We look forward to the time when we can all be       
together in person again, but in the meantime please stay safe and well. 
Ted Flory, Chair 
Board of Administration 



BRIDGEWATER CHILD CARE INITIATIVE 
JUNE 2020 

 
Jesus brought a message of life, love, and hope. But he offered much more than inspiring words: He  
understood that people's needs also include day-to-day human ones — food, health, rest, comfort,       
friendship, and unconditional acceptance.  Steadily, lovingly, even radically, Jesus went about serving 
the world and its people. Because we believe his message, we seek to do the same. 
 
The care and nurture of children are not exceptions to this service.  In fact, our denomination has     
maintained a steadfast and courageous heritage of support for children and families throughout the    
centuries.  
 
Some examples of our local congregation’s outreach to children include sending school supply bags to 
impoverished communities, Christmas gifts to children of incarcerated parents, weekly backpack food 
packages to local school children to provide complete meals at home on weekends, and backpacks with 
basic hygiene supplies and comfort items for children entering the foster system. 
 
We are in the midst of discerning if our congregation is again called to meet the need of young families 
in our community.  Over the past few years, a group of individuals from our congregation have met to 
evaluate the lack of full day child care in this community and understand its impacts for the children, 
families and our community as a whole.   
 
This group, the Child Care Initiative, realizes that there just is not enough quality child care in all of 
Rockingham County.  And nearly nothing in our part of the county.  This lack of quality early child care 
puts lower economic families at an appalling disadvantage.  
 
Wonderfully, we have a history of developing educational and care opportunities for families.  In the 
1960’s church members developed a morning preschool program now known as Bridgewater Preschool, 
and since the 1990’s Bridgewater COB has administered the Bridgewater Child Care Center, providing 
before/after school care and school-aged summer care for working families.   
 
Our current Child Care Initiative has been working on the feasibility of transitioning the use of our   
children’s wing from partial day programming to make full day care and education available to all     
children in our community including our most vulnerable.     
 
We invite you to join the Mission and Service Commission and the Child Care Initiative’s listening   
sessions to hear details of this outreach…. 
 
Leanne Kreps, Chair 
Bridgewater Child Care Initiative 

CAMP BRETHREN WOODS FUNDRAISER: Saved from the Dunk! $2,275 raised!  
 

I DO SHARE THANKSGIVING for all those who contributed a total of $2,275 for the Camp Brethren Woods 
fundraiser.  Pastor Christy was not dunked, but the camp certainly benefits.  It’s not too late to take advantage 
of the camp’s summer offering “Watz in the Woods,” a completely FREE online camp connection.  Register 
for free for some fun activities through the month of July at brethrenwoods.org.  This online portal will help 
current, past, and future campers stay connected – or get connected – with camp this summer. 



 
For Our Prayers during the Month of  JULY 2020 

 
Each month a prayer list with opportunities for directed prayer is included with our newsletter.  In addition to highlighting specific 
prayer requests, we are invited to pray with particular mindfulness of the persons connected with our congregation and community.    
 
We lift up in prayer and mindfulness specifically… 

 

…The Transition Team of Bridgewater Church of the Brethren along with the congregational groups who will gather by “zoom” for conversations this month  
 

…those who have lost employment through this Pandemic  
 

…those who grieve;  The Driver/Flory Family, following the death of Jeremy, June 7, and Gladys Remnant’s family, who grieve the loss of her mother,  
               Alma Akers, on June 8.   
 

… those under the care of Hospice, Palliative Care and Comfort Care…Doris & Harold Good, Ginny Whitten 
 

…those who recently have had surgery, been hospitalized, are receiving treatments, are recovering from illness or are in rehabilitation, specifically… for  

 Naoma Clague, Michael Figgs, Sr . Delores Simmons, Jackie Towers, Dale Ulrich 
 

… those receiving treatments for cancer…Kay Bowman, Lynne Brumbaugh,  Betty Wayman (mother of Claire Wayman), Karen Wyrick and  
               Amy Everhart, cousin of Dave Lineweaver, Sue Hutchinson and Peggy Lineweaver   

 
… for Rosetta Harris, who recently moved to retirement home in Penn Laird for care 

 
.. . those housed in correctional centers:  Mary Cline Detrick is requesting prayer for her neighbor, Ben Saunders, now residing at Coffeewood                   
             Correctional Center, who has been exposed to COVID-19 through two aides at the prison.  He has heightened concerns due to   
             his diabetes.  Please pray for him, his family, and all those in the center.   
 

…those requiring long-term healthcare, specifically those at…  
 

Accordius Heath at Harrisonburg, Bridgewater  Retirement Community, Harrisonburg Health & Rehab, & Sunnyside 
 

…those taking classes from Bethany Theological Seminary, specifically…Sharon Flaten (Jos, Nigeria), Clarke & Hope Staton  
 

…Graduates of High Schools and Colleges who are not able to be part of a “Live” graduation ceremony 
 

…those in Military Service, specifically…Tyler Hopkins, Kent Hutchinson  
 

…those who are requesting prayer specifically or have been on the prayer chain recently 
 Hauwa Abdu, 1 of over 200 girls & young women kidnapped in Nigeria in April 2014 

 

…for those who wait at borders and are treated in inhumane ways  
 

…Our Nation and World … we are reminded of how connected we are …                                      
 
 For these and all God’s children we pray… 

UNABLE TO SEE WORSHIP SERVICES? 
 
If you—or anyone you know—are unable to access our worship services at Bridgewater Retirement Community or on 
YouTube, you can easily request a DVD copy that we will get to you as quickly as possible.  If interested in learning more 
about this DVD availability, please contact Pastor Chris. 


