
Sitting in the Gap Study Guide – November 3, 2019 

Luke 5:1-11 

(Click on scripture above to link directly to each passage in the NRSV on biblegateway.com.) 

(Note: this scripture is NOT assigned to this week in the Revised Common Lectionary, but was chosen thematically for 

worship.  Thus this study guide is a repeat from Feb. 10, 2019, when this text first occurred in the Lectionary cycle) 

 

Suggested Study / Prep 
 

1. Read the passage(s) in several different translations and/or paraphrases (e.g. NRSV and 

The Message) 

2. Read the provided commentary(s) below 

3. Visit and explore some of the additional resources links (and/or explore your own 

commentaries, resources, etc)  

4. Reflect on the provided questions 

5. Generate your own questions and “wonderings” 

 

 

Commentary on Luke 5:1-11 (From Homiletics; “Side Hustle”, February 10, 2019) 

The Gospel According to Luke: Introduction, Translation and Notes

A Commentary on 
the Gospel of Luke 1:1-9:50

before

The Gospel According to Luke

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV
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Luke’s Case for Christianity

Commentary

 

 

 

Additional Resources 

 The Text this Week – a huge archive of commentaries, blogs, sermons, etc.  Note – this site collects 

resources related to ALL of the lectionary texts for a given week…not all will relate to the passage(s) 

being studied, but many will.  You will have to sift! 

 Check out other commentaries available for these texts (and others!) at WorkingPreacher.org.  

 

 

http://www.textweek.com/yearc/epiphc5.htm
https://www.workingpreacher.org/?lect_date=02/10/2019&lectionary=rcl
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Reflection Questions on Luke 5:1-11 

1. What is more miraculous?  The abundant catch of fish after a night of fruitless effort?  The response of 

this trio of fishermen who leave everything behind to follow Jesus?  Jesus’ calling and eventual 

entrusting of the gospel to a group of mostly blue-collar laborers?  What makes something truly 

“miraculous”?   

2. Many commentators have pointed out that the “deep water” into which Jesus instructed Simon Peter 

to put out his net for a catch is deeply evocative of the primordial sea – the Jewish symbol for chaos 

(e.g. Genesis 1).  What might this symbolic connection say about the risks/rewards of discipleship (and 

of life for that matter)?   

3. From Ronald J. Allen (workingpreacher.org, 2/10/2019):  Two important issues in the community to 

which Luke wrote are in the background of Luke 5:1-11: authority and mission. Authority: who should 

the community believe? Mission: what should the community do in its context? These questions were 

important, as Luke’s congregation was in a network of competing claims and tensions regarding 

traditional Judaism, the Roman Empire, and within the congregation itself.  We likewise live in the 

midst of competing claims and tensions for our attention and allegiance, our loyalty and our service.  

What does this story spark in you as you consider how our faith community responds to the call of 

Jesus in our own unique context and conflicts today? 

 
 
 
 
What questions do you have?    
 
 
 
What do you “wonder” about when reading these passages? 

 


