
 

Bridgewater Church of the Brethren 

Council Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2019 

 

The Bridgewater Church of the Brethren (BWCOB) Council meeting was called to order at 1:00 

p.m. by Moderator Steve Longenecker.  Steve thanked the youth for preparing the lunch meal 

and opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the November 4, 2018, BWCOB Council meeting were approved with one 

correction. The paragraph under the Board of Administration heading is corrected to read as 

follows:  

 

2019 Budget Proposal – After reviewing the proposed 2019 Budget, a motion was made 

and properly seconded to “accept the budget as stated with the stipulation that any 

amount raised above the budget be allocated toward the Mission Partners.”  After much 

discussion, a substitute amendment to the motion was made to “accept the budget with an 

additional fund established for special contributions that would go directly to increase the 

giving to the Mission Partners.”  The substitute amendment to the motion was seconded 

and passed; then the main motion as amended, passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Phil Flory delivered the Treasurer’s report. The end-of-year 2018 report shows a loss of 

$34,171.39.  The envelope giving fell short from the original projected amount.  Expenses came 

in close to projections.  With funds carried over from 2017 of $50,701.54 and the loss from 2018 

of $34,171.39, the balance on December 31, 2018, was $17,231.44. Treasurer’s report attached. 

 

The first two months of 2019 show an increase over estimated income and look very positive.   

 

In response to a question about the payment of the roof repair, the Treasurer responded that the 

congregation loaned itself the money from the previously established equity line, and currently it 

pays interest on this line.  

 

Phil and Interim Financial Secretary Karissa Hunt are watching the Mission Partners line closely 

and will contact donors to it if they have questions.  Donations to this fund did not come until 

February, and that month’s financial report, which will appear in March, will include them.  

 

John Leigh Miller mentioned a line item under Men’s Fellowship that should be used elsewhere 

as Men’s Fellowship does not meet anymore.   

 

 

Foundation Board Report 

Claire Martindale, Foundation Board Vice Chair, shared the report from the Foundation Board.  

There will be a series of articles in the newsletter to better clarify what the Foundation does.  

See attached report from the Foundation.  Claire emphasized that  



 

it is important to stress that the church Foundation does NOT replace regular giving 

throughout the year.  It is simply another part of the picture of abundant blessings and 

generous giving of our church community.   In recent years, funds from the Foundation 

have been used for a variety of items outside the regular church budget, including 

purchase of the church van, support of summer ministry interns, expenses of the Ted & 

Company event to raise funds for Heifer Project, replacement of the Greeting Hall carpet 

and other non-budgeted building maintenance expenses, new audio & acoustical 

equipment, and renovations on the Hospitality House for refuge families. 

 

In 2017 the annual distribution from the General Fund to the congregation was $27,390.00, and 

the distribution to the Deacon’s Fund was $3,837.00.  In 2018 the annual distribution from the 

General Fund to the congregation was $28,974.00, and the distribution to the Deacon’s Fund was 

$3,917.00.   

 

The December 2018 report shows loss of Foundation monies, but that was a temporary loss and 

now the figures are back up as of March, 2019. 

 

The Foundation Board transferred all monies to the Brethren Foundation (Elgin) to consolidate 

all funds in one institution.  There was a time factor delay in transferring of funds to Elgin 

because of availability of funds at the other institution. 

 

 

Staff Report – Jeff Carr, Senior Pastor 

Pastor Jeff is beginning his tenth year as senior pastor of this congregation. In past years he has 

shared a report of his time and activities, which folks are welcome to see. For this report he 

thanked other staff who do so much to help with the ministry of the congregation. 

  

Shannon Puffenbarger – Administrative Assistant. 

In addition to her routine tasks, Shannon takes calls, interacts with folks seeking 

financial assistance from the community, and helps direct requests for assistance 

from the Deacon Fund. She organizes the shopping, packing, and delivering for 

the Backpack Ministry, and this year she coordinates the ordering and set-up of 

Wednesday Night Meals. 

  

Chris Zepp – Associate Pastor. 

Chris provides leadership to the Brethren Student Movement (BSM) campus 

ministry, provides oversight to the youth ministry, and leads a youth Inquirer’s 

class. 

  

Fortunato Correa – Custodian. 

            Fortunato works to keep the building clean; it is a frequently-used facility. 

  

Tony Stovall -- Properties Commission chair. 

The Commission recently added LED lighting to the children’s wing walkway, 

which greatly brightens the area for safety and security. 



 

Karissa Hunt – Interim Financial Secretary. 

Karissa works hard as she keeps bills paid and accounting in order, and she 

produces reports and information efficiently. 

 

Jeanie Eye - Retired Christian Education Director. 

 

Josh Eye - Interim Christian Education Director. 

The Eyes have had a difficult past year, but Jeff is grateful for their continued 

support of the Christian Education program. 

 

Hope and Clark Staton – Youth Ministry Coordinators. 

The Statons have good and deep connection with our youth.  One year from now 

they plan to move to Bethany Theological Seminary, where they will become full 

time students. 

 

Kathleen Arndt – Childcare Center Director. 

Kathleen and her staff provide a safe place for children in our community.  Often 

childcare center staff must adjust their schedule due to school delays and closings, 

and this past Monday the children were unexpectedly out of school because of the 

extreme windy weather. Being open when other centers are closed is a ministry to 

our community.  

  

Jeff shared that the makeup of church, including attendance and the mixture of worshippers in 

attendance, is changing, and he is mindful of the changed nature of church overall. He shared 

stories of how the church in other communities around the country is a witness in new and 

creative ways.  Our church is looking at this is by exploring the need for affordable, quality 

childcare in our community. In another story, Jeff related that our college care package ministry 

was highlighted recently.  A Bridgewater College student, who received a care package from us, 

called their family in Michigan to ask when their home church would start such a project. It is 

always nice to hear good things about our church.  Jeff expressed his thanks to all staff and 

program volunteers who make him look good. 

 

 

Gifts Discernment Committee Report 

2019 Annual Conference Delegates to Greensboro, NC, from July 3 to 7, 2019. 

 Heather Barkey  

 Peggy Lineweaver 

 Bill Miracle 

 

2019/2020 District Conference Delegate to Antioch COB on November 1 and 2, 2019. 

 Kathleen Gardner 

 Jeanne Neff 

 Erin West 

 



Motion was to affirm those called by Gifts Discernment Committee.  No second is required for 

this, and these names were unanimously affirmed. 

 

Announcements 

Next Sunday, March 10
th

, from 8:30 to 12:30, except for the 11:00 service, Lisa Houff will take 

pictures in the lounge for those who missed having pictures done. 

 

Adjournment 
With no other business or announcements, the meeting was adjourned at 1:47 PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dwynn Stovall 

Assistant Church Clerk  

 


