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My Friends, I speak to you a word of peace

For despite what you may hear in a press release

Peace IS to be found in our world this day

Though not in the form, perhaps not in the way

That one might expect, with the absence of war

Or the absence of all other things we abhor.

For as Jeremiah tells us, ‘tis folly to say “Peace”

When there is none, in fact, and troubles increase.

When violence, disaster, and injustice all rule

It’s careless to pretend that everything is cool.

But when I say “Peace,” I mean much more than absence

Of tragedy, warfare, injustice, and violence.

What I mean by peace is the presence of something

That cannot be compromised by violence or suffering.

It’s a peace that passes all understanding

A peace that endures no matter what’s happening.

A peace found within, in the depths of the heart

Inspired by music and beauty and art.

A peace that’s discovered in a small orchid bloom

Or up on a mountain or in a hospital room.

A peace built upon meditation and prayer

A peace that abides regardless of where

You find yourself living, or whatever you do

A peace that’s unshakable, constant, and true.

This peace knows no creed – it’s a gift and a mystery

But it has quite a past, and it does have a history.

For this peace does not stay in the heart of one being

It is meant to be shared, and it opens to seeing

The eyes of the blind, that we might truly know

The suffering of others, and where we can grow.

Then this peace reaches out in troubling times

Across all that divides us, even enemy lines.

This peace beings building a world that is new

In the midst of this old one that’s coming unglued.

It’s this peace that propels us with strong motivation

To challenge injustice in every tribe, race, and nation.

It’s this peace that sustains us when things are unsure

To stay on the course of the things we work for.

It’s this peace that gives courage to reach out to the least

To stand up for what’s right and to challenge the beast.

This peace gives us vision to see beyond now

To have faith that the future can be different somehow.

To believe that our circumstances don’t determine our worth

And to work for the change we want to see on this earth.

And so on this day, when we all for peace pray,

Though I know you’ll forget all these things that I say,

I do hope you’ll remember that the peace we all seek

Is already inside us – the strong and the weak.

But I hope it won’t stay there – it’s a gift for us all

And I hope that we now can all answer the call

To spread now this peace, this salaam, this shalom

In this life that we live, and this world we call home.

