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A Litany of Remembrance, Confession, and Hope

Prayers of the People on the 10th Anniversary of 9/11
CWZepp, BWCOB, September 11, 2011
Ten years ago today, a coordinated terrorist attack brought unparalleled death and destruction to New York City, the Pentagon, and Western Pennsylvania, and changed our national psyche forever.  On this tenth anniversary of the worst terrorist attacks that our nation and our world have known, we join with people of faith around the world in remembering and reflecting on the events of that day and those that followed.  Let us join our hearts and minds in prayer...

Silence

Prayers of Remembrance and Grief

God of all, we come to you this day, when the memories of that September 11th ten years ago are so prominent on our hearts and minds.  We recall the shock and the horror of that day when airplanes flew into buildings, when so many people perished, and when our sense of security and goodness was so drastically shaken.  We remember the fear, the anger, and the confusion we felt, and the sense of threat that saturated the days, weeks, and months that followed.  We continue to grieve the loss of so many innocent lives, and to remember the courageous and heroic actions of so many public servants who responded in the aftermath of the disaster.  We lament those lives lost and harmed in the line of duty, and the lingering effects still haunting the bodies and minds of so many.  We lift up especially all those who continue to mourn for loved ones lost, and for those who continue to suffer and struggle from the effects and the aftermath of those attacks.

Union Prayer

As we light this candle, we remember all that was lost to us that day: our sense of security, our peace, our innocence, our belief that we were safely beyond such random violence and death.  Most of all we remember those who died in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania, their lives of promise extinguished in hatred.

“Kyrie” (2x)  (Hymnal #152,   Translation: “Lord, have mercy”) 

Silence

Prayers for our Enemies

God of all, we come to you this day, remembering and perhaps more mindful than other days, that we do have enemies.  We know that Christ calls us to love our enemies, to pray for those who persecute us, and to not repay evil for evil, but to seek to overcome evil with good.  We confess Lord, that we struggle to do any of that.  We confess that there is a part of us that wants to lash out against those who have harmed us and those who continue to plot and bring terror.  We confess that there is a part of us that wants revenge, that wants to see the “bad guys” suffer, that wants someone to pay for what has been done.  We confess that a part of us rejoiced when we heard the news that Osama Bin Laden was killed this year.  Forgive us Lord, for our failure to live up to the higher calling and the greater good of loving our enemies.  Give us the strength of faith and the peace of heart to extend forgiveness to them, and to seek for healing and reconciliation between even these.  

Unison Prayer

As we light this candle, we remember our enemies –both those who have actively sought to do us harm, and those whom we have made our enemies by our responses to terrorism.  We pray that even though we will never forget, we might find the faith to forgive, and that instead of pursuing revenge and retribution, we might seek the things that make for healing and for peace.

“Kyrie” (2x)

Silence

Prayers for “the Other”

God of all, we come to you this day, mindful that we have a tendency to turn inward and to become self centered and self focused, especially when we feel threatened and insecure.  We lament that this has often been the case with us in the past ten years since the terrorist attacks of 9/11.  We have been tempted and often allowed ourselves to seek only our own good, to hear only our own truth, to acknowledge only our own suffering.  We have responded to violent acts with more acts of violence, leaving a wake of nameless and faceless victims around the world.  We have fought a boundless war on terror around the globe, and have ignored the economic and environmental costs.  We have given in to the temptation to do “whatever it takes” to pursue our own safety, and have shown a willingness to set aside international law and concern for human rights to pursue our own perceived interests.  We have fed an irrational fear of the stranger and the immigrant, and have fanned the flames of prejudice and hate against everything Islam.  And we have lacked the courage to speak against the demonizing and hared of our Muslim neighbors.

Unison Prayer

As we light this candle, we remember our neighbors near and far who have suffered the consequences of our fear, prejudice, and efforts to protect ourselves.  We remember our Muslim sisters and brothers who now endure discrimination, persecution, and hate because of the violent acts of a few.  We remember our global neighbors who have been lost and who continue to suffer through the retributive actions and policies of our nation.    

“Kyrie” (2x)

Silence

Prayers of Faith and Hope

God of all, we come to you this day, remembering the past, but very mindful of our present and our future.  We recall the unity and the outpouring of help, kindness, and caring words from near and far that came in the midst of tragedy ten years ago, and we yearn for such a spirit to prevail not only in the midst of darkness, but in the light of each day.  We know that peace and security will come to us only when justice becomes the will of political and social systems everywhere.  So by your Spirit, give us a broad sympathy for all the peoples of the earth.  Strengthen us to comfort those who mourn everywhere, and to work in ways large and small for the things that make for peace.  Lift up before us a vision of your kingdom on earth, as in heaven, and let us find ways to live together as one human family, caring for one another, even as you care for each of us.  

Unison Prayer

As we light this candle, we assert our faith that light always shines through the darkness, that despair will give way to hope, that love can overcome hate, and that peace is not only possible, but is promised.

“Kyrie” (2x)

Silence
� This litany draws from a wide variety of resources distributed by a number of  interfaith bodies for the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of 9/11.





