Scripture Reading (unison) – Psalm 23 (KJV)
Prayers of the People
O Divine Shepherd, are you really there?  

Do you really walk with us through the darkest moments of our lives?  Is there really nowhere we can run that you are not present there with us?  God, sometimes we feel so alone.  Sometimes it seems that no light can penetrate the shadows in which we dwell.  Sometimes it feels like we have sunk so low, that there will never be any escape from the Valley.  And then just when it seems like things might be looking up, something else happens, and we find ourselves wondering what we ever did to deserve this.
So if you are really there, God, now would be a great time for that rod and staff, because a lot of us could really use some comfort right now.  Or how about that heaping table sat before our detractors?  Or the overflowing cup?  
How are we supposed to feel, God, when we have tried our very best to follow your lead, and instead of oil, we have been anointed with sorrow?  What are we supposed to make of you when the promises of goodness and mercy have given way to tragedy, and pain, and death?  

O God, we can’t honestly subsist on promises of greener pastures and quiet waters on some distant shore.  We want – no we need – our souls to be restored and at peace now.  Our earth needs green grass and clean water now, not in some far off by and by.  O God, if you are really listening, if you really care, don’t just hear us.  Don’t just be with us.  Lead us to a better place.  Lead us out of the Valley and onto paths of righteousness and goodness, for your name’s sake, for it is in your name that we are gathered here.  Amen.
