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TRI-ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS (January-April) will be available for pick up on May 2 & 9.  Statements not picked up by May 10 will be mailed.  Your help in delivering statements to family and neighbors will be greatly appreciated.  
MEMBERSHIP & BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS

Plans are currently underway for baptisms this spring.  A class will be offered for those interested in knowing more about the church, joining the church or desiring baptism.  More information will be included in the next newsletter, but if you are interested in participating, please contact the church office or speak with one of the pastors as soon as possible.

2010 YEAR-END GIVING STATEMENTS will be available for pick up on January 9 & 16.  Statements not picked up by January 17 will be mailed.  Your help in delivering statements to family and neighbors will be greatly appreciated.  
North River Library
 Seventeenth Annual
 Pancake Breakfast
 

Silent auction of themed baskets!
 
 Turner Ashby High School
 Saturday,
  January 15, 2011
(Snow date Jan. 29th)  
 Serving from 7:00 am - 11:00 am
 All proceeds go directly to North River Library
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INTERESTED IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP?
Our congregation is blessed with persons who have many talents and gifts. One of the ways we can share our gifts is in our worship. Pastors Jeff and Chris would like to know of persons who are willing or interested in leading in worship.  Some ways of worship leading include offering a prayer, reading scripture, offering drama, helping with worship arts (music, dancing, visual), writing prayers or litanies… the list goes on and on – NO EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED.  We would like to utilize more of our members’ gifts in our Sunday worship settings.  Please let one of the pastors know if you are feeling called to share of yourself in this way. 
2011 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Anyone who would like offering envelopes for 2011 but has not made a pledge for next year or has not had them in the past should notify our Business Manager, Glenna Wampler.  Also, if you’re interested in having your contribution made to the church electronically, forms are available in the church office or you may speak with Glenna.
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THANK YOU NOTES
Your expressions of caring during my recent surgery and rehabilitation were amazing. Your prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and words of concern to Betty were all very much appreciated. It’s humbling to be a part of such a living congregation.                     ~ Dean Neher
In 2010, the Bridgewater CoB congregation again helped sustain our family through difficult times.  Thank you for your support, friendship, prayers, and financial considerations.  We have benefitted greatly from institutional, personal, and anonymous financial contributions to our family, and are humbled and amazed at the willingness of the congregation to give.  I fear that I have not always been gracious enough in my acceptance of your gifts (financial or otherwise), or timely in saying “Thank you.”  Lynn, Eli, Laura, and I feel very fortunate to be part of this congregation and value the community of faith and relationships we have here.  Again, thank you, and God bless you all as we journey into the coming year.                      ~ Jeff Quay
We are so grateful to be apart of such a wonderful family of faith. During this past holiday season, the expressions of care and warmth were so appreciated.  We are thankful for all the well wishes, treats, cards and especially the prayers directed our way.  Thank You.                                         ~ Jeff, Wendy and Gabe
Alice Lee and I are grateful for the many gestures of love and support during my father's illness and in response to his death.    Our church family is truly a loving and thoughtful community.        ~ Jesse Hopkins
Many thanks for all the gifts, cards, and greetings that came to our family over the holidays.  We are very grateful to be part of such a caring community.

~ Chris & Amanda Zepp
I wanted to thank the church for sending such a nice care package to help me get through exams...it has definitely come in handy!  My thanks to anyone who helped with putting it together.  I really appreciate it.  
~ Rachel Rees
I am writing on behalf of the VA Council of Churches Refugee Resettlement Program to express our gratitude for your generous involvement with the refugee population.  We are grateful to know that Refugee Resettlement has friends like you in our community, willing to give so much for others.  Thank you,              Jackie Cramer, Sponsorship Development
THANK YOU NOTES CONTINUED
The December Decorating Committee wants to say thank you to the many people who helped with Christmas decorations.  We were especially grateful for the donation of the new nativity set given in memory of Clyde Pugh and in honor of Eunice Pugh.  The BIG tree in the greeting hall would not appear each year without David Evick.  Many thanks David!  Thanks to Leroy and Doris Harsh for making the perfect stable for the nativity.  Special thanks to Jane, Bea, Lori, David, Dwynn, Tony, Jan, Anita, Mary and Chester for the hours of cheerful creativity!  Many hands make this task a pleasure.

Thank you for bringing presents for me from my mom that you got.  Merry Christmas,          Hayley Christian
(Angel Tree gift recipient)

EXERCISE IN YOUR WEEKLY ROUTINE
One of the cute animated movies that I like – Madagascar – has a scene where a whole bunch of lemurs sing “I like to move it, move it!” and dance
to a now commercially-familiar tune  It’s a silly, 
happy scene with simply motivating music that 
inspires movement. That is really all it takes, MOVE IT!  

There are so many things you can do to get exercise. 
And experts now say that interval training, five minutes, three times a day of exercise that accelerates your heartbeat can have great benefits to circulation, lung capacity and heart strength.

You don’t have to belong to a gym, or go to classes, but it is important to stay active during the cold weather months.  Phone a friend and take a walk.  Climb stairs.  Take a child for a bike ride. Turn on your favorite loud music and dance like you mean it. No one is there to see.  

Make it fun!  The important thing is just to, MOVE IT!

This section of our newsletter is sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship Health and Wellness Committee. If you have ideas of topics you would like to see in our health section of the newsletter, please contact Lev Norford or Jeannie Eye. 
~ Lev Norford for Health & Wellness Committee 
of Women’s Fellowship
CROP RESULTS
The Bridgewater College CROP Meal on October 28 raised $1,598 and the Bridgewater/Dayton Area CROP Hunger Walk on October 31 raised $7,966.90, bringing this year’s total proceeds to $9,564.90, the second highest total raised in over 25 years of CROP events in the local community.  All proceeds will go to support Church World Service’s education, development, and relief programs in 80 counties around the world and 25% of this amount will be returned to assist families in our local community through the Bridgewater Area Inter-Church Food Pantry.  Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s CROP Meal and CROP Hunger Walk such a blessing for God’s children across the street and around the world!

THANKS FOR RINGING THE BELL
Thanks to all those who volunteered to staff the Salvation Army booth at IGA last month.  Your time was a gift from you and from our congregation to those less fortunate.  The participation in this project was excellent and appreciated very much.  Many thanks!
NEEDED: Large # 10 Tin Cans, empty & clean, for Children’s Church.  Cans will be used to make instruments and should be given to Jeanie Eye by January 22.

BRETHREN WOODS NEWS
Women of all ages are invited to take a journey packed with friendship, God, and spiritual growth.  Wonder Full World is an unforgettable travel-themed retreat.  You’ll have a whirlwind tour of the seven continents, experience meaningful Bible studies, explore the wonders of a woman’s heart, and have time for both quiet reflection and laugh-out-loud fun.  This fun, casual getaway will be held at Brethren Woods Camp & Retreat Center March 4 & 5.  Get more information and a registration form by contacting the camp office by phone at 269-2741, by email at camp@brethrenwoods.org, or online at www.brethrenwoods.org.  
BOOK CLUB
January and February Book Club Selections

The book club is reading The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness for our January selection.   Please join us on Monday, January 31,   at 7:00 p.m. in the church library to discuss this powerful book.   The Book Club has selected The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer for discussion at our February meeting on February 28.

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Steve Longenecker had a book review of Mark Häberlein’s book, The Practice of Pluralism: Congregational Life and Religious Diversity in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1730–1820 (Pennsylvania State University Press, 2009), published in the January 2011 edition of the Catholic Historical Review. 

JANUARY WORSHIP PERSONNEL
Decorators: Heather Barkey & Ann Monger
Sound/Light Operator: Ellsworth Neff 
Ushers: 


John Hipps, leader
Beth Day-Miller 
Justin Carpenter

Rod Miller

Walter Erdman

Ann Monger

Courtney Flory

John Monger

Cliff Keplinger

Brad Neher

Kevin Keplinger
Eli Quay

George Mason

Don Remnant

Burt Metzler

Fred Zimmerman
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

At 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. on Sundays

January 2 – Second Sunday of Christmas
Pastor Jeff preaching 

Sermon: “A Word for the New Year”
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm Reading: Psalm 147:12-20
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel Reading: John 1:1-18
January 9 – First Sunday of Epiphany
Pastor Chris preaching 

Sermon: “How Quickly They Grow Up”
First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm Reading: Psalm 29
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17
Children’s Worship – Worship @ 11

C4 Worship – 6:30 p.m. 
January 16 – Second Sunday of Epiphany
Pastor Jeff preaching 

Sermon: “Come and See”
First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm Reading: Psalm 40:1-11
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42
January 23 – Third Sunday of Epiphany
Pastor Jeff preaching 

Sermon: “Church Algebra”
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm Reading: Psalm 27: 1, 4-9
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23
Children’s Worship – Worship @ 11

C4 Worship – 6:30 p.m.

January 30 – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Pastor Jeff preaching 

Sermon: “Old Favs”
First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

Psalm Reading: Psalm 15

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

POEMS OF THANKSIGIVING
At the Board of Administration meeting on November

17, 2010, members were asked to write a Poem of

Thanksgiving for our congregation.  (Most

are acrostics or haikus.)  Enjoy!

· Becoming what God wants us to be
Caring for one another

Open communication

Bible-centered learning

· Simply
Amazing

Love

Voices itself

As I offer prayers of

Thanksgiving

In my heart

On my knees, with

Never-ending joy.
· Church lightens my burdens

Help comes from the Lord

U are my shelter from the storm

Rains fell on the just and unjust

Care-giving lifts my spirits

Heaven will hopefully be my home
· In this time and place
We thank you for your grace.

Our past, present, and future

Are in your hands.

As we long for your embrace

Enfold all the members of our race.

You are God alone

And Christ for us atones.

· Oh, God
   Thou art

      My All

Beauty surrounds us,

People, places, nature

All are your creation

We give you thanks.

The wisdom of gray heads

The spontaneity of youth and

Joyous little children

Greet us each week.

JANUARY CALENDAR

All events take place at the church unless otherwise noted.
2 Simpler Life Network – 8:30 a.m.

3 Retired Ministers & Spouses – Noon – Maple Terrace

4 Food Pantry – 7 p.m.

   Women’s Fellowship Cabinet – 7 p.m.

5 Christian Education Commission – 7 p.m.

   Mission & Service Commission – 7 p.m.

   Properties Commission – 7 p.m.

   Witness & Renewal Commission – 7 p.m.

   Worship & Music Commission – 7 p.m.

6 Interfaith Association – Noon – Emmanuel Episcopal 

   Alternative Service Lunch – 12:30 p.m. – Maple Terrace

   Sanctus Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

7 Ministerial Services Commission – 4 p.m.

   Brethren Student Movement – 6:30 p.m.
9 Children’s Worship – Worship @ 11

    Jr. Hi. Tile Painting – 2:30 p.m.

   C4 Worship – 6:30 p.m.

11 Esther Bible Study – 7 p.m.

     Finance Commission – 7 p.m.

     Gifts Discernment Committee – 7:15 p.m.

12 Bridgewater Ministers – 8:30 a.m. – Maple Terrace

     Friendship Circle – 7 p.m. – Home of Anita Beckman

13 Esther Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.

     Pastoral Advisory Council – 6:30 p.m.

     Sanctus Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

14 Brethren Student Movement – 6:30 p.m.
15 Men’s Fellowship – 7:30 a.m.

16 Blood Pressure Clinic – 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.

     Propst Family Reunion – 1 p.m.

18 Esther Bible Study – 7 p.m.

     Food Pantry – 7 p.m.

19 Children’s Choir Rehearsal – 4 p.m.

     Puppet Practice – 4 p.m.

     YORFFS Rehearsal – 4:45 p.m.

20 Esther Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.

     Sanctus Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

21 B. H. A. Anniversary Dinner – 6 p.m. – BC KCC

21-22 Girl Scout Lock-In

23 Children’s Worship – Worship @ 11

     Jr. Hi. Game Night – 5:30 p.m.

     C4 Worship – 6:30 p.m.

25 Child Care Center Board – 7 p.m.

     Esther Bible Study – 7 p.m.

26 Children’s Choir Rehearsal – 4 p.m.

     Puppet Practice – 4 p.m.

     YORFFS Rehearsal – 4:45 p.m.

     Board of Administration – 7 p.m.

27 Esther Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.

     Sanctus Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 p.m.

28 Brethren Student Movement – 6:30 p.m.

30 Fellowship Meal – Noon

     Council – 1 p.m.
Connections is published by Bridgewater Church of the Brethren

Collating/Mailing:  

Clayton & Jackie Towers, Harold Jennings

Next Newsletter – February 2011

Information is due by noon on Monday, January 31.
Church Staff:              Senior Pastor, Jeff Carr

Associate Pastor, Chris Zepp

Christian Education Director, Jeanie Eye

Administrative Assistant, Shannon Puffenbarger

Business Manager, Glenna Wampler

Custodian, Fortunato Correa

Sr. Hi. Youth Directors, Josh & Erin Eye

Jr. Hi. Youth Directors, Kenny & Heather Galang-Ellerbee

Child Care Center Administrator, Kathleen Arndt
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. . . To continue the work of Jesus                                                  
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