Special Response Bible Study Options
As many of you are aware, our denomination is in the midst of a two year process of responding to two business items related to homosexuality that came to Annual Conference in 2009.  Given the controversial nature of the issue, we have been asked to engage in a series of studies, hearings, and discussions that have been specially designed to help us “engage each other in conversation and study with the Holy Spirit using scripture, prayer, and the bonds of covenant.”  As a first step in this process, our congregation is providing multiple opportunities to engage in the 8-session study which has been specially prepared for this process by the Special Resource Committee named by Annual Conference.  Two primary formats will be offered as detailed below, and it is hoped and anticipated that participation in either of these formats will provide a foundation for us to more fully and helpfully engage in the district hearings being scheduled for later this year, the purpose of which will be to further the conversation and to provide information for our Standing Committee delegates to prepare recommendations to the 2011 Annual Conference regarding these two business items.  If you need more information or have questions about these studies, feel free to contact either Pastor Jeff or Chris.
Format #1:
Sunday Morning Elective Sunday School
Sunday mornings, 9:45 – 10:45 am; Sept. 12 thru Nov. 7 (except Sept. 26)

Meeting in the Social Hall, these sessions will be open to all.  Direction will be given in a large group setting, with break-out conversations in small groups within that context.  Leadership and participation will be fluid, and conversational groups will vary from week to week.  No sign-ups are necessary.  

Format #2:
Covenant Study Groups

Tuesday evenings, 7-8 pm; Sept. 14 thru Nov. 2.  Facilitated by Pastor Chris

Wednesday mornings, 10-11 am; Sept. 15 thru Nov. 3.  Facilitated by Pastor Chris

Thursday evenings, 7-8 pm; Sept. 16 thru Nov.4.  Facilitated by Pastor Jeff

Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm; Sept. 15 & 29 and Oct. 13 and 27.  

(Double sessions facilitated by Pastors Jeff and Chris)

*More groups may be offered if warranted by demand*
These sessions will occur in the context of small groups of 6-12 participants who will covenant to walk through the entire study together.  Spots are available on a first-come basis, so sign up by adding your name to the appropriate sign up sheet in the Gathering Hall or by contacting the church office no later than September 12.  It is expected that members of these groups will be able to attend the majority of the sessions.  Child care will be available if requested.  

