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420 Cadllege View Drive, P.O. Box 249

Bridgewater, VA 22812-0249
(540) 828-3711; 828-2641

COUNCIL AND MEAL bJanuary 27

All membersareencouragedto attend our first council
meetng of 2008 on Sunday, Jarnuary 27. The Sernor
High Youth will serve a potato bar lunch in the social
hall atnoon. Proceed will go towardthe NY C Fund.
Following lunch, council will convere in the sanctuary
atlp.m.

CSBOUPCER BOWL SOUP SUNDAY

Take a break from the kitchenand let us prepare soup
for you on Super Bowl Sunday. The Sgourners
Sunday School Class will have soup for sale on
Sunday, February 3. We will have homemade beef
vegetable ard potato soup for $5.00 per quart. Pre-
orderformswill be in the bulletin on Sundays, Jaruary
20 & Jarnuary 27. Preordersareaporeciated, but some
additional soup will be availabe. Soup will only be
available on Felruary 3. For quedions call Tony or
Dwynn Stovall at 828-2995.

LENTEN STUDY GROUPS

Two groups offeredon Monday evenings (6:30-
7:30 p.m.), Fekruary 11-March10; one led by
Linda Alley ard one led by Jeff Carr.

One group offeredon Thursday afternoons (2-3
p.m.) led by Wayne Judd.

SeeFelruary A Newsletter for more information.

HARTS

Bridgewater Church of the Brethrenis participating in
thefirst year of HARTS (Harrisonburg And
Rockingham Themal Shelter). Thisinterfaith
organizaton servesindividuals who are homeless. The
shelter rotatesaraund local congregations, and our
guegswill join usthe weekof February 25 - March 3.
HARTS will provide regstration in Harrisonburg,
transportation to and from the church, cots and
blarkets, and a staff person to spend the night. Our
regonsibilitieseachnight include dinner, atleas one
churchrepresntative to sperd the night, and bagged
brealkasts eachmorning. We also hope peaple will
extend hospitality by being present with our gueds:
playing games group singing, or just being availabe to
chat and show that we care. For quegions or to
volunteerin this ministry, plea® contact Werdy Car
at 828-2041.

QCHANNELI NG THE VISION: ADHOCRACYO
Do you seesomething needng to be accanplished?
How canyou becameinvolved? Thes quedions will
leadyou to the greenbrochure availad e from the
literaure rack in the greeting hall. Plea% take one,
readit, and became familiar with Oatiocracy.O
Through adchocracy, you are invitedand encouragedto
shareyour ideasand return the insertto the church

offi cewhereit will be passed on to personsto give
your ideasconsideration. Numerous areasin our
church life have reaulted from thisinitiative of
achocracywhere all of us considerit our roleto
contribute ideastoward the fuller vision of the churchOs
mission and ministry. Shareyours today!



NOTES OF THANKS

During 2007, Bridgewater CoB has been most

accommodating in sharing its sanctuary for our

concert serieswhenan indoor facility was neeced

The Town of Bridgewaer is appreciativeto the

congregation for sharing this lovely facility with the

resderts and surrounding community and is happy to

contribute $200 during 2007 for this generosity.

Sncerely, Rosetta Harris
Vice Mayor & Community Relations Chair

We want to thank the congregation for the many cards,
notes and gifts givento us during the Christmas
holiday time. Theywere very much appreciated We
also add our grateful thanksfor your expressions of
concem during and following Werdell's knee surgery.
Hiskneeis heding nicely. Yaur well-wishesare
alwaysencouraging for our lifeamong you. God's
blessings for the NewYear.

~Wendell & SonyaEller

| amgrateful for the opportunity to work asthe
Christian Education Worker for the last yea and a
half. Thisjob has beenwonderful dueto the many
words of support from members of this congregation
during that time. This congregation isfilledwith
many thoughtful and creativepeagple! Working so
closely with the Christian Education Commission has
beentremendous. Their ded cation and humor made
working in the position very erjoyable. And the
Sunday School Committee made each Sunday run so
smoothly. Thank you to all of you for making my time
special! ~LeanneKreps

Thank you for the many expressions of synpathy by
cards, emails, visits, and prayers following the death of
my father, Herry Kiracaofe. It isgrea to bea part of a
caring church family. With appreciation,

Phillip Kiracofe

Thank you for your visits, calls, food, cards, and
prayers during my recert surgery. ~ Louise Callahan

| wish to thank those who sert cards and inquired
about my welfare conceming my visits to the UVA
Medcal Certer. ~ Walt Daggett

Thank you very much fromthe Angel Tree Our great-
grandsons wereredly happy for the presents. They
were very nice presns. The 6-year-old (Prophecy)
said maybe thereisa Santa. Peqplelikeyour church
make a lot of little oneshappy. God bless each and
every one of you. ~ The Kisamore Family

NOTES OF THANKS CONTINUED

| want to express my deepgriefin the death of
my dear wife and companion. We had 64 wonderful
yeasof marriage. We have a daughter, Priscilla
Loba, of Dayton, Ohio. Her son, our grandson, isan
activepastor and musician and servesa churchin
lowa.

Toall who sert cards, letters and flowers, we
aregrateful. Your interes and concem were deefy
appreciated Asyou prayedfor us, we prayedfor you.
Thank you.

Madaline came to full nursing carein June,
2006. She was cooperative and thankful for the special
care shereceiedas she suffered from demertia which
devebpedinto AlzheimerOglisease. She sufferedfor
overa yea and on November 23, 2007 the end came
aswesat by her bedside. The Lord ended her suffering
and she wert to be with Himforewver. We will seeher
again in her newly created heaverly body.

~ Carl Zigler

BETHANY COURSE OF INTEREST

Bethany Thedogical Seninary (BTS) will offer four
offsite classesduring the 2007-08 spring semeger,
focusing on Brethrenheritage, Brethren polity, conflict
resolution, and biblical studies

(Brethren Polity and Practi ceOwill be off eredin our
churchon February 1-2, 15-16, February 29-March
1, & March 28-29. Earle Fike and Fred Swart z will
be the instructors. The course will focus on CoB
policy and governance and how it islivedout atthe
denominational, district, and local levels.

Thoseinteregedin errolling in the course for graduate
credt who are not currertly BTS students must
complete the applicaton process no later than four
weeks prior to the start of the class. Applicaions can
be completedonline at
www.bethanyseminary.edu/admissions/apply. For
more information call 800-287-8822, ext. 1832. A
limited number of placesmay be availalle for those
who wish to take the course for personal errichmert or
non-credt continuing education for a cost of $275.
Resrvations should be made by contacing
acaemy@bethanyseminar.edu or 800-287-8822, ext.
1824.

2007 GIVING REPORTS will be availabe this
Sunday, January 20, in the Greetng Hall. Plea® be
sure pick up your report, and arny you candeliverto
others Reports not picked up after January 27 will be
mailed



MISSION ALI VE 2008
April 4-6 BBridgewater CoB

Sharing GodO<Good News hasboth local ard
international dimersions. This conference seeksto
empwer both the congregationOsole in its community
and the whole derominationOsole in interrational
mission. The conference takesa holistic approachto
mission, recaynizing calls for proclamaion of the
Gospel through evangelism, regponse to humanneed,
peace& reconciliation, and advocacyfor the poor ard
oppressed The conferenceis sponsoredby the
General Board, with partnering support from Bethary
Thedogical Seminary and some mission-minded
groups. Checkthe literaure rackin the Greeting Hall
for regstration form and other CoB mission
informaton.

LENTEN STUDY

Orhe Gospel of MarkOby Frark Ramirez
This study will meetin the lounge from 10 am.-Noon
begnning on Wednheday, January 23, for tenweels.

Most authoritiesagree that Mark is the first

gospel aswe know it. He cadlleciedsayings and stories
about Jeus and arranged themin what he called Ohe
good newsO(gospel). He created a new form of
literaure that wasmore than biography. He warntedto
do more thantell alife story. Mark wantedto define
JeasQife in termsof GodOsstory. The Gospel of
Mark challengesusto be disciples This means we are
tolive like Jeaus.

VAN MINISTRY

The Village Van hasroom for additional riderson
Sunday morning. The vanusually picks up in the
Village between9:20 and 9:30 for those wishing to go
to Sunday School. A second run is made around 10:30
for the 11 am. Worship Senice. Contactthe church
offi ceto add your nameto the list.

IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Steve Longenecker had anarticle, (History Holds the
Keys,Opublishedin the Decemberissue of Messerger,
the Church of the Brethrenperiodical. The articleis
part of a seriescommemaating the denominationOs
300" amiversary.

Witness & Renewal Commission
remindseveryoneto
PLEASE WEAR YOUR NAME TAGS

BUTLER CHAPEL AME CHURCH
CELEBRATION

Racil tersion sin 1997 reaultedin the Butler
Chapel AME Churchin Orangelurg, SC, being
dedroyedby aron. Hundreds of Brethren Disager
Regponse volunteershelpedto rehuild it. The church
is plaming a celebration of the 10" amiversary of the
dedcation of the new building on January 18-20,
2008. In aporeciation of the work done, the Brethren
who attend will have all feeswaived

If you would like moreinformaion about this
even, see DeanNeher, chair of the Mission & Seavice
Commission.

FLRC WINTER SERIES
* Engaged Saminar Series

(Five Steps to a GreatMarriageOis the theme
of aseriesof five Sunday sessions (7-8:30
p.m.) held at EMUQ® University Commons for
engaged couplesthat begns January 27. The
$50 fee per couple ($20 for EMU studerts)
includesacopy of Harvey Y oder( book,
Lasting Marriage: The OwnersOManual.

* Marri age Care Seies
Marriage Maintenance DAn OwnerD
SemnarQis a seriesof four Monday sessions
(7-8:30 p.m.) for couplesbegnning Felruary 4
atthe Family Life Resource Certerand led by
Harvey Yoder. Topicscoveredare basdon
his book, Lasting Marriage, the Owners®
Manual: ONeInved Morein Our Prablem-
FreeArea® ONe Focus on Charging
OurselvesRather Than Our Spouse,0 QVe
Argue Less and Listen More,0ard QVe Lean
to be Eff ecive Prablem Sdvers.O
Regsterfor either event by calling 434-8450 or
emaling harvey@flrc.org.

INMEMORIAM
We celelrate the livesof
* Rosemary Sees®, sisterof Lorraine Fike,
who diedon Friday, Jarnuary 4
¢ AllenZimmerman, brotherof Fred
Zimmerman, who died on Saturday, Jaruary
5
* Floyd Mason, husbard of Kitty Mason &
father of Michael Mason, Sr., who diedon
Tueday, Jaruary 8
e Elmer Zimmerman, father of Fred
Zimmerman, who died on Monday, Jaruary
14



NEW BOOKSIN OUR LI BRARY

* TheBookseller of Kabul by Anne Seiersad
Ohe most intimat description of an Afghan
household ever producedby a Wedern
journalist.

e ThreeCupsof Teaby GregMortenson &
David Relin
O@e marDsnission to promote peaceEo ne
school atatimeO

* The Forbidden Schoolhouse by Suzam
Vurmain
Ohetrue and dramaic story of Prudence
Crardall and her studerts.O

* You CanMake aDifference by Tony Campolo
OHgh voltage living in aburned-out worldO

A new book by JanKaran:
Hometo Holly Springs D Orhe first of the Father
Tim NovelsO

* Check out the new childr en®$o0oks!

ANNUAL CONFERENCE BUSTRIP

The Fellowship & Recreaion Commission hassecued
abus for aday tri p to thisyearOsAnnual Conference
in Richmond, VA on Sunday, July 13. The bus will
leawe our church parking lot at 6 am. and return by
around 8 p.m. The cost will be $30 per person and is
dueto the church office by April 1 to reserve your
sed. Any unreserved seas after that date will be
offeredto othersaraund the district. ContactRyan
Kiracofe if you have any quegions. DonOmissthis
opportunity to join in on the very special celebration of
our deromination®800™ Anniversary in Richmond.

300" ANNIVERSARY HISTORICAL TOUR
With the celebration of our churchO800th amiversary
thisyear,the Fellowship & Reaeaion Commission is
exploring the possibility of sponsoring atri p to some
of the histori cal sitessignificant to our Brethren
heritage. Such siteswill include the Gemmartown
Church, Ephrata Cloister, the Dunker Church at
Antietam Battlefield and possibly others We are
considering a 3 day, 2 night trip on aweelkend in late
June. Sunday morning might be usedto attend a
OpainOChurch of the Brethrennear Lancager. In
orderto move forward with thes plans and make the
necesary deposits to reserve transportation, lodging,
etc, we needto know who isinteresedin such atrip.
Plea® contact RyanKiracde, Philip Hutchinson, or
Pagor Robertif you think you areinteresed by April
1

GAME NIGHT

The Fellowship and Recreation Commission invites
you to come to the church on Satur day, February 23,
at 6:30 p.m. ard enjoy a night of fun and fellowship.
Bring your favorite gamesard snacks to share.
Childcarewill be provided

VBMHC ANNUAL MEETING
VBMHC Board of Directors invitesyou to their
annual dinner and meeting on Friday, February 1, at
6 p.m. at Park View Mennonite Churchin
Harrisonburg.

* Enjoy adelicious meal

* Listento inspirational speaker Robert Alley

* Reflect on the accomplishmerts of 2007 and

learnabout plans for 2008

The event is $15 per peron. Pleag make reservations
by calling 438-1275 or emailing info@vbmhc.org by
Monday, Jaruary 28.

NATIONAL YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE
This summer, Brethren'Y oung Adults from araund the
country will be gathering in the Rocky Mountains for
NYAC BNational Young Adult Conference. The dates
areAugust 11-15, and the evert will take place at
YMCA of the Rockiesin EstesPak, Colorado. You
cancheckout all the details at www.nyac@.org or
through Faahook and My Space groups (NYAC
2008). Regstration hasbegun and is opento all young
adults ages18-35(ish). If you planto regster, or have
guegions, plea® be in touch with Pagor Christhis
month so that we canlook at possibilitiesfor
fundraising, logistics, efc.

WORSHI P SERVICESIN DECEMBER
(Every Sunday at8:30 am. & 11:00 am.)

January 20 B Secad Sunday After Epiphany
Pagor Chris preaching

Pagoral Message: OFoeg or Trees?O
Scripture Readng: | Corinthians 1:1-18

January 27 BThird Sunday After Epiphany
Pagor Robert preaching

Pagoral Message: ONVhole AgainO

Scripture Readngs: Luke 8:40-56 & Mark 5:21-43

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIESFOR SENIOR



HIGH YOUTH
The following regonal and denominational youth
events offer exciting and mearingful opportunitiesfor
fellowship, service, and spiritual growth. They also
require advanceregstration and plaming. Our
congregation providesfull scholarshipsto coverthe
cost of regstration for these events, and funds arealso
available to assist with transportation costs. Pleas be
in touchwith Pagor Chrisif you have quedionsor if
you or your child(ren) areplaming to participatein
any of thes everts.

* National Youth Christian Citizenship Seminar,
March 29-April 3. Travel to New York City and
Washington D.C. to lean about international
systemsand how they intersectwith our Christian
faith. ThisyearOfocusison Gerocide.
http://www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/CCShtm

* Roundtable Regonal Youth Conference, April
4-6. Join youth from all up and down the southern
eas coag for the weekend at Bridgewater Callege.
This yearOshemeis PSTECo me Celelrate
(Peacelully, Smply, Together) with leadership by
Amy and Brian Messler anrd music led by the BC
Praise band Outspoken
http://www.bridgewater.edu/orgs/iyc/Roundtable h
tml

* 2008 Workcamps. Week-long camps offered all
summer atavariety of locatons. Check out the
welbsite for the schedule and talk to others about
maybe signing up for a week together.
http://www.brethrenorg/gerbd/yyaiorkcamps/ind
ex.html

DEACON EMERGENCY FUND B2007

$9,700 wasdistributedin 2007 from our Deacm
Emergency Fund to assist eleven familieswith
electicity/fuel, rent, medcal care, and other needs.
$6,000 wasrecevedfor this fund from the Miller
Endowment for Emergency Assistance Bthe primary
income for the fund; and $4,228 wascontributed from
special gifts. Our tharksto all who contributed and
administeredthis assistance. (Our Deacon Welfare&
Senice Committeeare the overseersof thisfund.)

BRETHREN WOODS CELEBRATION

To start off campO$0™ amiversary celebration in
2008, five sectional celebrations will be held in
different areasof the district in January, Felruary, and
March. Thes events will include a carry-in meal
(plea® bring something to share), campfire singing,
drama watching the new 50" amiversary video, and
defails about upcoming 2008 camp everts ard
programs Everyoneis encouragedto attend one of the
four remaining everts. Datesand locaions are:
* Jaruary 27 (snow date Felruary 3) at Staunton
CoB
* Felruary 10 (snow date Felruary 17) at Front
Royal CoB
* Felruary 24 (snow date March2) at
Charlottesville CoB
* March9 (snow date March16) at Friends Run
CoB in Frarklin, WV
For more information, contact the camp offi ce at 269-
2741 or camp@brethrenwoods.org.

2008 BRIDGEWATER HOME ANNIVERSARY
DINNER

January 25 D6::00 p.m. at Bridgewater College KCC

Entertainmert: Rhythm Road

Ticket price: $35 each if you wish to honor the 42

yearsof the HomeOsgxisterce, you areinvitedto pay

$42. Pai reservations needto be sert to Bridgewater

Home Aucxiliary, 302 N. Secand Street, Bridgewater.

Call 828-2682 for more information.

PLEASE RECYCLE

Connectionsis published by Bridgewater Church of the Brethren
Collating/Mailing:
Clayton & Jackie Towers, Glenn & Ruth Felix, Harold Jennings
Next Newd etter DFebruary A 2008
Information is due by noon on Tuesday, January 28.
Church Staff: Pastor Robert Alley
Associate Pastor for Y outh, Y ounger Adults & Families Chris Zepp
Associate Pastor for Visitation Wendell Eller
Christian Education Director Jeanie Eye
Administrative Secretary Shannon Puffenbarger
Manager of Finances & Property Glenna Wampler
Custodian Fortunato Correa
Sr. Hi. Y outh Mentors Josh & Erin Eye
Jr. Hi. Youth Director Heather Galang
Child Care Center Administrator K athleen Arndt




